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REPORT ON CORINIA jIJ.UVIAL OOLDlIELD 

LOCATIO!! Al!D ACCESSt 

Oorlnna is an almost deserted township 
sltuated on the north bank ot Pleman RiTer, a distanoe 
ot 14 miles upstream trom the mouth ot the riTer, on the 
west ooast ot Taamanla. 

Aooes. is gained ., way ot a motor road in 
a dlstanoe ot 40 ml1e. south-westerly trom Waratah. 

A road .urye7 has recently been made from 
Zeehan to Oorinna OTer a length ot 27 mlle. and th. 
airst eiant milesot road trom Zeehan has Deen oonstruoted. 

RISTO": 

The gold aining hl8D1'7 ot Oorinna distriot 
oO!llllenoed ear17 in the 7ear 1879 when the oreelal teeding 
SaTage R1Ter between Brown's Plaine and Oor1nna were 
prospeoted b7 H. MidcUeton, A. ~engdah1, G. GrOTe and 
S. Blaokmore. P&7ab1e gold was disooTered in the stream 
named atter M1ddleton and a .. ward olaim issued. Shortly 
atterwards near17 500 aen we.. searohlng the distriot tor 
the preolous metal, but the major1t7 of these found their 
laDours unreauneratiTe. 

The townahlp ot Oorinna, the looali~ ot whl~ 
had previously been known aa R07enrine, now began to take 
shape and the 4igger. were landed at 1;he seUlement b1 
boats 1;rading trom Launoe.ton Tis the Pleman .. ads. 

Among the ear17 srrlTala were Oon. Ourtain 
(afterwards Inspeo1;or ot IUn .. ) J J. MoOaTesoni Gam. 
"'eDster; P. L7nn, HarYe7 Bros. J Geo. Meredith: J. 
Ha;yes; J. Orot1;7: J. Long: 8. Hall; F. Leslie; G.LamDie: 
J. DaTis; D. Teen and J. Brown. 

The ma30r11;7 ot the men soon drifted awa;y and 
111 1885 thirt7 persons onl;y were emplo7ed. During this 
year 1140 oz. ot gold were produced in the distrbt. 

In the following few 7ears the field languished 
but in 1893 a reT1TAl-commenoed aDd later deTeloped into 
a booa brou,nt about b7 h;ydraulic sl"..,ing ot t he deep, high 
leTel lol~bearlng graTel., whioh had not been attempted by 
the earl leI' alners wlth their more pr1m1tiTe methods. 
During thi. perlod the toll owing oompanles were formed and 
Detween 1894 and 1897 oarried out slulolng operatlons ;-

Oompan7 Lease 
Manager granted in Looality 

Oorinna H;ydraulio Gold G. We1)b 1895 Sailor Jaok ol 
Mining 00. No Lia. Middleton Oreelal 

Savage RiTer H;ydraulio -Watson 1895 None Suoh & 
Gold Mining Oo.No. Lia. Brooklyn Oreeks 

New Donaldson Hydraulio MoCormaok 1897 Gutherie Oreek 
Gold Mining Oo.No. Lia. 
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OOlllpaJaT Manager gr~t:r1n Locality 

Brooklyn ijydraulic Oold F.c.Brooka 1897 None Such Oreek 
Mining Co. No. Lia. 

Luoy Spur ijydJ'aulio Gold T. Dunn 1897 Luoy Spur 
Mining Co. lio. Lia. • 
Brookside LJdraulic Gold G.BottereU 1895 Brookside 
Mining Co. No. Lial 

Freaohmants Peak L d. M. Irelam 1895 Nanoy Spur 

These operatloD8 were generallY unsuooe.stul 
owing large17 to insuffioient aupplies ot water, lack ot 
e~eotiTe head preaaure, thickness ot oTerburden and erratio 
distribution ot the gold, whioh ooourred ohietly in the 
bottOlll layers. 

Ot the companiea quoted the New Donallson 
ijydraulic Gold Mining OompaQ7 Bo Liability at Gutherie Or .. k 
was the only one which did not deTelop it. property to the 
produotion at~e. This was owing to cesaation ot operationa 
bet ore oompletion ot a raoe twelve miles in length, the 
water to, which was to haTe been obtained tram Donaldson River. 

Betore 1900 the Oorinna tield beoame almost 
deserted. During the ,.ears 1901-03 interest became oentred 
in dredgeing tor alluTial gold in the bed ot Whyte RiTer 
about the mouth ot Roo~ River. From this period onward 
ittle attention was devoted to alluvial mining until the 

advent ot the Holdta.t Gold Mines Bo. Liability in 1931. 
A tunnel was then oonstruoted through a low ridge at the 
baae ot a ahaJ'p bend in Wb¥te RiTer. upstream trom RoolQr 
River mouth, and the tormer diverted trom ita course to allow 
ot al.taing in the river bed. 

The gold recovered amounted to 132 oz. valued 
at Q890 stirling and lar8e17 owing to an unreliable water 
acheme the project ·waa8bandoned. 

The President Mining Development Oompanr No 
Liability waa tormed in 1931 with the objeot ot working the 
gravela in the vioinity ~t Middleton Oreek and Brookside but 
no development waa undertaken. In 1934 leaaes oOTering 
Middleton Oreek were acquired in the -.me ot O.T. Crabtree 
on beblat ot "at Ooaat Gold Minea and 196 on. pt gold 
.alued at £1,384 stirling were produoed. intermittentlY by 
thia Syndicate and tributora. 

At the present time alaost the whole ot the 
Oorrita District, on north .ide ot Pieman River ia ooovered 
by lar.e proapecting claims in tbe namas ot Tarioua individuals . 
Gold Mines of Australia control tho.e in the Tioin1ty ot Pieman 
and Bav .. e Rivera and are undertaking a Tigerous boring 
campai.n in these •• otors with the object ot testing the 
ground tor dredging pul"po •••• 



PREVIOUS LITERAtURE: 

Official literature previously pub11shed 
concern1ng Corinna distr1ct 1. included 1n the follow1ng 
list :-

( 1 ) Thureau, G. 

(2)' Thursau, G. 

(3) Montgomery, A. 

(4) Smith, J.Harcourt. 

(5) Twelvetrees, W.H. 

(6) .r ••• Scott 

PHIS lOORAfH!': 

west Coast Progress Report on 
JUnes, 1881-

House or lasemb11 Paper Bo.82. 

Legialative Council Paper Bo,77. 

Report on Mt. Cleveland and Corinna 
Goldf1elds, 1884. 

Parliamentary Paper No. 104. 

Report on the Oorinna Goldfield,1894. 

Seltretary tor JUnes Report for 1893-~ 
Report on \he Mineral D1strict 
between Oorinna • Waratab, 1897. 

Setretary for Minea ieport, 1896-97. 

Report on the Mineral Pields between 
Waratab and Oorinna, 1900. 

Seoretary for Mines Report, 1899-1900. 

Report on Brown and Little Pla1ns, 
Rook7 River Diatr1ct. M1nes Dept. 
typed Report, 1926. 

The Oorinna .ector represent. portion of an 
up11ttedand dissected peneplain. ~he interstream areas now 
consist ot plateaU2 rising to a general bttlbt of approx­
imate11 900 teet. !he most outstand1ac topograpalaal unlt 
1s that ot Mt. Donald.on (1460 teet) and~ta northern extenalon 
Longbaok Rance. ~hese conatitute residules wh1ch stood a~ove 
the or1ginal base-levelled surtace. 

Preceding the uplitt ot the region a broad 
slow aoving stream slstem meandered aeross the peneplaln 
in a south westerll direotion towards the sea. The sy.tem 
had reaohed the base level ot ero.ion and had deposited its 
load of sediment in huge quanti tie. along it. course. 

