


WI prmhu:rd 

Value. 

.t: 
21:} 7 
1147 
2:lil 
1465 
4111 

338 
�2 �4 �~ �1�I� 

72$:.0 
7i (i!} 
6GOI 
7010 
4:J2i 

11 ,11.) 
16,nlO 
28,7J..l 
�2 �i �.�2�;�1�~ �)� 

26,H 13 
1:\6:m 

Cl iO 
1021 
�6�1 �~�j �O� 

27S5 
14,( 1)8 

-,----

Zinc p/'odlll'ed 
Vf'. 

_\ __ �~�a �~�,�, �~� 
1968 

152,880 
13,110 

334 

\

90,485 
110,601 - ------
369,468 

- -

Mt'lnl " oitl('(l in 
ne, 

Yalul·. 

£ 
7105 
6909 

23,052 
235:1 

:115,936 
268,tOO 

l,6S8,GiU 
17,201,191 

1:-1:1,7311 
570,:13·) 

7,n79,/ 22 
25,701 
�g�: �~�, �H �1�6� 

3!J3,:!3ij 
;)06 

412,467 
112,4.68 

7812 
7,824,594 

15,053,382 
196.910 
369,468 

31,988 

£ 52,341,259 

8 Nus. 1I, Hi, and 22, 

(No.1.) 

19 

No, 27. 
R £1'U Ii :V l1/wlVilJ!I lite �r�l�l�I�/�m�"�,�t�~� fKtid ilL �D�H�J�i�d�e�1�/�(�i �. �~� "./I 1/ illill!! 

C'fllI,p(m;f·8 tlm'Lnfl t/u: }' /!Ul' emllltO 3lxt December, 1925. ------
,\1 �i�l�l�f�'�~�.� Di �v�i�d�e�r�H�.�I�~�.� 

£ , . d, 

13,439 10 0 
20,000 0 0 

4648 0 0 

�~�~�I�r�·�r� ... ::::::::::::::::::::: ...... .... . 
Till .......... .. .... .. .... .. . . ....... .. . 
Silvt!r .. . .............................. . .. 
COtll ...... , ...................... ..... .. 

Total �£�~�8�,�0�8�7� 10 0 

;.; o. 28. 
RE1'URN [j/wwillq tit ... A.cerage Number of �J�>�e�r�' �(�m�~� eng(lged ill 

II1i1l11lfl dlirill[J tlte Years IS80 101925 inciluive. 

__ Yf"llr. ___ �~�~�"�m�,�*�r�.� Ycltr. \ Kumber. 

1880 .. ,,, ............. ,,. 1653 1908 .... , ... ", ..... "J 6017 
1881.. ... ",,, .. . ,,, .. ,,' 3156 1904,. ... " .... ,,,····.,. 6194 
1882 ... :" .. "'" .. ,,.... 4098 1905 ........ 6581 
1883 .. " .. " ....... ,... 3818 1906""., .. "',, .... · .. · 7005 
1884, ....... ".. 2972 1907 .. , .... , ..... · .. ,···· 7516 
1885" ... ".............. 2783 1!108 .... , ... "." ....... , 6466 
1886 ...... ,.,............ 2681 1!109............ .. 6054 
�1�~�8�7�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.�.� 3:i61 1910 ................ ·· .. · f770 
1S88..................... 2989 IHll.. ............. · .. · b241 
1889..................... 3141 l\1J:!..... ............... 5566 
1890 .. "", ... ,",....... 2868 HIIL .. .. .. ,.",· .... ·· .I 6107 
1891................ .... 3219 1!l1!. ............ · ...... · 4741 
1892......... ........... 3295 19D..................... 3908 
189;) .. "" ... ". " ..... " 3403 1916", .. " .. ", .. " .. ,., 3864 
1894 .......... " ..... ,... 3433 InI7 .. ", ...•...... ,,··,· 4050 
1895 ......... ,. .......... 4062 1918 ..... , ........ · · .. ,,· 4278 
1896 .... ,., ..•. "........ 4350 1919 .. , ... " .•..•....•. ·· 4413 
1897,." ............. ".. 4510 1920" ..... " , •.... ···. ,. 5364 
1898..................... 6052 1921. ........... · .. · .... · 4tl11 
1899 .. , ...... " ....... ,, ' 6622 1\)22"., .... " ....... ".. 3835 
1900..................... �7�0�~�3� 1923......... ..... ...... 4785 
1901..., .. " " ..... ,",. . 6923 1924 .. ", .......... "".. 5264 
1902", ........... , .. ",. 5934 1925 ............ , .. ···,.. 5110 

.'i u, 29, 
RE1'UR.V �~�/�u�J�/�c�i�I�i�9� tit" Milltllg Companitlt regul,.red during lite 

l'tar eliding 3ht Decemher, 1925. --------
N !ImLer of Companies. Capitltl. 

7 £2R,500 

In 8l1dition to the aoove. nine Agents lor Foreign COlllpnni('.!\ 
and two SyndicIlres undt'r Part VII.. of the Act were registered. 

;\ n 30. 
"b;TV 11 N s/wmi1l!1 II,e A o ... ,.,,!,... ,VlllI/htl' of .11 in""'s "1IIpuJyed 

duri7lq the }'ear ... 1''/;'111 3ht DrCl!mber, 1925. 

Division. 

Northern and Southern ......................... .. 
North-Eltstern ....................................... .. 
Eastern .................................... ............ .. 
N orth-\V e!:otern ......................................... . 
\Vestrrn .............. .. ............................... ... . 

NumbpT. 

�4�2�1�~�7� 

413 
542 
530 

1488 
--------

No. 3l. 
Ii J::'I'V /I N lI/uJlving tlte Total Amount of Uenls, Fee" �~�C�"� received 

hy tht! Jl'intl Department dur;'l[J the Year ending 31st Duember, 
1925, 

Hettd of Revenue. 

Bent of Auriferous and Mineral Land .............. . 
Fl'cs, ditto ditto ......................................... . 
Survey Fees .............................................. . 
Ft't's u,I,lder" Explosives and Inflammable Liquid 

A_cr. .............. ....................................... .. 

'fo ... l, .... ,., .... ... ". ·.,··· ·", .. ,,·,····· 

No. 32. 

Amount. 

£ •. d' 
12,4.15 IS 6 

1241 5 5 
1848 1" 3 

572 4 8 
-----

£16,078 6 10 

II R1'URN s/wwillQ tlte 1'otal Areu of Land and Number of'Sluice. 
Iteads o( Wai ... r applied for during tlte Year ending 31st 
.Decnllber, J925. 

Mincrili. 

Barytes .................. . 
Cl.y ................ ,." ...... . 
Cou.l ........................ . 
Copper ...... , .... "." .... . 
Gold ....................... . 
Gems ...................... .. 
Galena ....... ............. .. 
Iron ........................ . 
:'t1inerals ... .......... .... .. 
Osmiridium .............. .. 
Pyritic Ore ............. : 
�S�i�l�v�~�r� ...................... .. 
Stone ...................... .. 
Sl.w .. " .... " ... ,. ,., ..... . 
Tin ........................... . 
Zinc .......................... . 
Machinery Sites ...... .. 
�'�\�1�i�n�i�n�~� Easem('nts .... .. 
Dredgmg Claims ....... .. 
Water Rights and Dam 

Sites .................... .. 
Licences to soo.rch for 

Coal or OiL ........... .. 

Number. 

1 
1 

13 
1 

41 
1 
1 
1 

52 
5 
3 
5 
6 
1 

121 
2 
3 
6 

15 

41 

18 

SI uiceheads.. Area. 

