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. PRELU<TIIARY'ItRPORT ON THE JANE RIVER GOLDFIELD, TASi1ANIA.

Il~fRODUCT~ON

."

z· "The goldfield lies eouth-l'lest of Algonkian I-lowltain Hb.ich forms part

Gold occurs

l'~:M:icUle:rlirnear I/arr.e's Lookout (Figure 2) •

of the Prince of ,:ales Ilnnce in central 1'aam""ia, (Fi/lUrG 1).
•

in several creeks draining the lower westerly 'slopes of Al&onY~an Mt~,'
: ..

. Gold was first disco~ered in the district in 1894 but prospecting

beC2l".9 intensive' in 1935 >lhen rich' pockets of alluvial gold ,(ere found'

, in Hellard' Creek.' The field supported 30 miners in 1936 and yielded ceveral

j,,,ndred ozs •.of gold but over the past 25 years the field has only been lior:red

'. intercitte~tly by·?,nd:l.·vidual prospectors. The onlyli teratura on the
. , ...

.. '- are" ?OilOists' of' two·,typewritten reports by F. Blake,' prep"red in 1936

. , for the Department of Nines•..

..... -... ', 'ACCESS

A foot-track links the field with the Lyell Highway about 12 miles to

,the north but .tho sylldicate. now holding the, leases is currently bulldosing

a jeop 'track'from Butlers Gorge via Luke Rufus and Erelms Rivulet •

. Eutlers Gorge (~ Hydro Electric Co:m:ri.ssion tOI,nship) is 90 miles:from Hobart

. and the Jane River field sOme 18 miles from Butlers Gorge.

GIDLOOY

Most of the district is undeTlain by Precambrian met~orphic rocks,

'.' l'!ainly qu&rtz-muscovite, chlorite and qu"rtz scHsts with relatively minor

'. dolooitic lli~sto~~s (Figure 2). Warne's Lookout is a swall hill co.nsisting

:. of O~ovici'an conglo~erate~'and sandstones lyinC unconform<:.bly on the

. ·.···prec~bri...;.· rocks",,': Quartz, veins intersecting the ?reco:cbri"n rocks·are,

....', .

- ....

.,

been found i.n creek

.,

"
'..

• cOI:l!:lon,and p~bbles ory}1ite qUartz cFrying gold have

B-ravel~~ .-~These' ~~ins are probably the source of the, alluvial gold.
, ,
"" .,,

!;.
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.Gold occur3 in "(e.) gravols a.nd SarlQS in R0\"~:::':' t.:r~Gk ~~G. a~

~ to the north~(b) in the l:lp.:>er rl3D.;;:;~~s of l-d...:..:;;e Cl"';0l;~ ....:.:,j ~~) in

"gravels"of"a large. river flat north cf W4rne·s L~~cu~ (Fiagre 2).
---:::----:----:--:-==--'

. . In ...~;!:arc!"· C:'''e~!.:, til;;; D·i:.'~am f:lOlJs for ':-:.::'c"V.-~ 300 ~r"n:b O·.'03r ~.)lc:.:ito.

'. "','.;. "

.:' '"'6 feet :'t~ (r;';er"30' f6at in thicrr;,o2s.· Most Gf th:.' ~-::,...!·,,~l c::'!":i::>t~ of
. .... ' ~

quartz' ~~d quartzite pebbles u~ t~ 1 C~ Z infbesdiac.ter witb ~and·. 8ri~

''::'~d c:~~~~~)se~d" &~ ··rJ<::.tri~·.'· " .lr~.;/·-g::'''':tV0=.:3 :CQZ'~ V'4i'i..Q.blo qUQnt[ti~ of
: '.1' • .! • tQ I

Gold varying flU::1 flour size ~'I) l1a1f8~.tz w.if!hing t:p,,35' dwt. I),lhis is the

'. area iraQ' t'fhich D:os,~,.ccld·h<!s 'SeC!1' ".::n .=.t:.J, F. Blake 1"0;":':';'1;$ '~!:llt 40 cl....bic

. ycrds y:.elde·d 4;5'~·~~. of geld.. 1:1 t143 (nV.5ti8Iat.t.O~, 611 dishes \;ashcc.
~.'

"
is" irreL;ulcr in shupe' a.~c elaarly C1£ lo.::~l d.ecivatio"J).. Bl~c r;IJ0:ct:.::

.~ . .....;~ '" , ..
a nut a5~"":'s~~;)~':cd a c!ffciJIDi. £iJlQ,efj'$ of O.;ge2J. 1lte g01d is

··associa:ted \:i th .:roul'~.ied
" . . .

place .~~11'8ph~~~~~Ofsilver (?) unra

(l.-~··y ., ,"" ...J .••.,..•• n)\ • _<=. ........ \. .... __-c ..._""'"

~.: " .l-p.e.· gravels ,:~6lltJt.iae ihg· pr~S'el1t COU::-:3C 0-: n.:.::~rd G::-ea:: cO·.··Gr soce

~;:~i;jJ Z'l~Y~dz' ai.d· pl'obn.bly., avcr&ge :-; ~"~=:·L~ '::..! tl:"::'c~,::::~:;::.. . H':ifc:'cr,

r..,:.~.T··;"ct "'r' 'e":e ~'O""~""""'" +,. be (:u"'-t"or· i:~"rc ~.'~'" o'cl···· ,)~ .. ···'15 ·':·~··:·it,·,·1 '~"""':l... _ .... Cl._ '" ":'" ...... ::''-~.'" ..v ... -"0;. _._ ••..;'--: _ ... _ l.o-.'''''' ....>,;!'J........ ......... v
.)..