!he pre.ent olcle ot erosion was introduced 
atter the subsequent riae in .trand line and an entirell 
new drainage .ystem tormed wh1ch dlsseoted and partly eroded 
the deposit. ot pre-existing channel •• 

~ha di.triot 1. now drained by P1eman River, 
tloWing westerll to the ooast and by 1t. larger tributaries 
the Whyte, Savase and Donaldaon river.. The latter flow in 
southerly d1rections to join tbe main stream. These streams 
are deepll entrenched in ateep-Walled vallel. and are •• itt 
tlowing along the upper reaches. In the lower part., nearing 
junction with Pieman River, they assume a tlat grade and move 



sluggishly, Pieman Rlver, whioh whioh i. w1de and deep, 
1s tidal and Davlgable tor 24 ml1e. along its courae. At 
Corinna (14 miles trom coast), where the wldth 1. 450 teet 
and depth 40 teet, the river bank ls only 15 teet a_ ... aea 
level. 

The amall creeks feeding the larger streams 
are in an extremely youthful stage ot eroalon and on the 
plateaux aldes watertalls are frequently present. 

The upper portlon o( Mlddleton's Oreek. now 
a trlbutar1 ot Savage River. baa apparently been oaptured in 
the ,.st by a stream working back trom Savage R1ver valley. 
bT headward ero.lon, throush Bllzabeth Kange. The old vall.., 
of lower M1ddleton's Oreek 1s a dlaUnct teature on east slde 
ot Ellzabeth Range extendlng southerly to Pieaan River at 
Corlnna. 

Another river capture ~8 indicated on Pleman 
River above Hell'. Gate.. It .eema probaDle that the Pieman 
origInally found ita w81 to the coast through the low. wide 
valley now oocupled by DelvI11e Oreek. These waters were 
later ca;tured by a trlbutaPT ot Donald8on River eroding 
its val le, back through Donaldson range to the Pieman valley. 

GEQLO!JIa 

The oldest rocks occurring within tha district 
~e the ser1cite .chist., phyllites and quartz-sericite 
schists reterred to Proterozoic age. 

Slate •• dolomite •• 11mestone., quartzite. 
and conglomerate. ot the Oambro-Ordovtian period appear 1n 
a belt to the ... t ot and probablT in taulted relation wIth. 
th.e Protarosoic pocks. 

Gravel •• grit., aands and ol81s ot Tertiar, 
age overlie the above and the.e are, 1n turn. overlain at 
one point bT a small tlow ot Tertiary basalt. 

Pleistocene terraoe gravel. oocur on the side. 
ot the Valle,. high abcve river level. 

River gravels and alluvium of Plei.tocene to 
Recent age hawe been tormed along the courses ot the streams. 

" .PRI=9A!!JWl!t 

The rooka ot thls system consist ot aerieite 
echists , quartz-aertolte sohiets and black ph111ltes. 

Theee atrata are oonslderebly oontorted and 
sheared, and ~ .,.~eraed throughout to an extreme degree 
D1 small velna and Dunche. ot quartz, uaually along the 
80hiet plane.. The plane. ot sch1stoslty appear to be 
generall1 normsl to the bedding planes and the strike var1es 
trom 400 east ot north to 20° weat ot north. The strata dlp 
at all anglea up to 850, moetl1 to the east. 

These rocks oooupy the eastern port1on of the 
d1atrict and oonaltute mo~e than one third ot the total &Ita 
mapped. They are 1n contact with Oambro-Ordovic1an slates 
etc. along a general merldional 11ne on the western side ot 
the belt. 



Bo fossils haTe been found 1n this serie. 
ot rocks and their relationship to the Cambro- rdoTioian 
rocks was not d.termined. Th.y are here referred to the 
Proterosolc system owing to the marked soh1stosity and 
general appearance ot gr.at age which the rocks present. 

CAMBRO=oaDOVICIAN~ 

The rocks ot this system cona1st of Black, 
grey-green, dark grey and browll slates; 'green turfs; 
black cherts} quartz1tes; but~ coloured dolomites and 
blue-grey limestones. ere exposed along Or01nna road 
the alates, tutts and cherts ot this series have some ot 
the character1stics or the Dundas ser1eo ot slates eto. as 
exposed elsewhere in tbe state, but the t7Plcal brecoia 
horizon appears to be absent. Dolomites and llmestones 
assooiated with blaok elates succeed these rooks to the 
... t and the tormer may be oorrelated with similar over­
lying Dundas slates eto. near Sm1thton. 

Recorded strike readings vary from 370 east ot 
north to 250 west ot north with, 1n most oases, steep d1ps 
to the .outh .. ast and south-west. 

These strata appear to haTe been tolded and 
faulted. ~o detailed seotion ot the whole th10kne •• oould 
be obtained but the total thiokness 1s undoubtedly great. 

In the T10Inity of Nt. Donaldson and Hell's 
Bates on P1eman iTer, towards the western part ot the 
area, a d1tterent ser1es ot rocks oonsisting ot schistose 
quart.ites, sohistose oonglomerates and blaok phyllites 
ooour. Although having an appearanoe ot greater age than 
the series further ea8t, the soh1stose rooks probably 
belong to the .ame s7.t_ and tII87 underHe the latter. 
Still turther we.t a belt ot slates and quartsite. eStend 
to the west ooastline. 

LOWER TERTIAllY: 

(1) SedimentarYs 

The Sedimentary rocka ot this sJstem oonsist 
ot conglomerates. gl"av.l., .ands and cl..,... 'l'l".e cOlU'se 
graTels tDrm the ba.al ..... r. and are generally oompo.ed 
of boulders of reet quartz, quartz-tourmaline, qUlU't.ite and 
chalcedony. In the Tioinit7 ot Corinna they consist ot 
boulders of we.t Coaat Range Wonglomerates, diabase, quart., 
quartzite, coarse Dundas brecc1a and telspar porphyr7. The 
fIner gravels consist ot waterworn and sub-angular pebbles 
of quartz. The oonglomerate. lU'e oomposed ot water-orn 
quarts gravels set in a hard silioeous matr1s of finer 
material. ThaT tor. part ot the b ••• l beds but lU'e usually 
looal aDd ..., instances appear to be due to reoent 
oementation~t portion of the surrounding gravels and sands. 

These rocks are horizontally b.dded escept fbere 
looal ourrent bedding i. ev1dent. Their thiokness varie. 
aocord1ng to the position they 00ouP7 in the ancient valley 
and its tributaries in whioh they were aeposited, aDd the 
amount of denudation whioh has sino. taken plaoe. The7 
are thiokest in the oentral and southern parts ot the main 
lead and decrease in thiokne.a towards the north-eastern 
est • ..t\7. A complete and detailed s.otion i. not obtain­
able .ut in the deepe.t part ot the main lead it probably 
attains a thickness ot several hundreds ot teet. 



The Tertiary beds were mapped south-easterly 
from Pieman River a~ Corinna over a distance of two mile., 
but the full length in this direction was undetermined. 
North~ea8t from Corinna th87 extend generally along either 
side of Corinna- Waratah road for 3i miles. t this point 
a break ooour. in the oontinuity of the lead for a di.tanoe 
of halt a mile, over whloh bedrook outorop. at surfaoe and 
where the originally overlJi~ Tertiary bed. have been 
completely denuded by the aotion of JUnter Creek. 

The main lead then eontinue. easterly over 
Little Plain betore turning north laoag the ridge traver.­
ing Brown's Plain (BlaokiUard Hill eto.) It passes out of 
the area in the north-eastern extremity. 

A tributarT lead from we.t aide of Savage 
Rlver oros.ss thatnstreaM In an ea.terly direction and 
joins the maln lead in violnity of Brookside workings. 

Residuals ot other former tributary leads, 
whloh do not join the main lead, are the Tertiary bed. 
oooupying .ancy and Luoy Spurs situated three to four 
mile. east of Corinna. 