------- - ---

197 

Acres. 
80 
19 

8639 
80 

967 
5 

40 
54 

2024 
45 

103 
210 
192 

40 
2914 

151 
1tl 
47 

273 

85 

18,909 
--- - - ------- ----

l!38 197 24,898 

No. 33. 
R ETU liN .hmcing Total Number and Area fir .T.e01Jt!/f alld LicelH:e, 

�i �. �~�l�t�e�d� durmg tlte Year endillg 31st Decelllbn-, 1925. 

MinernJ. 

Arsenic .................. . 
Arsclli {.'al Pyrites ...... .. 

�g�~�~�r� .. �~� ... ::::::::::::::::::::: 
Dredging <..:lnil118 ....... .. 
Gold , ... ,"" , .. " .......... . 
Gems ....................... . 
Iron ........................ .. 
Limestone ................ .. 
1\1 int'rals .................... . 
Machinerv Sites ......... . 
Mining EHsements ....... . 
Oil .•... , .. , ...... "",· .. ····· 
Pyrites ................... .. 
Silver .Lead ... .......... .... . 
Slate ......................... . 
Shale Oil ................ .. 
l'in .................... ······· .. 
Water Hights ............. .. 
Li cenct!8 to sellrch for 

Coal and Oil ........... . 

Leases. 

4 
4 
ti 
6 

47 
1 

10 
3 

70 
4 

13 
1 
1 
6 
3 
1 

145 
51 

16 

Sluicehettds. 

143 

Areu.. 

Acres. 
10 

164 
332 

1610 
99 

820 
SO 

354 
583 

2083 
9 

104 
236 

8 
63 

151 
006 

4007 
289 

12,269 
------ - -------- ---

390 143 24,610 



(No. 1.) 

20 

No. 34. 

RE'J'lJ R N ' !towing lite Total Number or Leases and Lit;clIces 
in forcE Oil 31st December, 1925. 

.Mi llcral. No. of 
Leases. 

No. of 
8!uicehett.de. Area. 

--.--.-------·1- ----·1---

Asb('~t08 ... ..... .. ... . . ..... . 
Coal . ..... .. ..... .... . . .... . 
Copper ... ..... .. ... .... ... . . 
Cluy ... ..... ............... . . 
Dredging Claims . .. , .... .. 
Gold .. ..... .. .... .... .. ... . . . 
Gems .... . ... . . .... ...... .. . . 
Troll .... ... .. ..... .. ..... . . 
Kaolin ... ...... .... .. . . ...... . 
Limf'stone ... ... . ........ . . . 
Mining Easements .. .... , 
Mllchinery Sites .... .. .. . . 
Minerl:l.ls .. . .. . ....... .. ... .. . 
Nickel. . .... .. . .. ... .. ....... . 
Osmi ridium .. ...... ... ... . 
Ocl, re ..... . ... ... ... ... ..... . 
Serpentine . .. ....•.... ... ' .. 
Shttle ... . .. ..........• . . .. . .. . 
Silver-lead .. .... . ...... .. .. . 
Slate ......... ... ... . ....... . 
Tin .. .... .... ..... ..... . ..... .. 
Wtt.tcr ·right.s and DII.IIl 

Sit f' s ~ ........ .. ....... .. 
W olf'r anl .... .. . ...... .. ..... . 
Licences to scarch for 

Coal or Oil ............ . .. 

1 
35 
3 
3 

20 
70 

1 
19 

1 
9 

77 
27 

121 
1 
4 
1 
9 
2 

19 
1 

334 

371 
3 

19 

1151 

I 
I 

1604 

1604 

Acres . 
1 

9922 
90 
13 

195 
1340 

80 
908 

6 
1271 

579 
112 

7845 
80 
88 
20 

485 
1589 

653 
71 

10,348 

2167 
46 

14,130 

52,033 

No.3a . 

Ii 1!.''l'UR N showing the Annual Value oj' Miner,,' Product.~ /01' '/'f> 
Stale nj Tasmmlinfrom 1880 if} 1925 i7iclluive. 

____ y_~ __ r ___ ____ v_._lu_e. ___ I ______ y_~_r_._ ValuC'. 

1880 ... ..... .. ... . . 
1881.. ............ . 
1882 ........... ... . 
1883 ... ........ .. . 
1884.. ... ......... . 
1885 .. .... ... ..... . 
1886 .............. . 
1887 ... ... .. .... .. . 
1888 .... " .... .... . 
1880 ...... ....... .. 
1890 ........ . ... .. . 
1891.. . . . . ... . ... . 
1892 ....... .. ..... . 
1898 . ..... ... . . .. 
1894.. ......... .. .. 
1895 ....... .. ...... [ 
1806 .......... .. .. . 
1897 ... . ...... .. . . 
1898 .. . .. ....... .. . 
1899 ...... . ...... .. 
1900 .. ......... ... . 
1901.. ............ . 
1902 . ....... .. .... . 
1903 . .. .. . . .. .. .. . . 

£ 
554,081 
602,723 
556,306 
560,873 
468,:102 
,')1 8,885 
489,966 
593,256 
616,783 
504,718 
444,210 
528,888 
526,909 
G27,909 
732,764 
575,692 
662,058 

1,006,140 
1,071 ,084 
1,660,622 
1,888,695 
1,763,896 
1,378,406 
1,354,044 

£ 
I{)04 ..... .. . ... 1,3i9,204 
1905............... 1,729,129 
1906...... ... 2,257,147 
1907.... .. ......... 2,277,159 
1008.. .... ] ,650,027 
1909..... .......... ] ,57'1,995 
1010 ... . . ......... 1,432,] 93 
1911..... 1,349,497 
1912... .. .. . ....... 1,493,502 
1913............. . . 1,415,700 
1914.............. . 1,007,038 
1915.... ........ ... 1,225,575 
19]6..... .. ...... .. 1,521,050 
1917.. . ............ 1,584 ,290 
19 18........ .... . 1 ,750,~74 
1919.... .. ... .. .... 1,301,090 
1920....... .. ...... 1,4.2 1,104 
1921. .. ............ 822,8b l 
1922............... 1,013,415 
1923......... 1,2 19,456 
1924.... ...... ..... 1,496,804 
1925............. .. 1,700,86 1 
V nen umerated 

prior to 1894 31,088 
1-----

£52,34 1,259 

No. 36. 
RETURN S/lOwi7lg the Number and Area of Leases held under" 7'/'e /lfining Ad," inforct ml 31st Decembe,., 

101 7 fo 1925 inciusirJe. 
------~----~-----,-------,--.--------~------~----~------------

In force 011 l In force on In force on I II force on I In fOl"ce 011 

Nature of 
Lease. 

For )1i nemls, 
Silver, Tin, 
/«0. 

For Cott l, 
Sltl.te, 
Shale, &c. 

For Gold 
Droo1fing 

Clllilns 
Mining 

Easements 
Mllchinery 

Sites 
Licences to 

.carch fo r 
Coal or Oil 

Water-ri gh ts 
l\1 ineml 
.nd Gold 

In force on 
31st Dec. , 

IP17. 

I n force on 
318t Dec., 

1918. 
3 18t Dec., 31st Dee., 318t Dcc., :l Ist Dccemb,'r,l:nst December: 

1910. IH20. 192 1. 19~2. 1923. 

In force on 
31st Dec. 

1924. 

In force 011 
31st Dec .. 

11125. 

_N_'O_. _A_,"_'_. _N_o_. _A_"'_'_. __ N_o_. _,,_re_"_ 1 No'1 Area. _ No. I_A_"_'_, _1_N_'o_· I __ A_re_,_. _1._:<_0' _A~~ NO.:, _A_,_e~ ~ _A_"'_'_. 

