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. PRELTIIARY REPORT ON THE JANE RIVER GOLDFIELD, TASHANIA.
s . INTRODUCTION

" “The éol&field 1ieé aodth—west of Algonkian Mountain which forms péft‘
of the Prinée‘of Wales Range in central Tasmania, (Pigure 1}« Gold occufs
in seven.] cretks draimng the lower westerly slopes of Algonkisn Ht., P
;;, pos “tlcularﬂy near Uarne's Lookout (Figure 2). gLy
R 'Gold was first discovered in the district in 1894 but prospecting
becams intensive in 1935 when rich pockets of alluvial gold were found
in Reward Creék.rﬁrTﬁe field sﬁpported 30 miners in 1936 and yielded cévur"l
rundred ozs. of gold but over the past 25 years the field has only been vorked

- intermlttently by Jnd1v1dual prospectors. The only literature on the .-

.r;ea conslsts of tuo typewritten reports by F. Blake,' prepared in 1936
.. for the Department of hlnes." . :
}iécsss
' A foot—track llnks the ‘field with the Lyell Highway about 12 miles io
‘the north but the syndlcate nou holding the leases is currently bulldo
a jeep track ‘from Butlers Gorge via Loke Rufus and Ercbus Rivulet.
-EButlers Gorge (a Eydro Electrlc Commission township) is 90 miles:from Hosurt

'andrthe Jane R;ver field some 18 miles from Butlers Gorge.

" GEOLOGY

;'Hbst_tf the district.is underlain by Precambrizn netamorphic rocks,
:=mainljtquartz;muscovite,.chlorite and quartz schists with.relatively minor
doiom;tit limestones (Figure 2). = Warne's Lookout is a small hill consisting
.. of Ordovic1an cong10m=ratea and sgndutones lying unconformebly on the
L‘Precambrzan rocks.z ggiftghgg;gg_;nteraectlna the Preczubrian rocks-are

*:-common and: pebbles of white quartz carrying gold have been found in creek

' gravels-- These velns are probably the source of the alluvial gold.
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TiE CCCURIEICS OF GULD

‘ ""Gold occurs in {2) grevels and sands in Reward Cresl and 2 parslicl
¥ cruek to the noxi h,r.b) ia the upner reaches of LJ;'\:__(_-‘_dC_{._\._\:_, and 2) in

- 2 gravels o:E‘ a large river flat norih cf Warme's Leokcu’ (Figurs 2).
, = ) W

- In Reward C;:‘eal;, 'i;ha sircam Tlows for auoul 300 yards over Jolcnite.

' ”he dolo;nite bOu‘EOJ is nost in sreguler, cad e grayel cover verles

k1

wea
6 fect 'to over 30 feat 1n thicknezs., =t of thr roavel cons :ists of ‘ )

; ouarts ._:1d quariz i te pc.bbl‘.s up $01 ¢ inches diameter with .mnd, grit
znd clay J‘-‘" 5 _nd &5 Wi strize fhe grdvel cam:'y variable qunnh_hes of

'gold varying i‘m:z flOL.*‘ size o nnggeta Weighing L:p.35 dut. This is the
e T —_ A

. area fron vhich aﬁo ,:,cld bhuas Been wen =i F. Blake rozosts that 40 cvbig
yards yielded -’:r;é‘:"c;-... of gcl‘\. In this ipvestigation, =11 dishes vashod
a“' rar&c.n froo ezpoch grevel bans yieldel gold of varying size but it '
‘was cle;:l,r concentreted in tho mpre coarsely grained gravel. “Th: coarze '
gold is irre ale.r in chupe and clearly of loccl derivalion. Elghe reporis
tn;..t a rint assay s,.-a'“d a Ceciml fineness of 0.§982]. The so:d is

e -assocz.a_ted vith ;rou:;aed graing of :.hr;""":: (Zozey detoizimation) znd in ono

piace ar.ﬁall -aphéz‘c-s' of silver (?) were fow:d Ly N. Claui, :

,.:.-;.—.--“'—-—""'——-n
T Tk - 'rra.vels .ilons ciae the prwent coursc o Revard Cresll cover some
j ,J q yard" ard p bably, average 3 yanis “a ":I:Lcl-:;;cs:,. S Haever,
-

-

evrerd rbe‘c avpears o be cutting thrcash older guuvels weposited fxo

- e~
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’.'_.:t:'é“'.-:-burse'.._ ' Lc- gravals werge with these of the news creek ¢o the
docth 1o h.;\c: & axmunu area of 30,000 squyards, «nd . posstb!.e 100, o

sq yerds of gola—-be.-,:a..-g gravels.