The main lead attains a .. xLmua width of 3/4 
of a mile in the vioinity of Middleton and Sailor Jaok 
Creeks. Along the north-ea. tern continuation in the region 
of Brown't Plains, it varies from half a mile to five 
cains in wldth, and in place. is extremelJ thin. 

~he only organic remains found in these sed­
iments oonsist ot ocoaaional pieoes of wood. The tield 
relation. do not 7ield evidenoe tor a precise age determin­
ation. ~be a ... ta overlie Oambro-Ordovician and Pre­
Camorian sedimentary rocks and ar themselvsa apparently 
oTerlain by basalt as being ot Tertiary age. 

In oorrelation wlth other di.~ot. ln Tasmania 
w~ .imllar treah-water sediments are overlain by ba.alt 
the aediment. are regarded as ot Lower Tertiary age and the 
b •• alt as closing this period. 

(2) Igneou.: 

The only igneous rook exposed ln the distriot 
is that ot a small tlow ot _aaalt sltuated on Corlnna­
waratab road at 5! miles tr~ Oorlana. 

This ls represente4 at Burtace by chocolate 
ooloured so11 and bou dera of 1t extending along the 
road over a width ot tive ohains, and tor similar di.tanoe. 
on eitber slde ot the road to the north and south. 

fhis igneoue rook has apparently been greatly 
weathered and denuded, and is now a mere remnant ot the 
ori8inal rlow, belng not more than ten teet in thicknes •• 

~ertiary cravel. surround the basalt but the 
_ • .ait 'at •• , relationship, one to the other, could not 
be detlnite11 asoertalD6d. Do gravels were observed 
dlrectly overlylng the basalt and, in the immediate vioinity 
the tormer ooour at sllghtly lower altitudes than the 
igneous rook. 

~aking this evidenoe into consideration it 
seema probable that the basalt overli.s the Bediments and 
i8 the .0UDger rook. 



UPPER TERTIARY: 

On eastern .ide ot Wh1te River, ten chains 
above &ad below the mouth ot Rocky River, gravel terraoe. 
occur parallel to Wh7te Rlver and extend trom river level 
up to a helght ot 60 teet aboye the stream. 

The gravels consist of boulders and pebble. 
of quartz, quartzite, granite, quartz-tourmaline, gabbro 
amplhibolite, ohloritic Bohists. magnetite and hematite. 

TheBe represent sedl~nts deposlted b1 WbJte 
River when tlowing at a muoh higher ~evel than at present. 
Sinoe their deposition a positive movement ot the land has 
taken place with r~atlon to the Bea. Increased outting 
power t UB given to the river enabled it to cut down through 
the sediments and leave them exposed high above the more 
recent deposits now accumulating in the river bed. 

PLEIS'1'OQENE TO BEOEN'!I 

Sinoe the elevation of the peneplain the 
present streams have been engaged in cutting down their 
course. This prooess is incomplete but is now proceeding 
at a slower rate than formerly. espeoially with regard to 
the lower reacheB. 

From Pleistooene to Reoent tiaes depositB ot 
gravel and alluvium have acoweulated at different points 
along the stream couree.. This is most pronounoed in the 
larger streams. partioularl;,. in part. ot Pieman River and 
in the tributer;,. rivers towards the contluenoe with the 
tormer. Bore holes sunk below the tloor ot Lower Savage 
River vall87. halt a mile above the mouth. have revealed 
that the gravels and alluvium attain a tnlokness ot 135 
teet. so that the bottom of these sediments must ba nearl;,. 
tOO teet below sea level in that looallty. 

GEOLOqICAL HISTQRXs 

The geologioal histor;,. ot the distriot is. 
in pa~t, ot great importanoe in oonnection with the alluvial 
gold deposits and that portion will ~e considered in detail. 

(1) Arter the close ot the Permo-oar,oniteroUB and 
Tri .. sio sedimentation. it either ooourred in 
this district, the region beoame a land surtace 
and a long period ot denudation began. 

The aboyementioned sediments were en.~.17 remoyed 
and a large stream system oorroded ita oours. in 
the underlying rooks ot the Pre-aa.a.lan aD4 
Oambro-Ordovioian ayateme. stre.. develppment 
and denudation continued until ~be Lower Tertiary 
period. 

(2) A slow subsidenoe of the land reaulted in a thiok 
aocumulation ot sediments along the .tream oourses 
and a peneplain was tormed at the clos. of the oycle 
ot eros10n. 

(3) The Lower Tertiar;,. se4imentation waa bought to a 
olose by extrusions ot basaltio ava. 



(4) Contemporary with or immediately succeeding the 
lava tlows the peneplain was e tvated relative 
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to t e sea y an amount not quite equal to the 
depression during the Lower Tertiary aedt.enta~on. 
The deformation of the peneplain was acca.panied 
by faulting and warplng. 

(5) A new cycle of erosion commenoed resulting in 
dissection of the old peneplain and formation of 
the present river system in channels differing from 
the Lower Tertiar y drainage system • 

• 
The Upper Tertiary gravels were deposited with a 
t h iokness ot 60 f eet or more. 

(6) An elevation ot th land ocourred which resUlted 
in rejuvenation of streams aocompanied by gorge 
outting and river oapture. 

(7) A reRtlve depression of the land then oommenced 
during whloh Pleistocene gravels and alluvium 
were deposited, up to 135 feet in thickne8s, along 
the course ot the larger streams. The movement 
continued and eventually brought about the flooding 
o~ Pieman River valley by the sea, together 1f1.th 
the lower valle s ot Donald8on, Savage and yte 
Rivers. 

(8) Deposition of gravels and al uvium i8 still in 
evidence at the pres nt time at oerta in localities 
along the course ot the streams. 

EOONOIlIO GEQ.r.9gy: 

(1) Intro4uotion: 

The most important metallic mineral deposits 
in the Corinna distriot are those oontaining alluvial gold. 
The gold is aooompanied In some localities by minor amount8 
of tin and osmirldium. 

Secondary gold deposlts ot various ages trom 
Lower Tertiary to Recent have been formed within the 
district. The Recent to Pleistooene ones oocu~ along the 
aourse8 ot the present streams. The more recent deposits 
have been partly exhausted b~ mining, particularly along 
the smaller streams. 

Pleistooene deposits are found only in the 
lower parts of the rivera and have not been explOited. 
Deposits of Upper Tertiary age appear to a limited extent, 
and oocur in the torm of terraces at various heights above the 
stream in the valle, ot Whyte River. These have been devel­
oped to some extent by mining. 

i thin the area examined thoUj of Lonr 
Tertlary age are generally confined to the interstre .. 
seotors. These deposits are of great thickness in plaoes 
and are developed over a large extent of the area. They 
have been largely exploited and opened at numerous locallties 
by mining works. 

Primary mineral deposits ot eoonomic value are 
unkown in this district. fo the east and north lenses of 
iron in as.ooiation with pyritic veins outcrop in various 
localities trom Savage River at Rio Tlnto 10 headwaters of 
Meredlth Rlver and oarry a distrlbution of gold in small 
proportlon. 



The Pre-Cambrian sedimentary rocks, and to 
a less extent, those o~ Cambro-Ordoviolan age, in t his 
and adjoining districts are traverae4 by numerous small 
quartz veina whioh In some looalities have proved to be 
gold bearing. Serpentlne rocks of the Healslewood distriot, 
10 miles to the north-east, contaln osairldium and probably 
gold deposits. Tin is present a t Meredith Range in olose 
relation to the granite mas81~ o~ that area, and is well 
known at Mt. Bisoho~~, twenty mile north-east o~ the 
district mapped. 

It was trom the disintegration ot these 
several widely separated primary deposits of gold, tin 
and osmirid,lum that the minerals of the Lower Tertiar7 
stream system wer e obtained. The later seoondary deposits 
of Upper Tertlary to Recent may be largely attributed toaa 
re-distributlon by the present dra1nage system of the 
Lower Tert1ary deposlts. 