Acres. Acros. Acres. AcreS. Acres. Acres. Aero!. Ac,·cs. Acr08. 
87636,203 796 32,011 829 3 ] ,006 795 30,043 90] 3] ,719 716 26,459 614 21,880 46023,308 63223,588 

50 18,138 44 10,729 45 11 ,562 50 11 ,667 

91 1761 43 657 32 587 65 1403 
30 401 23 323 31 482 30 410 

105 62 III 594 113 608 0' 616 

38 175 37 165 R8 180 83 147 

557 2085 & 404 2121 & 551 211 6 & 559 2094 & 
2035 1865 1975 1982 

66 15,430 73 16,809 

92 1894 127 2424 
29 413 36 899 

97 621 87 607 

~4 152 31 123 

51 117,031 73 137,69'.l 

601 16,053 

108
1 

16H7 

::1 ::: 
30 124 

301 84,761 

4851 2 147 & 

27 8901 

91 182H 
20 289 

77 502 

26 115 

21 38,528 

85 9922 

70 1340 
20 195 

7'i 57!) 

27 11 2 

19 14,130 

sluice- sluice. sluice- sluice- I 
___ -'_-'-..:h:.::ea::''''I'::L_-'-..:h:.::''''::d'''''-'_-'- head_' __ ~ ..!:e8~_ 

5482247 & 
2060 

sluice­
head. 

498 3002 & 
1814 

sluice­
hcads 1 

1612 
sluicc­

hoods 

338 1990 & 
1520 

sl ui ce­
hends 

371 2167 & 
1604 

fl luicl..'­
hends 

Cop 

Spel 
Tin-

Silv. 



ucts for tlil' 

--.--

Vttlu~. 

----

£ 
1,379,20-1 
1,729,129 
2,257,H i 
2,277,159 
1,650,02i 
1,574,995 
1,432,193 
1,349,497 
1,493,502 
1,415,700 
1,007,038 
1,22!) ,5i5 
1,521,050 
1,584,290 
1,750,1)74 
1,301,090 
1,421,104 

822,8f>l 
1,013,415 
1,2 19,456 
1,496,804 
1,700,861 

31,988 

£52,341,259 

,,,,be,., 

In force 011 
31st Dec" 

1925. 

No. Arell. 

8. Acres. 
08 532 23,588 

0 1 35 9922 

.2H 70 1340 
:89 20 195 

,92 77 57!) 

! 15 2i 1\ 2 

)28 ]9 14,1:10 

0& 37 12167 & 
20 1601 
ice- ~l u ict.'-
,ds iWl.lds 

I 
I 

(No. I.) 
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No.3i. 

(.'0 ill P AUt!'/' IV i:': Statement of lIelJellu(' Ir(JI:t Mines, /'e;nq ilerds, Fee", Slllrrt(Je 01 E'3:plo.~ivI'H, ~'c. 
(exclusive ql Survey Pees), poid tu tlie Trc(t,\'ury for the Year.' cndiJl{1 30th. J/lUI', /,.0111 1882 to 1903, 
llnd fo r Six montlts endin!J 3bt December, 1903, find for tlte Years ending 3 1st December, 1904 to 1925, 
;',clusive. 

Year. 

1882 .. ... . ...... .. .... .. ........ .. 
1883 ................. .. .. . ..... .. 
1884 .......... . ............... ... . 
1885 ....... . ........ .... ...... . .. . 
1886 .................... .. .... .. 
1887 ...... ... ... ....... ..... . ... . . 
1888 .. .. ... ......... .. ..... ...... . 
1889 ...... .... ........ .. .. .. ..... . 
1890 ...... .... ................... . 
1891 ......................... .. .. . 
1892 .. . ...................... .. .. 
1893 .... .. ...................... .. 
1894 ..................... .... .... . 
1895 . ....... ....... ............. .. 
1896 ............................. . 
1897····· ................ ··· .. · .. ·1 
1898 ....... .. ........... .. .. .. .... : 
1899 ....... ..................... .. 
1900 . ... .................... ... .. . 
1901 ........... . ... .... ... .. .... .. 
1902 ... ... .... .. ................. . 
1903 ........ ..................... . 

Amollnt. 

£ s. d. 
23,077 1 9 
15,489 14 5 

6981 11 10 
11 ,070 5 7 
12,523 10 4. 
14,611 11 5 
23,502 8 4 
17,254 9 0 
26,955 4. 9 
37,829 16 5 
17,568 18 4 
16,97 1 9 2 
16,732 7 7 
15,8:!8 1 9 
20,901 13 2 
:l5,631 0 3 
33,1361 13 9 
24,606 10 5 
28,380 11 10 
21,~69 5 2 
19,471 0 1 
17,776 14 3 

Year. 

1903,1 July to 31 Dec . .. .. 
1904, JUII. to Dl!c .......... . 
1905 ...... ................... ... .. 
1906 ... .......................... . 
1907 ................ .. ........... . 
1908 ... ... ... ... ..... .. .... .. .... . 
1909 .... . .. .. ........ . ........ ... . 
1910 .......... . .... .. .......... . .. 
1911 ............................ .. 
1912 .......... .......... ..... . .. .. 
1913 ... ... ....... .. ......... ..... . 
1914 ... . . ...• .. ........ ... .. .. .... 
1915 ........ .... ................ . 
1916 ............. ... ..... ...... .. . 
1917 .............. . ..... .. .... ... . 
1918 ........ . ....... .. ..... . ..... . 
1919 ............... ... . ........ . .. 
1920 ............................. . 
1921 ........ .... . . ..... ......... . 
1922 ......... ... .......... ....... . 
1928 ............................. . 
1924 .. ..... ............ ..... ..... . 
192~ . ... ....... .... ... .. ......... . 

Amount. 

£ s. d. 
14,758 17 1 
16,631 8 ;, 
20,'108 17 0 
24,136 12 5 
24,704 7 7 
20,lill 3 ° 
22,804 1 5 
22,221 18 0 
20,:>56 lfj 10 
17,639 19 11 
10,410 17 8 
14,087 0 6 
17,679 3 6 
14,678 19 \0 
14,669 7 2 
17,833 14 9 
15,388 7 7 
16,767 11 6 
11 ,248 I4 11 
14,184 7 3 
13,2~4 11 9 
14,678 13 11 
14,229 8 7 

The above Statement does not include Stamp Duties upon Transfer of J. .. eases and Begistrntion of' Com­
panies-, nor the Tux puysble ul)Q1I Dividends, tram which sources lurgo sums are derived. 

No. 38. 

R E 'I'U 11 N 8/wwlug tlte Avel'age Annual Price.<; for 1l1 i,Mrals during rt!l'ent years. 

A vemge I A vcrage A \"Crage Average A veruge 1 Average Average A verag. 1 A v"mge A verl:lge 
for for fo r fOI' for for for fol' for for 

1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 11»19. 1920. 19Z1. 1922. I 11»Z3. 19Z4. 

--- ------------- --- ----- -----,----- -----
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. eI. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. 

Copper-Standard, 
9 116 3 125 2 5 11 5 11 90 19 97 12 69 8 8 62 63 4 3 Spot : per tall ... 72 12 1 6 4 5 3 6 66 7 4 

Letid--Sofl. Foreign : 
8 30 19 6 83 13 11 per tall .. . .... .. 22 17 30 0 0 30 2 8 28 311 38 4 7 22 14 6 23 14 \0 25 19 4 

Spelter : per ton ......... 66 13 8 68 8 II 52 3 6 52 311 42 5 3 45 4 6 26 4 1 29 14 2 32 18 4 33 12 0 
Tin- Standa.rd, Spot: 

Average 
fo, 

19Z5. 