'flee Cr;"loL oiler:l" .w.itls tlter<! of tk., lIeJU ,t:<!<!k t-o {loo
!

ttlDrth to. ci"c'" .ali.rti"'~"H,,·oa of 50,O\:Q ~)'2nils, ~r.c. c. f"'$Stlote UlO,ClItl

S"'t.Y&rc!S ,of Cold7'b~.~ring l!:r.:tval~.

&=·~iei.~· ci<?~,j1:~t~\]f::!:l, edjac.::nt ·~o Har-nefs lJ',o:,ocrt, ~4Zf Cr.Y!dl :'c

'joi:1~d L:~ ~ther'~:n~ll creeks t.:> "0::-.:1 b:: h iMatl!r"S ':lc' tid".. ""uk.
· H~rc t11c :-.:.~vel~ cr~:vels t.re fairly €.:r·~(;n3iv0 af\d c $ltQf.~ 'l'evt!A1t!11. a t-tuekltcs:f'

'."~' .' .
".;'.
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.. .f.:Jr: so~~· ~~ stE-nce dO~r.3t:·G-U!:l cr~~· !f>lu .,/i!3 ~ 1"ro2 I:ki..> csu..... ift 1935/3iS ..
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I w"s uneh Ie to find cinnabar in this

The erade is unkno.m•
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roneral beinz proved by asS8Y.

crook,'despite careful searoh,

Oil" mile north north";e""t of Warne's Lookout there is a large alluvial

flat which~ ~~~ordinl" to N. Clark, bears {lood (;Old values (Figure 2).

!b iS~l1rrcntly prospectins this area by pittins and panning. The.., . . ,
",. ';,"'<J" of ,'~his. :nat is about 1,;500,000 eq.yards and the depth of gr-avel

-. " . .,- .-. < ", '.

probab~'8reater thSn 2 yards.
. . -

:'!.elds about', 250,000 eu.yards.

in 19J5'irrcgular grains of f;innabar were found in the eravels. the

'.rhe d~"'dicate ·has draun"atte,ption'tci three areae of cold-bearins

c,..avol:~· '(a) Ralfard C~ck (b}'the head of Rid.,"'O Creek (0) a flat north of
Parne' B'Lp~kOU1L, .. :.;.:::' ',. . .

. (a) ,This area is the only one for libieh the.... is some reasonably

l'cU:abi~'1trl-ormationon'sbe and erade. The gravels cover at le<lst

;:;o,ooo~'.sq'.~;~s and possib-l:YlOO,OOO sq.yards. Takinl: 60,000 as a
. -.-;" :. : . li_- " • .

,-,cd'ul ~ :l'i"lu-e end' C.lessina' at an average 3 yards thickness; yields

. leO,OCO cu••'ards. If this averaged 1 d\,t/cu yard. then some 9,000 oz. of

. !-olde~tad b'o 'present, l10rth about $300,000 (Australian).

~ (b). .A·erudeguess of the volume of (;Old-bearing gravel in this usa

. (e) .~he .flat is lar..ely, tu1prospected as yet but could reasonably. .', . , . --. .

eectain' 2,:;00,000 cu.Yards, of Ullkno\<ll grade •..

' .. ThO .. total volume is'almost 3.000,000 eu.yards. A:3 f<lr as could

be seen from thispreliminar,y inspection, the cravels could be worked

·bys1tdcins. ;bulldo;:insand. local pittinG'

, ' . N.' Clar~, J. llibby and' J. 'Bennetto hold a 3D-acre minil1G lease over

;p.euart Creek;'; , This lebse wae graJlted by the ':ines Department with the

•
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J. b::'i~finsFction 1ndicat~s the possibilitY,ot thet'e beine approximatel:)'

3,000,COO cu.yards or ,gold",:,bearirig ..-ravels near lIarne's Lookout. The

,';:'c.de is 'clearly, high in Ral'lard Cre~ tut in unknown in the remainder,

,~,l extensive testing wo~:d be required before a grade estimation could

. '.'
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\'Oz'.,[ssion of the B.H.P. Co •• which holds an exploration licence covering '.' ,.'
.~.

t!,,, district (see "igure 1). The syndic,," ie h"ve 'applied for an additionnl

~':lV0 ;;o.·acre mininr; leases in this are" and they already have permission

LQrl B.H;? to take out an Authority to Prospect of 8.5 sq.miles surrounding ,,'

::c'!Hl'd C:reeak. Thea syndicate inteands to work the alluvials on Reward Creek,

I
I

I
I

I
I

Director of ,dnes and some reduction.. ;) cil.'I'€!ltly und.er revie" by the

',' J'L l'l'Ob"biy~ be 'req~red•• '

If E •.!!.!'.' grant the syndicate the rive 3O-aere IId;nins leases applied ,.'

'I fer, all thci cravels or Reward Creek (area (a) ) will be included and. also " ,

pre of tho~e in'Ridge Creek (area (b) ). Iiowever, at the moment the "

:,o'o."",ls of ares (c)' are vi thin »~H~!"S exploration licence. The licence
i'c••,;;·
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