The Lower Tertiary alluvlal depos1ts consist 
of oonglomerates, gravels, gr i t s , sanda and olays. The 
boulders In the oonglomerates are ohiefly ot wh1te opaque 
quartz and the hard oement1ng mater1al ot tine sillca and 
quartz sand. The gravels consist mainly o~ white opaque 
quartz, opaline quartz, chalcedony. quartzite and quartz­
tourmaline boulders. 

The gravels and grits are largely waterworn 
but eub-angular pebbles are aleo pr esent in places. Dist­
ribution o~ the gold and other metallic mineral s, where 
present. Ie not unitorm and conoentr ations oocur prinoipally 
in the basal l87era. which senerall7 are gr ave s . 

The sedlments o~ he main lead oocuPY a consid­
erable area of the watershed between Savage and Whyte Rlvers 
while tributary leads of l ese extent entered from the west 
and eaet. 

The greater portion of the material whloh tormed 
theee deposits was oontributed by the anolent etream system 
trom the no~th·east. north- st and south~ast. 

(2) THE IIINDrG PROPERTIES! 

(a) Middleton Qr.ek: Th1s mine is situated on 
Middleton Oreek. mile north-north-es st o~ Oorinne. A 
miner al leaee 531/38 ot 40 aores. in the name o~ C.T. 
Crabtree OOYers the southern part ot the area and abandoned 
lease 11336/M o~ 40 aorea (part of Speolal Prospeoting 
Olaim. 4.000 acres. C. T. Crab tree) the northern portion. 

The Corinna-Waratah road paeses * mile to the 
east, ~roa wbioh a pack traok deviates to the property. 

The first discovery o~ payable gold in tbe 
distriot waa looated on the property In the year 1879 'b7 
H. Middleton. Mining was undertaken by Middleton and others 
on the reoent gravel s along the course ot the stream and was 
continued later by Crotty. trong. Oonroy. McLean. PUspsvlok 
Fogarty and others. Who also worked small areas ot Lower 
Tertiary deposits adjacent to tributaries of Mi ddleton Creek 
with small AYdraulic plants. Corinna Hydraulic Gold Mlning 
Compan;, No Liability beld leases oovering the property in 
1895 &ad carnied out a limited amount o~ hydraulic sluloing 
operations about that perlod. A syndicalle known as West 
Cp •• t Gold M1nes. consistlng ot 20 members with a nominal 
capital o~ £25.000 was tormed in Launceaton to operate 



leases held b7 O.T. Orabtree, with A.J. Dave7 as Mine 
Manager. Hydraulio sluioing was oommenoed in K." 1935 , 
an4 oarried on intermittent17 till 1938, when a tribute 
was granted to Dave, in lower part ot Middleton Oreek. 
ohannel. Option to purohaae the property was obtained 
in 1936 )y the Oa •• owaF,f OoapaD7 Wbi.a undertook boring 
operation at eouthern end ot the lease. but did not 
exeroise the option rights. 

Bedrook in the greater part ot the working. 
oonaisteot dolomite ot Oambro-Or40vioian age, but slate. 
at this sy.tem a180 ooour in plaoes. 

Lower Tertiary gravela and aand. ocour along 
the hill slopea on east side ot Middleton Oreek and to a 
less extent on west side. 

The valle7 is situated towards the weatern edge 
at the main lead and theee depoai t. have been large17 
denuded and re-dietriba\td_b7 the stream to torm detrital 
material on the lower alope., and reoent depo.it. along the 
valle7 tloer. The mine working. undertaken b7 wast Ooast 
Gold Mine. are as tollow.:-

1. Vioinit7 ot east and weat head branohes ot Middleton 
oreek in Seotion 11335/M. Previously worked ground 
in the east branoh was extended tram oreek mouth over 
a length ot seTen to eight ohaina by one ohain in 
Width, in gravela up to 15 teet in thiokness above 
dolomite bedrook. The round is said to have yielded 
gold to the Talue ot 2~ per oubio 7ard. 

In Middleton Oreek tlat below the junotion with eas t 
branoh 2S00 to 3000 oubio yards ot tine gravels and 
sand was sluioed tor a 7ield ot 50 6z. at gold. 

The maximum depth obtained was 37 teet without reaching 
bedrook, and at this point the presenoe ot a sink hole 
in dolomite is suggested. 

In west branoh a tace 30 teet deep wea opened out on 
south side trom older workinga 1n Lower Tertiar7 gravels. 
The gold here 1s atated to be general17 ot large grain 
si.e and numerous small nugget. tram two to tive dwts. 
were obtained. The value ot the ground was s1milar 
to that in wast branoh. 

2. Middleton Creek tlat in seotton 11336/M. A paddook 
oontaining 12,000 oubio yar4s ot silt and sand, 
yielding 10 0111._ 'l0J_~_, was sluioed to a l118Ximum depth 
at SO teet without reaohing bedrook. A bore-hole sunk 
tram tloor ot workinga tor a turther 27 teet, passed 
through tive reet ot silt betore entering graTels. 
The gravel. oontinued to bottom ot hole and revealed 
value. atated to be equal to 4/- per oubic yard. 

It waa tound impoasible with the available plant to 
work the deposit to a greater depth and operations 
in this localit7 oeaaed. 

3. PiTe ohains fower down the _alle7 in a small creek 
entering trom eaat .ide old workings in Lower Tertiary 
gravel. have been extended. The depoait Taries in 
thickness trom 10 to 25 teet above sott slate bedrook. 
Approxtmate17 900 oubio yards at material was t~e8ted 
tor a 7ield at 15 oz. gold. 



4. On the hill.ide, two ohain8 south ot the last 
mentloned .ork1 ... and about 50 teet abaTe 
.iddlet08 Greek, the slope has been sluioed OTer 
an area three ohains long and two ohains wide. 

The depo.it oOn8ists ot graTels estendlng to a 
maximua depth ot 15 teet and to a large extent 
representa a re-distrlbution ot the main Lower 
Tertia!,), lead. 

'edrook haa not been reaohed and tn. worklng 
bottom cOn8ista ot sUD-angular boulders at chalcedony 
and quartz in a blaok oementing materlal. 

5. The last operation8 were oarried out by the tribute 
part, on reoent depoaits along Ded of Middleton Creek, 
near southern end ot Seotion 531/38, C.T. Crabtree, 
Lessee. The workinc. oonsist of a paddook approx­
imatel1 three ohain8 D7 On8 and a half ohain8 in 
area taken to a general depth ot six feet, down the 
dolomite bedrook. At the upstream end e depth of 
13 feet was obtained without reaohing bedrock. The 
gravels oOn8ist ot quart. and ohaloedonT and range 
in size trom ODe up to 12 inohes in diamenter. 

The work was undertaken D1 meana ot ~draUlio sluioing 
and eleTatlng plant, using 13 .luice head. ot water 
under a head pre •• ure of 180 teet. The water .upPl1, 
however. was intel'llli ttent, and a. Il.O return water 
8ohe .. had been proTided, it wa. on1J tound poesible 
to sluice tor three weeke during the operatiDg ,ear. 
DuriDg this period 10 0.. of gold wss obtained in 
the treatment ot 400 oubuo ,ards at material. 

In adTance of the taoe te.tlDg b7 pits has porved 
the gravels to extend to 15 teet from surtaos in 
P81able ground. The gold in this looallt, ie ot 
tine grain slze and is a.sooiated with abundant 
ilmenite. 