---
.I; 8. d . 

61 9 7 

35 17 3 
36 ~ 0 

per ton ........ 164 4 0182 3 5237 13 132Ull . 2257 9 8296 1 7165 8 2 1 ~9 10 9191 7 5248 17 4261 J 8 
Silver- S ta n d u rd, s. d. 8. d. s. d. 8. d. s. d. 8. d. ,. d. s. d. I 8. J. s. d. s. d. 

Spot : l~r oz ... 1 11 '69 2 7'32 3 4'63 3 ll ·e7 4 9'06 5 1' 56 3 0'875 2 10'41 2 8'37 2 9'97 2 8 
I 



(No. I.) 

REPORT OF THE MOUNT CAMERON WATER-RACE BOARD l"OR ntt: 
YEAR ENDED 31sT DECEMBER, 1925. 

8m, 
We have the honoul' to submit our l'eport for the year 

ending 31st December , .1925. 
Monoaer. - Mr. David Shields still holds this position, 

and has carried out his duties faithfully, and to the entire 
satisfaction of the Board. 

Bace.-The scrubbing and cleaning of the mce was 
carried out in April, and the opportunity was taken to 
shoot out the number of old stumps which had for 
years caused leaks, and the race is now in tll'st­
class order , but as the rainfall for the yea.r, both at 
lIla.in intake and Little Mussel Hoe intake, was only 22 
inches. as compared with 38 jnches for t he year 1924, there 
has been a slight shortage, and the demand could not be 
fully met. Thera w C l 'e about 22 heads coming through 
toward the end of the year. The Purdue branch race was 
widened fit :.I. cost of £58 136. Bd., half of which was paid 
by the Compee r Tin Mining Company, whose ground it 
serves. 

Flwlt'ingl and Syphon-I. - These are all in fair condi tion 
but will require to be coated with tar during the current 
year. 

General.-Repairs to the Manager's cottage, the repaint~ 
ing thereof , was authorised at the last annual meeting, 
and have been attended to, as also the fence, and · the 
Board 1s property in now in first-class order. 

Prop05ed Ex tenliorL 01 the Race.- A special meeting of 
the Board was held at Gladstone on the 13th August, 11.125 , 
to consider the necessity of ext-ending t he race a further 
4t miles beyond its present terminus, when the following 
resolution wns carried-

If That it be recommended by the Board to the Minis~ 
ter that the eX'ltension of tile Mount Cameron 
'Vater Race for a distance of 4t miles from the 
present terminus be proceeded with , ttt an estimated 
cost of F:ight hundred Pounds; und that the 
necessary sU I'vey and levels be put in hand forth­
with; ., 

and the Oha irman was instructed to convey such resolution 
to the Honourable the Minister for Mines, and it is with 
grave concern that the Board learns that you have refllsed 
to approach .Parliament for. the necass;uy provision, and 
the matter Will be further diSCUssed at the annual meeting 
called for the 10th March instant. 

Bainlall.-Th e registered rainfall for the ~vear wn s as 
follo\\'s :- Mnin intake, 23 inches 13 points · Li tlle Mussel 
Roe intake. ~ illchcs 45 points. ' 

Uf'velllw. - The revenue for the .venl'. which includes the 
sum of £29 66. lOel. received towards the cost of widening 

the Purdue branch of the Mount Cameron Water Uaee, 
nmounted to £1029 16s. ,lOd., being a decl'ense of £134 
135. 8d. on the previous year. 

!;.r.penditure,- The expenditure amounted to £looi J6s. 
Ud., being) an increase of £171 56. 9d. on that of the 
previous year. 

Stati"ticI.- The statis tics for the year are as follow; ­
Average number of claims supplied per week, U. 
Greatest number supplied for anyone week,16. 
Total number of sluice heads of water supplied-Under 

fixed or cash scale, 31H; under royalty or c:l'edit 
scule, 1316 ; total , 16331-. 

l(eceiptl.- 1.'otal receipts for the yeur-
'Vater sold under fixed scale .. .. ...... .. 
Water wid under royalty scule ...... ..... . 
Half-cost of widening Purdue branch of the 

£ 
285 
777 

s. U. 
15 7 
14 5 

Mount Oameron 'Vnter Ittlco padd by 
Compeer Tin Mining Company, No Lia~ 
bility ... ... .. . ... . .. ... ... ... ... ... 29 6 10 

£1,092 16 10 

J::.£peluj.i ture.-
&t1aries and wages ... ... ... ... . . . 
'fravelling expenses ............. .. 
Repairs to race ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
Insurances ....................... . 
Stationery, stores, freight ........... . 
Widening Purdue bnnch of race .. . 
Cleaning and scrubbing race ........ . 
Repairs and painting Manager's residcnce 

£ •. d. 
722 4 8 
30 16 9 
17 10 11 
6 l~ 1 

33 2 9 
58 13 8 
78 3 4 
60 12 9 

£1,007 16 11 

Paid to the Public Debts Sinking Ii' lInd for 
the ,Veal' onded 30th June, 1925 (includ­
ing ~oiety of rents of mine rnl lands 
served by the race) ... ... ... ... ... .. . £2 0 7 

'Ve have the honour to be, 
Sir 

Your obedient sel'vnnts, 

W . A. PRE'l'YMAN, Chail'ma l)' 
JAS. OGJLym, } 
J . O. HUDSON, .( b 
ORCIJI G. JtYAN. ~, l'1I1 c r'!. 
JOHN SIMPSON, 

REPORTS OF THE GOVERNMENT GEOLOGISTS. 

SUt, 
1 ha ve the honoll l' to 

31st December , 192.5. 

Mines Department, 
Hohar t, 18th May, l OW. 

submit my repor t for the yea r ended 

Ji'ie7<l Tn t"edigoti01l". 
The e:u·!ie r parl of the .\·(>n r was devoted to t he completion 

of th", (i eo loglt'nl Survcy of the 11isle Goldfield , :\1; portion 
or t h{' P"og l'nmlll(' fO I' the :-'ysU>lllat-i(' i nvest-i ~nt i o ll _If t hc 
nOl' t h-{':lSlf' rll go ldft f' ld .<L The plnn and repor t th('r'colt h:I\'c 
hl"t'll (·olllplet.ed and fi re now in t he f'our.:se of Jlublication . 

l\UIIle-I·OU,., other speci HI examinations were ca rri cd out 
the most impol·tanl bcinl( the ('('me nt materi:ll s fit Paloon:~ 
:" ,d qpho<;{·. the 'North ZI ·ehnn mining di8l riet . Lbe :rllllvial 
;: nd detn tal tin deposits of the Waratnh ni v(, I' va 11(" \ · and 
the OOl1ah ~ Henrietb, slllll(' an'ax. . , 

lrl ('onllf'dio rl with t. lr e ('e llwn t mate'rial s :It PalOOll ll and 
:HelroM!, 1\ C'ornpHIl.\· i ~ ill proel'SS of ro rma t ion in ord-el' to 
estahl ish a t'cme nt indll'itry. The ti n d('posit'i of tir e Wuratuh 
ya lley Iw v{' hecll tahn over h.\' the Moun t His(· hoff Tin 1\'Iining 
COnll);IIl.\· II \'0 ('o rl tPlII pl:l te the \\'o rl,i ng t hel·(>of. 