' ‘-"L.I‘-.J.el‘ des m.,wca:x, adjacznt o Warne's leoiout, Baware Creelt o
301.—;,d (O3 other- s:.:.;l creeks to foza the headwaters of E.u-lgz Creek. L
e "_“Fele t. 8z ':we 5ravels cre f‘alrly exiensive and o shaff revenied a thickaess

gre' .tmn 30 Icat- at least sart of tie gmvels are gold beacing - '

some -i:st;.rce doun tf-c—am and gold vas wow Irox Hais area 1a 19355/3C.

C..e of tz.a S‘:z:".l crsaizs 02 'this arca is inown oS Cinaabor Creek becsuse

._}-1 iy




198004

i R e e R o e e

in 1955 irregular grains of g bar were found in the gravels, the
' mneral beinn- proved by assay. 1 was unchle to find cinnabzr in this

a

reek despz.te eareful search, o
‘ One mlle north north—east of Warae's Lookout there is a large alluv:.al
" Flat which, according to H. Claz‘k bears good gold values (Figure 2},
| B -H° is currontly proapectmg this ares by pitting and panning. The ‘ 4i
aﬁa of uhls flat is. about l 300,000 s4.yards and the depth of gravel T
. prohably grf’ater than 2 ya.rds. o ;
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o The rndica.te has. drmm stteptmn t6 three areus of gold-bearing :
| pvavels’ (a.) ‘Reward Crcel.. (b) the head of R:l.dge Creek. (c) a flat north of . v

" Varns's Loolcout. ST , : .‘
_ '_ {a) o .' This area is the only one for wh.wh them is some re...som'bly S
: ‘:-"...ellable infomation an aize and grade. The gravela cover at least
' ;O 000 sq.},“axds and possib{y 100,000 aq.yards, Taklng; 60,000 as a
Lscful nr'ura end f;ueﬁsin{; at an average 3 yards thickness, yields ‘
180 000 an. y I'Cl.:- : If thig averaged 1 dwt/ew yard, then some 9,000 0z. 04.
R bo’d cculd be present, worth about £300,000 (Australian),
S (b) A crude ‘guess of the volume of gold-bearing gravel in this area
_'ff-lds about 250 000 cu.yard.s. "The grade is unlqiown.
(c)_'. The flat is largely, unprospected 2s yet but could ressonably
LBt ntam 2, 500,000 cu.yards. of unknown grade. .
. Lhe total volune is almost 3,000,000 cu.yards. As far egs couid
he seen from this prehminary 1115pe~..t10n, the gravelé could be worked
:-»by sluicing, bulldozing axid ocal pitt:.ng.
TR : . 'I'BE LEASE SITGATION
- ~." ".7 Cla.r:c, J. B:l.bhy and J . ‘Bennetto hold a 30-acre mining lea'-*e over

LI

P.euard. Cree.:., Thi... Yensa was granted by the Nines Department with the

’ "H'u.' e S
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l:ez-:-.'i.ésioﬁ ‘of‘ the B.H.P. C0., which holc;.s an'axplpration licence covering e
the district (see. Figure 1) The syndicate huve applicd for an additional ‘
z I0-acye mining leases in this area and they already have permission

iwon B.HIF, to take out an Authority to Prospect of 8.5 sq.miles surrounding
asuard C?'eek. 'J.ne syndica.te intends t6 worlk the alluvials on Reward Creek

S ..N-_—-d--_" SR n

e OOHCLUSIONS . Lo
.ﬂ b"‘.‘!.Pf ins;:ect:.on im..icates the possibllity of thevre being annmxmatel:,

'; _:,UUO Coo. cu.yards of gold—bearing gravels near VWarne's Lockout. The
rade is- ‘clearly. hJ.,,h in Reue.rd. Cregk But is unknown in the remainder,

| oL ). extensive test:.ng would he required before a grade estimation could i
% made. . - : . _ '
_ It B.E.P.!grant the syndicate the five 30-acre mining lesses applied . )

- ‘1..1', ‘all the sravels of Reward Creek (area (a) ) will be included and alse ' . - |

Tari of those in Ridge Creek (area. {b) }. |However, at the moment the 7‘.--.

s M.,ls of area (c) are within B.H.P's exploratlon licence. The licence -
"3 ou:reqtly uoder rev:.eu by the Director of iines and some reduction .

1L rah.bly bs req\nred.: A & ‘
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