To the .outh of Seotion 53M/38 a oomparatively 
tlat area at alluvium extend •• 0uth-we.terl1 toward. Corinna 
aloDg • preTiou. oourse of Middleton areek. The northern 
portion ot thl. belt was partl1 te.ted b7 Ca.soway C~.., 
in 1936 b, tin Dare-hole.. The depths ranged trom 30 to 54 
teet. Gold was obtained in e.oh hole but further details 
are not aTailable. DuriDg the same period another hole was 
sunk near Oorinna-Waratab road to the .outh e.st ln Tertiary 
gravels. Oold was not praTed to be present at this site. 

Reoord. at produotion trom Middleton Oreek 
workings prior to the .dvent ot west Ooast Gold Mines are not 
reoorded. rrom 1935 to 1938 the abaTe .yndicate and the 
tribute part, produoed the followiDg goldl-

Year Gold Value Material handled in 
0 •• Valus oubio ,ards. 

1935 73.01 515 5,500 
1936 97.95 481 5,000 (tor 55 oz.) 
1937 11.75 83 
1'38 43.30 305 
'otal. 196.01 £1,384 



O.T. Orabtree holde water rishte amounting to 
tour eluioe beads on 'limb'e Creek. The water ia oonducted 
bT raoe traa a dam on ~i~'e Creek and passes through a 
tunnel UDder OorlnnatWaratah road to the bed ot Bunter Oreek. 
A atorage dam waa oo .. truoted on Hunter Creek but later 
collap.ed and 1. not now 1n uae. The water 1. agaln pioked 
up at a lower polnt on Hunte. areek and oonyeTed DT raoe to 
a d .. on tbe hill. ide OYerlooklns 8iddleton Oreek. Praa 
there it i. rotioulated alo~ tho ea. tern hill.lope and 
deliyeret and to''''' inadeqpate tor aontinuoua aluioing 
on aJIJ aonalderable aoale, wper, ~draulio elevation ot 
tailinsa 1. neee •• arT. 

(3) Sailor Jaai and Jbi~e Ore.k., 

Wu.eroua old gold workiDg. ooour in the yiainity 
ot the branohea ot Sailol' Baak Croek and White Oreek. Theae 
.t ..... are trlbutarl0. ot ~te . Rlyer .ituatod on ea. tern 
aide or the water.had about halt a mile eaat ot 8iddleton 
Oreek. The workiDga ooour t~warda the eaatern boundary ot 
the maln lead and are oontined to the yalleTa on aouth­
eaatern aide ot Oo.inna-w.ratah road, between two and three 
milea traa Oorinna. 

The work ot the eal'17 minera, amana whom ftre 
H. 8iddletoaJ .Tanaen Broa. , P. LTnn; Olaen and Law.on, __ 
at ti •• t oonfined to the sold beariDg ~ayel. along the oreek 
bed.. Late., whenl l~ited quantitiea ot wate. were oonyeyed 
bT •• ce. trom ad301n1ns oreeka, operations were extended by 
them to the Lowe. 'lertiar.r depo.it. adjacent to the strearne. 
About the 7ear. 189~1897 Corinna H7draul1o Gold lUning 
Oamp.., .0 Lia.illtT oonstruoted the raoe (22w./}8) now helt 
b7 O.T. Orabtree and oarried out ~draulio .l",ing ope.ation •• 
The ear17 worklnaa were exteuded and aome large taoes opened 
out in the l_d .. ayel., -ial7 about the head branchea ot 
Sailol' .Taok Croek now coyered D7 abaD40ned mineral leasea 
1887/938 aDd 1888/9.311. .' 

The depoaita aon.ist ot aompaot aanda and~ine 
,rayel. underlain in plaoea bT coar.e ~aY.la with Douldera 
up to 12 inohe. in dl ... tel'. The bouldera are general17 
oompo.ed ot opaque quartz, opallne quart., and ohaloedonT. 
The .anda and tlna ~ayela are large17 cemented and in aome 
looalitle. the ooar.e graTela ~ye plaoe to hard .11ioeou. 
oonglomerate •• 

The working bottom conaists ot a 187er ot ceme~ed 
dark Goloured, GarDonsoeou •• and., and bedroGk 1a no.here 
y1anle in the mine epeel up. Caaab.o-Ordoyician elate. and 
dolomlte outcrop 1n the oreeka below the eouth·eastern 
peripher7 ot the lead. 

The 1ar,..\ tace ooour. in the middle head 
branoh ot Sailor Jaok Oreek. Thi. extend. aorosa a width 
ot two ohaine and attaina a maximum depth ot 40 teet in 
grayel.. In the eastern branob taoe. rangins up to 30 teet 
in height haye been worked, while in we.t ~ranoh and down 
the .. in stream, extenaiYe working. ooour With taoee rrom 
10 to 20 teet high. 

A 11m1te4 .. ount or mining was alao undertaken 
in Janaen and Jarman oreeks and other tributari.. ot Sailor 
Jaok Creek. 

In White Creek the workings are generally 
.mal1 and .hallow near the road but in the lower reache. 
the openinga are ... exteneiye. 



Bc product10n t1gures ot these old workings 
are In existence. 

(4' Brooil1de M1nel 

The old Brookalde work1ngs are oontalned in 
a~andoned aineral seotlon 10836/K ot 5 aores In extent. 

The mine 1. aooe.si~le 1n a dlstanoe at 1i 
miles ~y paok track, which leaTes Corinna-Waratah road at 
4i ailes trom Corinna. • 

Prlor to 1895 the ola~ wa. worked by Brooks 
and Linooln ~ut in that ye .. was aoquired by Brooks1de 
Hydraulio Oold M1n1ng C~aDJ Bo Lia_ility. 

The depo.it oonsi.ts ot Lower Tertl .. y cl87S 
and graTels and repre.ents portion ot a trl~utary lead trom 
the west. The m1 .. ooours ne .. the juuotion with the main 
lead and 1s s1tuated it the outer edge ot the deposit some 
dlstanoe trom the porb.ble gutter ot tbe .noient stream. 

The working tace extend. trom Brookside Creek 
OTer • lena~ ot three to tour ohaine and to a height ot 
25 teet. Bedrook, in the torm ot Oambro-OrdOTiolan sl.te. 
a8I dark grey limestones, is exposed OTer the tloor ot the 
work1ngs. 

It i. report.d that the gold obtalned was 
coars. In graln sld. and uneTenl1 dlstrlbuted through the 
depoalt. <-

(5) Mqq.Ter •• on greeks 
MoOaTer.ton Oreek 1. • .mall trlbutary ot 

Sa •• ,e RITer. It rise. below Waratah-oorinna road on 
south .1de ot Brookalde traok, and tlows we.t.rly .cross 
the main Lower Tertlary l.ad to the we. tern .dte ot those 
deposlts .t • ml1e tr.- the rlTer. In that looallty and 
tor about 10 ohaine upetre .. MoCa.er.ton's old workings 
oocur in the ~anta on either side ot the stream. The 
gr.T.l. ot the anoient lead baTe beep. .luloed along a narrow 
belt to • mazlmua depth ot 15 teet .nd at the lower end 
expose the und.r111nc .l.te. ot C~ro~OrdOTician age. 

(6) qu.herle. Brookln aM BOM SUqA Creek. 

These streams enter SaT.gs Ri.er trom the 
west and ... l.t In the drainage of the ••.• tern .lope. of 
Mt.Donal"on .nd Longbaok Rance. 

ExteMiT. deposits of high leT.l graTelsaar. 
r.ported to oocur in thls looality. 'fhq .ere not ex_il,.d 
Out haT. be.n tndioat.a in • lener.l manner on the aooo dS 7-
ing .ketoh _po 'rh .. e depo.t t. pro_ably represent remnant • . 
ot a Lower TertiaP7 lead and gay junotton wlth the tdbutar7 
lead whlch oro •••• 8aTage RITer to the west ot Brook.lde 
mine. letwe.n the y .... 1895 .nd 1897 three o.-pante. were 
tormed to tr.at these gold bear1ng graTeis by hydraul10 
.lu1olnc· 

S.Tage Ri.er ~draulto 0014 Mln1~ OO~'D7 .0 Lia_nUy le .. ed 1'our seoUons (16/95 to 19195) ot' 10 
aore. • •• h betw •• n Brooklyn and Bone Suoh ore.ks and 
operat.d wlth water oonTe7ed by raoe (water right. 16W/94 
and 2,./95) trom the souroe in Gutherie .nd other oreeks 
in the .1oinlty. 