'I'lrt ' fll: l,f\\·ill j.! Ii ... ! (·01I1 Jfl· i .... f'': :, 11 Ih!' ftf'I(1 ( ''\a rr li rl ;l!i OlI ~ 
(':nTie(\ Ollt : 

on 



TH.8 

;er Race, 
of £ 134 

:l OOi 16s. 
It of the 

follow 

II. 
16. 
:d-linder 
or credit 

£ s. d. 
285 10 7 
777 14 5 

29 610 

.,002 16 10 ----
£ •. d. 
722 4 8 

30 16 9 
17 10 11 
612 1 

33 2 9 
58 13 8 
78 3 4 
60 12 9 

1,()()7 16 11 

£2 0 7 

Jhail'lnan. 

!I! ( cmbCl'!, 

I 

I 

re carried Ollt, 
'ials at PaloolH\ 
-jet. the alluvial 
in!" vallcy, nnd 

OIL 11,.loona and 
,i.01l i 1\ order to 

of the ' Vuratuh 
:-hoff 'f in ) '1 ining 
eof. 
Iii ('Xillllill,diilH~ 

(1) G'eolop:ical Examination of myth's l!'n,)cholll, Beacons­
field. 

(2) Gec;>logical Examination of alleged discovery of Gold at 
Loir. and Rookery (Winkleigh). 

,(3) Geological Examination of Ringarooma. United Gold 
Mine, Alberton. 

(4) Geological Examination of Mount Horror Arsenic 
Prospect. 

(5) Geological Examination of Slido's Prospect, 'Wnrren-
tinna. 

(6) Geological Examination of \Vnrdlaw Prospoot, Alber­
ton. 

(7) Geological Examina.tion of tho TJislc, Cradle Creek, 
Little Molly, and St.. Patrick's Rive r Mines, near 
Lisle. . 

(8) Geological Exa.mination of Cement Materials at 
PaJoona and Melrose. 

(9) ~logir:al Examihation of Dennison Golc1 Mining 
Area. 

(10) Geological Examination of Lisle District (completion 
of investigation). 

(11) Geological Examination of Reservoir Site at Kelcie's 
Tier for Devonport Council. 

(12) Geological Exammation of 'fin Ore Prospects at 
Oonah and Hampshire. 

(13) Geological Examination of Galena and Blende Lode at 
Preston. 

(1'4) Geological Examination of Oonah and Henrietta Shale 
Areas, 

(15) Geological Examination of Zircon Doposits near 
Lister's Hill. 

(16) Geological Examination of Muenna Coal and Shale 
Mi ne, Preolenna. 

(17) Geological Examination of Zoohan ('North) Silver-lead 
Area. 

(18) Geological Examination of Swansea Mine, Zoehan . 
(19) G'oological Rxamination of Pino Hill and Kerslake 

Mine, Renison Bell. 
(20) Geological Examination of Bell's Hill Tin Mine, BI'!lnx­

holm. 
(21) Geological Examination of Mammoth Tin Mine, 'Weld­

borough. 
(22) Geological Examination of JJioorator and Cambria Tin 

Mines, Dlue Tier. 
(23) Examination of tbe Mount Cameron Water Race , 

Gladstone. 
(24) Geological Examination of Miner's Dream )1ine, 

Mathinna. 
(25) Geological Examination of Old Boys' Mine. 
(26) Geological Examination of Adams River Osmiridium 

Field. 
(27) Geological Examination of Shaw's Prospect, B'ro\vn's 

River. 
(28) Geological Examination of Lamph Prospect, Port 

Cygnet. 
(29) Geological Examination of Alluvial Tin Ore Deposits, 

'Varatah River. 
Tn connection with the above, and other examinations, and 

on olher £ubjects the following reports have been prepared:­
(I.) R eport Oll Blyth's lfreehold , n('flr B'eaconsfielc1. 
(,2) Report. on alleged discovery of Gold at T.oir'\ and 

Rookery (Winkleigh). 
(3) Ueport. on :'IIount Horror Arsenopyrite Prospect. 
(4) Report on 'Vnrdlaw IJrospect. Alberton. 
W) Prelimhary R eport on Bc~.~('11 Reward Gold Proo;;pect. 
(6) Report on Cement Materiab at Melrose and Paloona. 
(i) Ueport on Site of proposed Reservoir, J{elrie's 'fieI'. 
(R) Report. on Prospects of tho R ingn roomn. G'old :'IIining 

Company. 
(9) PrcliminalY Heport ()n lhe Goldfields of Lisle nnd 

District. 
(10) Report on the Alluvial :!nd Detl'it;ll Tin Orc of 

'Vnratah River Valley. 
(111) R eport on the Adams River OsmiridiuIl1Field- Sltun-

tion ~nd Access. 
(lZ) Adams River Osmi ridium Field. 
(13) Report on Cement Materials at Melrose. 
(1.1) Report on the Operations of the 'Muenna (",onl Mining 

Syndicate. . 
(15) Hep~rt. on the Cold Prospects at Hallam' S, Piper 

RIVer. 
(16) Report on the Mount Cameron 'Wnte r Haco Area at 

Gladstone. 
(17) R eport on the Miner's Dl'C.'lm Gold ~(jne, at 

:\fathinn;l. 
(lQ.) Report on the Bell Hill 'Pin Mine, 'Veldhorough. 
(19) R epol·t on the ,)fammoth :'I(ine. 
eO) Heport. on the Rwansea Mine. 

PTf'JlflTotiml and Puh1,ro iiml oJ Rll11eti11& , &r. 
Durin},!; thC' ~fenr tIle following: pllhlication wnR Jlrinted nnd 

hccamc :wailable for issue:-

(No. I.) 

G'eological Survey Bulletin, No. 36.-Tho Dunda~ :'Ilinera l 
Field. 

The u,cport on tho IJisle Gold-field has been completed and 
is now being printed for issue as Geological Survey Bulletin, 
No. 37. 

Other Duties Performed. 
In addition to the above field invest.igations and th0 pre­

paration of the reports thereon , a. considerable amount of 
attention was devoted to the following, among ot.her 
matters :-

Atutralian Shale Oil COI'poTation Bill.-]~vidence was ,given 
before the Select Commit.too appointed by the Legislative 
Council in connection with the above Uil!. Atwntion was 
given to other matters in connection with this matter, such 
as selection of bore-sites, visits of inspection, technical advice, 
&c. 
Federa~ ParLiamentary l,)ublic Accounb Committee JiJnquir!l 

on Oil Shale Industry.-Evidence was also given before the 
Commitwe when sitting at JJatrobf-. 

ConJerence oJ State Geologists, lUelbourne.-Attendance WflS 

made at tbis important Conferenco in Melbourne. One direct 
result was the retention by the Commonwealth of the bounty 
on sbale oil, which was in danger of being removed. 

Oil Panel, A tHltraZian· Com,montvealth Standard& Cmnm1ttee.­
NumeroU] a.ttendances were made as Chairman at the sittings 
of the State Committee of this Panel. The meeting of t.he 
Australian Committee in Melbourne was also attended. 

Coal PaRel, A ust1'alian Com .. monwealth Standard& (.'0111,­
m1ttee.- The various meetings of the State Committee of this 
Panel were also attended. 

RQ11..tine Dutie&. 
During the year the amount of inward and outward (;Ol'l'~S­

pondence was very larr;z:e and, in addition, an extraordinary 
number of visitors called for inwrviews. These conditions 
were largely brought about by the discovery of the Adams 
River Osmiridium Field and the large amount of information 
sought by intending visitors thereto. Apart from this how­
ever, the usual number of inquires about all varieties of 
m~n~ral deposits in Tnsmania and the attendant problems of 
nunlng and treatment were mnde. 