BrooklYn RJdraulio Gold Mining Oompany No 
Liability held lease No. 8/96 ot 10 aorea in extent, 
situated westaand adjoining Seotion No. 19/95 ot the Savage 
River O~..,. at None Suoh Oreek. water sup~lies were 
obtained by way ot a raoe (water right 14w/95) trom a oreek 
tlowing south to Pieman River trom Ut. Donaldson. 

The limited amount ot .1Qioing operations 
oarried out by these two oompaniea proved the claims to be 
unprotitable. under the conditions prevailing • . 

New Donaldson HTdraullc Gold Mlnlng Oompany 
No Liabili~y aoquired Lease 78/95 ot 10 acre a near the head 
ot Gutherie Oreek and prooeeded to construct a water race 
(now 21W/38 - O.T. Orabt~e) ot abou~ 12 ml1es in length 
with a oapaoity ot 54 aluioeheads ot wa~er. Atter oompleting 
.ine mil.a ot raoe on the slopes ot ~baok Range ~D wlthin 
three ml1e8 ot the proposed souree at Donald80n River, 
operatlons were suspended and the property was not worked. 

(7) 'anCI spur: 

'anoy Spur is an eaat-weat trendlng rldge 
conatl tutlng the watershed between henohman Oreek, flowing 
to White River in the north, and lIaDeY Oreek a weat fiowing 
trlbutary ot Pieman River to the south. The area 1s acoesa­
ible trom Oorinna in boats up Pl.man Rlver tor 3~ mllea to 
the mouth ot Nancy Creek. From the landlng a paok-track 
now overgrown, oan be tollowed with d1rtlculty tor a dlstance 
or two mile. to the top ot Kaney Spur and headwaters ot 
Frenchman t • Oreek. 

Sohistose quartzites and ph~llites ot Pre­
Oambrian age are exposed tor 1i ml1e. along the traok. These 
rocks are overlain on the rldge. at 6so ~ ... above sea level, 
by Lower Tertlary gravels having a maximum thiokness ot 
approximately 40 teet. The gravel deposits extend to the 
east in a narrow belt tor about i ~e and probably represent 
a disseoted remnant ot an anoient tributary lead, prevlously 
~olnlne the main lead near Oorinna. 

Preceedlng 1894 the stream gravels ln the 
upper parts ot Frenchman and Nanoy oreeks had been worked 
tor gold by the early mlner.. Durlng 1894 o. MoLean and 
another were sluiclng the lead gravels and had opened a 
tace 40 teet in length to a depth ot 12 teet. It waa 
reported that the party obtalned 7 08. gold ln three weeka 
but dltticultiea aroae owing to inad,quate water supplies 
and operations ceased. 

In that year alao and in 1895 a Launoeaton 
ayndlcate (Frenohman's Peak Ltd.) prospeoted the area and 
ao~uired nine mineral leases (91/94 to 95/94 and 79/95 to 
82/95) ot 10 aores eaoh ooverlng the deposit. Frenohman'. Peak 
Gold Mining Oompany was then tormed ln England to operate the 
mine by ~draull0 aluicing methods under the management ot 
M.lreland. A head race (5W/98) ot eight milea in length was 
oonstruoted trom dam on a branch ot Lucy Oreek and.atter 
tunnela had been driven in the gravels and dump shatta aunt. 
aluicing oommenced. Thia work waa ot short duration as gold 
returns proved diaappointing and towards the end ot 1895 the 
mine was permanently olosed. 

In hia publiahed aooount ot "Pioneering on 
North-Eaat Ooast and weat Ooast ot Taamania trom 1876 to 1913" 
Mark Ireland, the mlne manager, attributes the tailure ot 
the Company to the taot that the greater part ot the gold 



was diatributed unevenly through the basal layers' and that 
the overburden waa&almost valueleas . A contributing ~aotor 
was the lack o~ the neoeaaary head pressure tor removal ot 
the deposit on a large enough scala, 

(8) LUgT SPut: 

This ridge is sltuated to the aouth-east ot 
the head waters ot Lucy Oreek which flows westerly to 
Pieman RlTer. 

• 

Originally a traok extending south-easterly 
oonnected the workings at Nancy8pur with those at Lucy 
Spur in a diatanoe .of i! miles, but thia is now overgrown 
and not aooessible. 

Lower Tertiary gravels overlie Pre-Oambrian 
sohists on Luoy Spur at a height ot 730 feet above sealevel. 
Betore being 4iaaeoted this deposit was probably continuoua 
with that on Nanc, Spur and oomposed either a branoh or part 
ot the aame tributary lead. The gravela, which vary in size 
trom small pebDles to large 'boulders, are oemented in parts 
and in some localities occur in the torm ot hard conglomeratea 
partioularly in the lower layera. The greater part of the gold 
is oontained in the baaal waah where it is usu.r17 ot ooarse 
grain aiae and asaoo~ated with quantities ot black aand 1n the 
torm of ohromite, . to~maline, and rutile. 

Lucy Spur Bydraulioc Gold lUning OompalQ' No 
LiabllUy waa torme4 in 1894 to work that PQrUon ot the 
de;>osit oovered by two 10 acre leases nUllbered 4/96 and 
5/96. Two adita were driven on the north-east .ide ot the 
spur and another on the aouth west side with the objeot ot 
te.ting the basal gravels below some previousl, worked taoea. 
These works provsd the gravels to be thickeat under the ridge 
tep and suggested a weaterly sloping sutter in that looality. 

A water race (1W/1901 and 27G/W) of 35 sluioe _de capacity and 14 miles in 1ena:No .. a oonatruoted with 
1ntake ot Rooky River. !his iaOludea a ttnnel 11 ohains long 
and a syphon ot s1aallar length, topther WIth :1 mile ot 
tlUlling. 

The oomp'aD¥ cOllllllenced mining operations ear17 
in 1895 and an appreoiable amount of sluicing was undertaken 
in the tollowing months resulting in tha opening up ot a 
large taoe. Un8atistactory results, however, were obta1ned 
and work ceased betore the oloee ot the year. 

In 1894 A. Montgomery, then Go.,ernment Geologist, 
sampled the raVelS in two taoes in the older workings (6 to 
20 teet deep and an adit on north east side of the spur with 
the tollowing reeultsl-

Loca11ty Sample Gold in gralna 
per oubio yard. 

Southern Pace Over full depth ot taee 3.86 

Northern taoe Different parts ot tace 63.71 

Adlt 18" ot basal wash 43.20 



\ .. 

ot the facea sampled, almost the whole ot 
the gold was contained ln the bottom 18 lnohes of gravel. 

(9) Brown and Llttle PlaiAl: 

If; 

These plains torm portion ot the watershed 
dividing Whyte and Savage Rivers and consist ot a north­
east south- west trending plat.au ot undulating button grass 
coutry in the north-east quarter ot the district, ranging 
in hei~ gtom 700 to 950 teet. above sea level. The area 
i8 traver •• d throughout the length ot Corinna-Waratab road 
extending between the 6 and 9* mile points trom Corinna. 