Yours faitbfully, 

A. MoINTOSH REID, Government Geologist. 

'V. A. PRET1.'MAN, Esq., Secretary for Mines, 
Hobart, 

Hobart, 18th May, 1926. 
Sm, 

1 nAVE the hOllour to submit my 
31st December, 1925. 

report for the year ended 

J:.'ield Investiaations. 
The earll' part. of lhe year \\ as devot.ed to the tomplet.lOn 

of the geo ogienl and t.opograpillcal ~urvey of the Campbell 
'1'O\\,~l-Col1ara-St. Mllrys dlslI'lel for t.he State Development 
Adnsory Uoard. 'fhe report and plans t.hereof have bet'll 
completed, and <Ire now being printed for issue as " Unuer­
grou nd Water-Supply Paper No.4." 

Tbe mo:-.t impodant He!d investigat.ion was the geologica l 
surny of thc rccelllly dls<,o\'erecl Adams Rivcr osmiridium 
field, t.o which two months were devoted. Tho osmiridium is 
shed from serpentine dcrived from bronzitite rocks as is found 
?1l all oS1I1iridium fields in TI'H~mnnia. The serpe~tille occurs 
Ill. the f~)J'1n of n 1nrc:e d:vkt·-like. intrusion, being one mile 
wlde at Its northern end (from wInch the greater nart of the 
osmiridium has heen ~hed) and gradually decreasing in width 
to the south. The ('Iaims iwinp; worked are all alhn'ial, and are 
not restricted to lhe' serpentine tll't'a, the majority being on 
the sandstone area lo the west of lho serpentine. 

In addition a numher of ~pe('in l investigations wero made a 
large proport.ion of \\'lli('\t \\'('re connected with supplies' of 
underground \\ <lter. 

'rhe following li!;t. cO l1tainR a complete st.atement of the 
field work performed: -

(1) Geological Sur\'Cy of the Campbell Town-Conara-St. 
l\[an's Di.:;triel. 

(2) Ceologienl T<~xnminalion of "'The Braes," 'Voodhury. 
(3) Geologir;ll Rtln·~." of Upper Portion of the Arthur 

Ri,'er COll'''t'rvation Hf'heme. 
(4) Ceological Examina.tion of :'If I'. O. A. B'arber's Prop­

erty at Routh Arm. 
(.3) Geologirnl ]~xal1lination of No.1 Rore "The B I':tes," 

\VoodhuI'Y· 
(6) CC'fllogic,,1 F~xa III i lin t ion ~If the 'l' n<;;mn 11 "11<1 Crown 

TJYl'llRxtcllded Mine', QllCCllstown. 



(No. I.) 
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(7) Geological Examination of " Lowes Jlark " Woodbury. 
(8) Geologjcal Examination of l'roperty of M~ . C. Salmo;), 

Antill Ponds. 
(9) Geological Examination of l'roperty of Mr. C. };. 

Triffett, Tunbridg&. 
tlO) Geological Examination of Property of Mr. E. E. 

Powell (Little Plains), Tunuridge. · 
(ll) Geologi~nl Examination of Property of MI'. Lodge, 

TunbrIdge. 
(12) Geological Exnmillfltion of }lropcrty of Mr. Rothw~lI, 

Tunbridge. 
(13) Geological Examillution of Property of Mr. C. E. 'Iriff­

ett, Tunbridge. 
(14) Geological Examinat ion of Property of Mr. E. Dowl­

ing, Ross. 
(15) Geological Examination of Property of Mr. Nichoi:;()n 

(Trulands), Campbell Town . 
(16) Geological Survey of Property of Mr. H. D. Reed .. 

(Ivanhoe), Plenty. 
(17) Geological Survey of Golden Zone Mine, ]~efros · 
(18) Geological Survey of Adams River Osmiridiutll J;idd. 
(19) Geological Survey of Prospects of Florentine Mining 

Company, Mount Mueller District. 
In connection with the above and other field trips and on 

other subjects the following reports were published: -

(1) Report on Sulphide Deposits in Tasmania. 
(2) Report on Phosphate Deposits in Tasmania. 
(3) Report on Bore-sites for Underground Wuter at " The 

Braes/ ' 'Voodbury. 
(4) Itnd (5) R eport on No. 1 BOI"~, II The Braes," Wood­

bury. 
(6) The Upper l>ortion of the Arthur River Hydro-Electric 

'Vater Conservation Scheme. 
(7) Report on Dolomite and Megnesite Deposit, Ilear the 

Victory Mine, Arthur River. 
(8) Report on the Prospect of Obtaining Undergrounit 

'Vater on the Property of Mr. C. Salmon, Antill 
Ponds. 

(9) Rep.ort on the Possibi li ty of Obtaining Supplies of 
Underground 'Vater on the property of Mr. G. A. 
Barber, Opposum Bay. 

(10) Report on the Possibility of Obtaininp; Underground 
Water on tho property of Mr. H . Oldmeadow, 
/I Lowes Park," Antill Ponds. 

(11) Ueport on the Possibility of Obtaining 'Vater on the 
Property of Mr. C. E. Triffett, Tunbridge. 

(12) Report on the ·Possibility of Obtaininp; Supr,lies of 
'Vater on the Property of Mr. E. E. Powel, Little 
Plains, Tunbridge. 

(13) Report on the Possibility of Obtnining Supplies of 
Underground Water on the Property of Mr. Lodge, 
Tunbridge. . 

(14) Report on the Poss ibility of Obtaining Suppites of 
Underground 'Vater on t he Property of Mr. Roth­
well, Tunbridge. 

(15) Report 011 the Prospect of Obta.ining Supplies of 
Underground 'Vater 011 the Property of Mr. Nichol­

son, "1i:ulands," Campbell Town. 

(16) Report 011 the Prospects of Oblaininlt 'Vuter on the 
Property of Mr. H. Dowling, Ross. 

(17) Report on the l~ossibility of Ohtaining Supplies of 
Underground 'Vater on the Property of Mr. C. E. 
Triffett (Township Lagoon), Tunbrridge. 

(18) Report On Tasman and Crown Lyell Extended Mino. 
(19) Notes on the Bell Hill 'Iin Mine. 
(20) Report on the Golden Zone Mine, Lefroy. 
(21) Preliminary Report on the Adl.lIDS River Osmiridium 

Field. 

Pnp.J.1'atio11. and 1~'"blicatiun 01 1.J"lleti1ls, &c. 
During the year the following report, -viz., Geological Sun'cy 

Bulletin No. 35-The Sub-Basaltic ~rin Deposits of the Ringa.­
rooma Valley- wa.s printed and became available for issue. 

The report on the C81llp~1I Town-Conara-St. Marys district 
was completed, und is now being printed for issue liS " Under­
ground Water Supply Puper No.4." 

Ot/ler Dutie3 Z'erlor·med. 
In addition to the above, attention was given to thc following, 

amongst other matters: -
JnternationG~ Geolo"ica~ Congreu, Madrid, 1926.- Severul 

reports were prepared for this congress in cOQllection with 
sulphide nnd phosphate deposits in Tasmania. The8e had to 
be amended from time to time a~ the scope of the reports was 
enlarged. 

lJriti3h Empi,re Exhi.bitiolt, 1926.- Ar Pitmplet 01\ the minerlll 
re80urces and the mining induS,try of 'J'nsmnnill was prepared, 
in conjunction with Mr. ,V. D. Reid. The 1924 pamphlet 
was enlarged and illustr:ated, with the result that a much more 
satisfactory one was produced. 

Interstate Oeoloaical Oonle1'elll'e, i11elbottrne. - 1'his meeting 
was attended, in company with Mr. A. McIntosh lteirl. 

.41utralian Shate Oil Ccn'porath:m ]jill.- Evidence was given 
hefore the Select Committee of lnquiry appqinted by the 
Legislati\'e Council in connection with the above Bill. 