Bedrook consiats ot Pre-Oambrian schists. The 
rocks are ov.rlain along a median ridge by waterworn and 
sub-angular gravels and sands ot Lower tertiary ags. The 
gravels v&r1 in thickn •• s trom on. to 50 teet and the belt 
varies trom a tew ohains to i a ml1e in wi4th. Coarse gravsls 
near the base ot the deposit have been largely cemented and 
ocour a8 hard oonglomerates. The deposit represents a 
highly denuded remnant ot the anoient main lead. ere 
not overlain by the lead grav.ls the sohists are oovered 
at surtaoe by ansular quartz detritus, up to two teet in 
thiokness, resulting trom the dis1ntegration ot innlllMrallle 
veins and bunohes ot quartz .nioh traverse the rocks. 

Shallow recent gravels along the oowrs.s ot 
numerous streams, notably Donnelly, Ohinaman, 8 Mile, Goodall, 
Brown and Hunter Creeks, which take their rise in the belt 
ot Lower Tertlary gravels, have been worked to a 11m1ted extent 
in the paat tor gold and tin. 

Owing to the acarci ty ot water tor sldclhc in 
the hlgh ground along the rldge on which the lead gravels are 
tound little attempt has been made to teat or exploit theae 
deposits. It would be possible to obtain water supplies trom 
a distance ot approximately 20 miles but it is doubttul it 
sufficlent ad presoure could be gained to ettective11 treat 
the gravels and conglomeratea in an eoonomic manner. 

At the head ot 8 Mile Creek, on the west sid. 
ot Blackguard Hll1 and immedlately weat ot old Section 11463/M, 
an a4it was cut prior to 1894 by one Harvey. It was driven 
south-easterly tor an unkowu distance ln schists below a root 
of cemented gravels and conglomerates with the apparent object 
ot teating the lead and findlng the old gutter. The base ot 
the deposlt slopes to the east and this auggests that the lat~ 
11es under the hill in that direction. Montgomer, 1n 1894 
reported that rich patchos ot gold were obtained trom thls adit 

Several old adits also ocour in similar oonglom­
erates on old Section 1813/93M at the head of Brown Creek. 
The.e are driven ln aohista and the basal members ot the lead 
tor a considerable dijtanoe on either alda ot the oreek. 

Old workinga carried out DY &. Findlay are 
situated to the eaat ot Brown Plain on a amall spur betwe.n 
head watera at Graham Oreek and a branch of Goodhall Oreek 
in abandoned Section t1463/M. ~h18 depoait torma .. easterl, 
extenslon, or a branch, at the main lead and oonatata ot the 
usual gravele and oonglomerate. havlng an approximate thiok­
ness ot elght teet. Several small and shallow paddooka 
have been worked and over 50 oz. or gold obtained. The 
gold value. are reported to be erratioall, diatributed and 
oontined to a amall area. 



Only storm water is available tor sluicing. 
The concentration ot a dam on Seotion 2992/W at head of 
8 Mile Oreek was contemplated and a race cut to tbe site, 
but tbe scheme was not completed. 

(10) Tarry's Mine: 

This mine is sit.-ted on eastern bank ot te 
River about the oonfluenoe ot Rock7 River. The area 1s 
held under mineral lease by W.O. Hart - Section 11693/K -
24 aores, and A.M. Hart - Seotion 11726/K - 20 aores. 
Acoess is gained by way ot a well oonstruoted paok track 
whioh deviates south easterly troe Oorinna-Waratah road 
at Brown Pla1n (7. miles trom Corinna) and tinishea at a 
wire cage over Whyte River. From the latter a toot track 
continues down east bank ot the river to the mine. 

One ot the early mining ventures in this 
looality oonsisted of dredging gravels along the couree 
of WhTte River tor gold, osmiridium, and tin. This was 
u.ndertaken by Whyte River Oold Dredging COJIlp&n7 No Liab1lity 
trom 1901 to 1903. The plant was constructed in Launceston 
at a cost of £5000 and was fitted with 25 buckets ot 3i 
cubic teet oapaoity and three grabs. The buckets worked at 
the rate ot 12 to 14 per ainute, equivalent to 100 tons per 
hour tor 12 buckets w~en operated at the latter rate. No 
diffioulty was experienced in dredging the gravels to a depth 
ot 20 teet or cutting into the schist bedrock, _ut the removal 
ot logs continually interrupted the work. In the early stages 
the dredae sani but was soon retloated and moved to another 
position. Durina 1901 39 oz. at gold were recovered to.,ther 
with unreoorded quantities of tin and osmiridium. Dredging 
oontinued intermittently with low returns to the early part 
ot 1903, when work finally ceased. 

In 1932 lesses covering the bed ot Whyte River 
in the same vicinity were taken up by Holdtast Gold Kines No 
Liability witb the object ot sluicing the stream gravels tor 
gold and osmiridium. To divert the river a tunnel was driven 
through the bill at baae ot the large bend 1n the stream 
almost surrounding the western part or Seotion 11693/M. For 
water supply a raoe was out tor aeveral miles trom 1ntake on 
RookT River. The river wa turned through the tunnel and 
hydraulio plant erected. I 1933 the riTer bed was worked 
at several points ut with little suooess. Sluicing was also 
oarried out on adjaoent terrace gravels, during 1933 and 1934 
with disappointing results. Reoorded product10n tigures are 
as tollow.,-

G2:lad (;C1ne) Yalue °lmiri~'lI!! 
§!S. 

1933 28 oz. £181 3.8 

1934 103.89 oz. £709 2 (lnoomp.lete) 

Totalss 131.89 £890 5.8 

In 1936 Tasmanian Gold Developments, w1th 
W.O. Hart as Manager, ereoted a amall portable pumping 
plant to test terraoe gravels on sectlons 11693;' and 
11726/K. ~h. gr.at.r portion ot tbe work was accoaplished 
on the latter lease. ~he deposit oonalll ta ot Whyte River 
gravels ot Upper Tertiary age extending trom river level 



in two terraces to heights o~ approximately 20 to 60 feet 
re,peotively up the hillside. Small working. completed 
by "Taranki" ManT years ago occur on the lower terrace. 

Tarry's mine (Tasmanian Gold Development) is 
situated on the Upper terrace and consists of two working 
faces. The gravels are made up of small pebbles and large 
boulders of quartz, quartzite, granite. quartz-tourmaline, 
gabbro amplhibolite, chloritic schist, magnetite, and 
hematite. They Aave been worked to schist bedrock and vary 
in thickness trom 10 to 20 teet as exposed in the northern 
and southern taces respectively.' The base of the depos it 
dips easter17 and it is apparently in that direction that 
the old gutter lies. The upper two teet of the deposit 
consists o~ small pebbles. grits, and sands of a general 
white colour which contains only 'a little gold. The lower 
member. are tenerally ooepo.ed of coarse gravels. but 
numerous small pebbles of magnetite and hematite occur. 
Iron oxide leachi~s from the latter have stained this 
portion of the deposit a general brown colour. The greater 
part o~ the gold recovered was reported to be concentrated 
in the basal gravels in close relation to the iron pebble •• 

In attempt~q to teat the deposit with a small 
hydraulio plant a six hor.epower petrol ngine was used to 
operate a 3" pump ot it sluice head capacity and great 
difficulty was experienoed in dealing with large boulder. 
dislodged from the face. The boulders were stacked 1. 
front of the face and eventually left no workiq ..... .0 
that the gutter , in which payable concentr.tions of old 
probably exist, was not reached before work ceased. The 
recorded produotion is as follows:-

~ 
.Q.!. 

1936 9.5 

1937 3 

1938 1.75 
Totaisl 14.25 

(11) ' Dredging Area: 

Value 
£ -

66 

21 

12 

£99 

Osmiridium 
.2l • 

0.75 

S veral areas oocur along Savage, Pieman. and 
Whyte RiTer •• in which conditione ma7 De favourable for the 
recovery ot gold, osmiridium. and tin DY mean. of dredle •• 

The deposits oonsist ot gravels, sands, and 
allurium of Pleistocene to Reoent age and are found along 
the bed o~ the streams and the adjaoent tloor plains. 