Tusllwniutl MU 3eu'Jll Ueolooical ('oUecliolls. - The reorgunisu­
tion of these collections was continued by devoting a few 
duys at intervuls to this purpose. The collections are now 
arranged in a more systemutic \\"n.~', further "Iterations and 
additions are necessary, and will be carried out when pos­
sible. 

lioutine ])utie3. 
A considernble volume of correspondence had to be attended 

to, and numerous interviews given to visitors. Much informa­
tion was sought in connection with the various mineral deposits 
of the State and their exploitation. 

Yours , faithfully, 

P. B. NYE, M.Se., ll.l\LE., Government Geologist . 

W. A. PRETYMANl ESQ., 
Secretary for Mines, Hobart. 

REPORT OF THE ACTlNG GOVERNMENT CHEMIST AND ASSAYER. 

Mille~ Department Laboratory, 
Laullooston, 1st June, 1926. 

SIR, 
I beg to submit my allnual report fOI' the yeur cnding 31st 

December, 1925. 

During the yeur the work consisted InJ'gely of making metR:l~ 
lurgical tests, and analyses of ores, I'ocks, coal, waters, 011 , 
shales, osmiridiul1l, and minerals. 

ThQ tota l IlUIl~ber of assflys and analytical tests made for 
tho public and the Department amounted to 5956. 

assays havo been made ';01' gold , silver , lead , tin , zinc. 
copper bismuth , tungstic acid. harium, llIolybde llum, iron, 
mnllga:tese, sulphur , nickel, cobalt, osmiulll , iridium, plal.inum , 
chromium , antimony, arsenic, titaniulII, phosphorous, map;­
ll08i 11 III , sodium . potassium, V811 :uliulll , mercUl'y, flolll'ine , alu­
minium , zirconiulll. Complete analyses have been lllaclp- of 
rocks, ores, clay, shale, coals, and alloys. Distillation tests 
of shales, &c., have been carried out. 

Personal 1nterviews. 
In addition to t he large numbor of inquiries by post, over 

1500 persona.! interviews have been attended to. The large 
alllount of technicnl informa.tion supplied has involved con­
siderable work after office hours. 

C01Te3polidence. 
A large amount of corre5pondence has been dealt with 

Juring tllC year, the number of letters, in and out, totalling 
1540. 

OonclmiO'1J.. 
I dE-s ire to place 011 I'ecord my appreciation of the scrvit:es 

rendel'ed by the Assist:t ut--Chemist (Mr. 'V. St. C. Munson), 
and also the voluntary assistance rendered by Miss It . .8'. 
Reid.- I have &c. , 

L. H. BATH, 
Acting Governmen t Chemi st and Assaycr. 

W. A. PUJ:.'TYMAN, ESQ., 
Secretary for Mines, Hobart. 
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF MINES. 

Slit, 
Rooart, 7th May, 1926. 

I H ;\v~ the honour to submit my allnual report for the yenr 
H125 in l:onnection with the administrlltion of " The Mines and 
Works Regulation Act, 1915." . 

'fables showing (1) the number of persons killed and injured 
in a nd about the mines of Tasmania , (2) rate per thousand 
killed and injured in the different divisions, and (3) lloalY8i8 
of lita ti8tics of accidents for the western division (or the 
.",enr 1925, are attached, as weIJ as a. comparative table of 
stati stics of accidents in and about the mines of Tasmania 
from )st July, 1892, to 31st December, 1925, a.nd a graph 
showing the ratio of fatal accidents in mines in Tas mania 
per t housand men employed. 

The average number of men employed VI'as 5110, which is 
a decrease of 154 compared wj th the previous year. 

There were 62 accidents, cnusin" two fatalities, and injury 
to 61 oerSOlls. It will be observed that the total number of 
accideilts shows a decrease of ten, as compared wi th those of 
the previous year, The two fata l accidents occu rred I1t su r­
face, one by inhaling gas at works and one by explosion 
0 11 the surface of a mine, It is pleasing to record the absence 
of any fatality in underground work ings, 

The death rate per 1(x)() persons employed in mine.s, works, 
and quarries, was 0'391 , as against 0'189 for the previous year, 
and the rate per thousand persons employed who sustained 
ser ious injury was 11'937 in 1925, as compared with 13'867 in 
1924 . Underground workings were responsible for 27 of the 
tlt'Cidents, Rnd 35 occurred on surface nnd in the works. 

Of the serious accidents, 11 caused fractures or permanent 
injury. The remainder were occurrences which necessitated 
,d>.<>e llce from occupation for more than 14 days. 

It was found necessa ry to bite legal prooeedings in five 
cnscs for breaches of the Act. In three of these convictions 
were obtai ned, one case was dismissed , and one was withdrawn, 

It is I?~~:msi~g to record that tho number of J'rosecut ions 
are cOJ1S ldembly less than in previolls years, au tha.t there 
appears to be a more ready compliallce with t he requests of 
the inspectors 0 11 the part of the managements. It is also 
sat isfactory to note the improvement which has taken place 
in regard to the use of dust-a llaying appliances and the ca re 
taken in del~ling with defective ground. 

During tlle year one mine has adopted the system of allowing 
one hour to elapse after the day shi ft leaves the mine before 
the afternoon shift ente rs, with I l view to allowing a ll explosive 
fumes to become di spersed and the dust raised by explosions 
to settle. This system should certai nl y tend to better health 
conditions. ' 

'Vith regard to prospecting, 24 purties were gr anted SU8-
tenance during tho year. One of these discovered the 
osmiricJium field at AdamsfieltJ , which has since proved to be 
u. ve ry important discovery, Others obta.ined good prospects 
which may lead to ne,w disco\'eries in the future, 

In con nection with drilling, two plants were engaged during 
portion of the year, one bor ing for wate l' in t he Midlands 
where six bores were completed. J!"ive of these were successful 
in locating permanent supplies of watcl'. One drill operated 
on the shale nre:t at r. .. atrobe , nnd re ndered good service in 
locating a la rge body of shale. 

There has been no alteration in the personnel of the d istrict 
inspectors, but the 6ffice clerk hns been replaced by n mule 
clerk, 

In conclusion, T desire to express nppreciation of t ho capl\ble 
and energetic lU a llner in which the inspect-ors have carried 
out their duties during t he yenr.-T have, &c. , 

J . O. HUDSON. 

W. A. PUETnu,N, E SQ" 
Chief Inspector of Mines, 

Secretary for Mines, Hobart , 
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1'A BLE .hon,iIl9 Role 1Jer Thousalld K illed Imd l'yured in dijJel'ellt Divi.,ioll' ju,. tit" Y ea,. IH~5. 
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TABLE .1w1lJing the NU.We1· of Persolls Killed and I,!jul'ed in and abo,,/ the 
the Year 19"25. 

1l1ines o(Tasmania dU1'iltg 

I NSPEOTJON DISTRIOTS. 

Western Divi.!lioll. 
PLACE OR CAUSE OF 

ACCJDENT. 
Northern 

Ilnd Southern 
Division. 

North. 
Eastern 
Divi8iou. 

Ett.flwrn 
Division. 

North­
Western 
Divi~ion. 

Zeehan and 
other 

Dist.ricU!. 

Lyell 
District. 

TOTAL. 

Killed. InJurOO )(,\1100.. Injured. KlIIed. InJured .!KlIIed. InJurotl. -~urod. KlltOO' llnJurcd. Kil!ed· Injured. 
-----.--- ------f----------------I--I- --

UNDRROROUND­
Palls of ground .... ......... .•. ...... ... < ... ... l IS 

I-- --------- ----- .--- --------- --,---------
Shaft Accidents-

Fa;~i~t .~~.~~.~ ... ~~~ ... ~~}.~. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
1----------f-.- ---------------

Total.................. ... ... .. . ... ... 4 ..• ... ... 1 ... 1 ... S ----- ------ -.----- ----------- ------ --- - -
.lJ ilicellaneou, (underground). 