Alluvial tlats are present along the 00 .... 
of Savage River in three areas of approximately it mile. 
in length and separated from each other by rook bound gorge •• 
The lower area oommenced trom the oonfluenoe with Pieman 
River and extends upstream through old mineral section 11661/K I 
to 11665/M. 

In 1933 Austral aalq T in Ltd. sunlt three bore­
holes with a power drill in the flat on eastern sl4e 'of 
river. to the north of Middleton Oreek. !he h~es were 
spaced along a nor'h-south line at intervals of 18 chaine. 



The oOMp8D1'a .Dtineer reported that the 
holes were abandoned before reaohing bedrook. 

Depth 1n feet 

Q- 92 

92 - 94 

94 - 115 

115 - 130 

130 - 135 

Details of the borea are as followsl-

NO. 1 BORE: 

vala.: Gold - Traoe 
• 

Material passed through 

Sott 0187 overburden. 

Loole wash. ma1nl7 quartz pebbles about 
2" dlamenter; some light blaok sand; 
two tine oolours gold. 

Coarse land with oooasional quartz pebble. 
50 blaok aand and no gold. 

Looae wash oonaisting of alate pebblea and 
sl1me. Some tine blaok aand. Two fine 
oolours gold. 

Loosewash and a few bouldera ot slate and 
quartz. Some heaTT blao~ sand oontain1ng 
tine ooloura of gold and 'about 20 oolours 
ot osm1ridium. 

NO. 2 BORE 

Value: Gold - Traoe 

Depth in teet Material passed through 

o - 47 

47 - 78 

78 - 92 

92 - 125 

Sott ola1 overburd.n 

Fin. aand and p.bbles ot quartz and 
sandstone. Two oolours ot gold. 

In d.oompoa.d sohist. Thia is not bottom 
but i. tormed ot blooks ot sohist. 

Alternate bands ot fine sand and mud with 
quarts and serpentine pebbles. Fine 
oolours ot gold. 50 heavy blaok sand. 



Depth in teet 

o - 35 

35 - 45 

45 -50 

50 -100 

100 -102 

102 -110 

NO. 'BOg 

W.. .. Gold - Traoe 

Material pas.ed through 

Sott clq • 

Sott .. ndT 01117 and alUl'l'Y 

Wa.h - quartz, .late and lime.tone. 
010sely paoked. Fail' quantity ot 
hea'Y7 black .and. Three tine colours 
gold. 
Fine rising .and 

Decomposed .ohist - talse bottom 

Pine .and with oooasional pebble ot 
quarts or .late. 

It was ooneid.red that it would .erT. no 
usetul purpo.e to sink the holes turther aa the ground te.ted 
h.d not pro.ed pqable. X.en with the po •• ibility ot gold 
conoentration in the b •• al lqer. the deposit extended to an 
unworkable d.pth tor eoonomio dredaing. 

The middle ar •• extend. up.tream trom 
a)tandon.d .ineral s.otion 11666/11 to northern bounda1'7 ot 
11607/11. Bedrock .... t.t. ot Oambro-Ordo.ioi.n slates. 
Austral ~ Tin Limited put down .e •• ral bor.-holes with 
hand op.rated plant in 1933, and pro.ed the thiokness ot the 
deposit to .a1'7 trQa 50 to 75 teet. JUrther details ot the 
boring are not a.ailable. 

Uppal' .ra. oommenoe. about 30 ohains aboye 
the .iddl. area and oontinues up.tream tor about 1i miles. 
The bedrook in this looality oonaists ot doloaite on eastern 
side ot ri.er and .lates on the we.t. The mutual oontact ot 
theae rooks is not .isibl.. Gold Mines ot Australia i. now 
car1'7ill8 out a hand boring campaign along the 1'lah on either 
side ot the .tr.am to te.t the allUYial depoatt 1'rom a d1'8d,­
ing aspect. 

In Pi.man Ri.er .alley wid. alluYial tlat. 
extend along the course ot the stream tro. Oorinna to halt a 
mil. abo.e WhTt. Rl.er mouth and ahould pro.e suitable deposit. 
tor tasting by boring. More extenat.a areas occur turther 
downstream below the junction with Sa.age Ri.er but th •• e would 
ln all probabl1ity ha.e a thiokness exceeding 100 teet and, 
theretore, .e too 'eep tor etteoli.e dredging. 

Th. reoent gra.els .tc. lying in the bed ot 
the ri.er are now b.ing t.sted by power boring plant op.rated 
trom a punt. 'fhis work is being ~en by Gold JUnes ot 
Auatralia between Nancy Oreek and Meredith RiTer and the 
results will be awaited with muoh interest. 



CQ1fCLUSIOJS: 

The g.ologloal mapplng ot the Corlnna 
dlstrlot has 111ustrat.d tnat .xt.nalv. potentlal gold 
b.arlng d.poslts .xlet ln the r.gion. 

The largest d.poslts are thoe. oonatltutlng 
a system ot anol.nt rlv.r l.ads situat.d tor the gr.ater 
part at h1,h l.v.ls. In the past.lt hes not a •• n gen.rally 
reoognls.d that th.s. repre.ent fllled walleys. In such 
valleys lt ls usuallT tound that the gold oonoentration 
ocour alons a more or l.ss central gutt.r torming the oouree 
ot the stream •• tor. lts valleys was ocoupl.d .y eed1menta. 
The prlno1pal 1II1nlag ao tar att...,t.d hes 'be.n establiahed 
towards the outer eaaes ot th.se d.postts. Where working. 
have approached the o.ntral part ot the .. in lead near the 
point .n.re the gutt.r mlght De expeoted to .xist, aa at the 
head ot Sallor Jaok Creek, theT hay. not reaohed bedrook. 

In any tuture plan tor prospeatlag the tiret 
•••• ntlal should b. a aystematl0 Dorlng oampalgn wlth 11nea 
ot holes exteDdlDg at rlght ansles to the oour.e ot the lead.s. 
One ot the best 100al1tles tor test1ns appears to b. aoroas 
the maln 1.a4 near the 3unctlon with the subsidlary lead, to 
the south .aat ot Brooksld. mln.. Oth.r 11nea ot bores 
spao.d at Int.PTals across the l.ad further to the south-w •• t 
would detlne the g.n.ral direotlon ot the gutt.r. 

It, and wh.n, gold oonoantratlona ot eoon0M10 
value are proved to .xlst lt wl11 b. ot the ut.o.t 1IIIportano. 
to obtaln large perenn1al 8uppli.s ot water with suftioi.nt 
head pressure to .~oit the deposlts ln a oontinuous .. nn.r 
~ hTdPaul10 slu10ing. Wlth the posslDle .xoeptlon ot Brown 
Plaln, LUOT Spur and JancT Spur deposlts, thls would probablT 
b. made poaslble by tbe oonv87ano. ot wat.r ln rao.s ~ 
dlatances in .xoess ot 20 1II11es frOlll &al •• wo04. Savage CU" 
Donaldson Rlvers. The oOlllpletlon ot the partlT oonstructed 
rao. from Donaldson Rlv.r alons LonsDaok Raqe would enable 

.aubaidlaP7 lead a on west 81de ot Savage Rlver to b. op.rat.d. 
AlternAtlv.1T tbe water oould b. syphoned acroa. that valley 
to the .ast sid. tor working 1II&1n l.ad. 

It has also b •• n 1ndloat.d that in sev.ral 
100a11 ties gravel's and alluviUIII ocourring along the ooara.s 
ot the present rivers are potentially gold b.arlng and that 
the are .. are now .elns lnv.8tigated and the d.posita tea ted 
1»y a wall-known 00llP&J17 with a view to dr.dging. 

Mines Department, 
HOIAft. 

26th JUne, 1939. 

P. BI.An 

AQTIlIG GOVElU!IIEl!'! axOLOGIST. 