?J~~~7~~:: :::::: :::::::::::::: 2 ~.. 5 7 
Sundry accidents . ......... .. 2 1 .•. 3 7 H 

Explosives ............ .. .... ... __ ---;;:- __ --- -------3-~ --a---~ ---21 
1'0",1 ..... . ........... . _ 1 

To/al U"derg"Qjmd 1- -2- .-- ----- -5---- 8- ... -4- --TIS ---;:;-

°S'~~lti~~~:;;;k' ...... ..... ::: :r~ -.-.. ---.-.. ---.-.-. ---.-.. ---.-.-. -r~ -.-.-. - -~ --1- ~~I~I-~ --8-

Machinery..... .... ... ... ...... 1 I 1 2 
'rramways .. ....... .. .......... 3 1 1 5 
Falls of persons ............. 6 2 8 
Explosives ............ ......... 2 2 1 .J 
Mi!Cellaneous ... .. ... .. ...... 2 3 1 1 7 
Sluicing ............ ....... ..... 5 5 ----1--------------------_·_-_·-

Totfl l8ur:Jace.......... .. 1 13 5 5 4 1 7 2 34. 

Gross Total, 1925 ... ...... 1--1-~----5- ----5- -----S------s---12() --2-s-1-

REPORTS OF THE INSPECTORS OF MINES. 

Mr. Inspector CuRTAIN (Launceeton) reports:-

I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year 
1925 in connection with the work of inspection and adminis· 
tration of the various Acts! within my Division: -

Accidents.-The list supplIed contains the names of the men 
injured during the past year, and wilJ compare favourahly 
wit,h that of its pl"e<lecessors. A1J the injured persons r ecovered 
and with the exception of Britton, who through age rel inquishes 
underground work, returned to their usual , or other occupa­
tions, including a case of " gassing," nt the Golden Gate Mine 
at Mathinna, where, while cleaning out a winze, one of the 
men was overcome, but timely rescued! thanks to the promti­
tude ~f his mates, especially Robert larry, who is certainly 
deservmg of some suitable r.ecognition for the part he played 
in wha t would otherwise ha va been of much morc scrious 
consequences. 

Health 0/ the Miners. - }"rom medical r eports this continues 
satisfactory, and will compare fa.vourably with the hcattJ] of 
those engaged in other callings throughout the State. 

l'ndilution. - \Vith the exception of t,he lowest, or last 
unwaLered levels at the Golden Gate, this t.hroughout llag 
been reasonably satisfactory, and in reference to the instance 
nlcntioncd a connection has, reoontly been made from the 
1500 fCilt level with the workings of the North Gat.e Mine 
lihaft th'lt has considerably improved those deeper worklllgs. 

D,uli .- Where rock-drills are in llse a I'eticulated water 
hervice follows the air-pipes, and from observation and stute­
ments l'eGeivcd from the me.n the prevailing conditions havc 
invariably been found sat.isfactory. Thei r use is principally 
centerC'd in the Storey's CrcC'k Mine \\,hel'C', in add ition to the 
rock bein~ of a moist nature, the workings are well ventilated 
l\ccompallled by a cool, in fact cold . atmosphere ilwt COIl~ 
stanLly pervades the same. 

('/wl/flina H Qlls6s.- Thosc in the metal mines and Moun t 
Ri s(')lOff Smellers lire rensonnbl.v eq uipped. nnd appreciated 
hy the employees, hut to date. althoup;h much-discussed with 
the managers, no attempt hM been made to establish these 

most necessary adjullcts on our collieries where their ser­
vices are in fact, much greater required after each shift 
by black: grimy colliers than miners working in dry, clean 
metalliferous mines. It is contended t hat It is not the usunl 
practice to have these "appendages II attached to coal mines, 
but th,js is not col;rect, as an excelJen t system is in vogue a.t 
t he Victorian State Mine that could well be copied and, in a 
modified manner, adopted, if not with all at least in our 
principal coal mines. 

Muya=ine& u1Id E..cplo&i1]e&.- Both have been periodically 
examined, and in no instances has any deleterious presence 
or adverse report been found or received in connection with 
either, which also applies to fuse and detonatol·S. An explo­
sion took placc in tho blacksmith's shop of the Storey's Creek 
Mine while a water-drill (steel) was being heated for shurpen­
ing, through t he duct being unknowi ngly clogged with gelig­
nite in consequenco of it ha,ving been reapplied to an evidetttly 
charged hole for firing. 'rhe drill was shattered, but its 
missiles, fortunntely, missed the smith and his attendant, who 
were thrown down by the concllssion, otherwise the result 
must have been much more disastrous. An inquiry into the 
occurrenco was instituted, but from general denials from the 
powder-monkeys it was impossible to locate, or more than sus· 
poct, the causc, and consequently nothing further walll done 
III the matter . 

Inflommuble hiqwids.- 'rhe work in connection with those 
commodities is now general. and principally directed to the 
selection of sires and plans for stores and depots, and their 
subsequent supcl'visipn , with correspondence, takes up a con­
siderable amount of time, and as the consumption of petJ-ol is 
steadily increasing, coupled with ;I desire on the part of 
vendors to instal bulk stora~(', its care and supervision must 
correspondingly ~ollo,~, whereby th~ efficient s~an~ard. already 
attained regl1rdl1lg Its sa.fe handlmg and dlstl'lbutlOD may 
b(' ('ontinued . In con nection with this it is satisfactory to 
llJ('nlion t1wt with all tho large oversea shipments r~eivprl 
to date not one has been nLtcnded with an appronch to fire 
or a~y pel'sonal injury to the attendants. 
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Mr. Inspector WlL.LL\KS (Queensoown) reports: -
I have the honour to submit the following report "pall the 

work of inspection and a.dministration of the provisions of 
", The Mines and 'Works Uegulation Act, 1916," ,I The Explo· 
Slves Act, 1916/' and " The Inflammable Liquid Act, 1920," 
within the Lyell and Zeehan Inspection Division, for the year 
ended the 31st Deoomber, 1925. 

rl 'he estimated g l'OBS production of metallics from the inspec­
tion division wus ti539 tons copper, 2247 ounces gold, 168.505'79 
Ollures silver, 499 28 tons lead, 114'14 tons zinc~ and 1lr14 tons 
tin. l 'he .total value of t he production, based on avenge 
quarterly metal prices, was £495.560. 

Despite favoura.ble market prices for metals, other than 
copper, there was a decline in the production of metnllics, 
6}toopting gold, which showed a. slight increase of 110 ounces. 
Depletion of developed lodes, restricted development and min­
.ng of known ore bodies, and an absence of new discoveries 
<df e~onolllic .importance, accounted for a. decrease in the pro­
ductIOn of stiver-lead ores. A little more activity was dis­
playe.d !n exploiting the possibilities of the markets offering 
for zlUclferous ores, and although the gross production of zi nc 
was le~ than during the previous year, the actual tonnage of 
ore mmed was greater. Metal prices r emaining favourabie, 
and consequent upon an active resumption of operations at 
one mine, and provided advnntage is .taken of the possibilities 
for more active exploitation of known ore occurrences at other 
par~s of the inspection division, it is anticipated that recent 
dechues ill the production of metullics will be arrested. The 
~vernge number of mell engaged in connection with the mining 
IUdustry was 1262. 

The principal mines and works again com manded the greater 
number of underground and surface inspections the work of 
inspection being extended to those of lesser iinportance as 
occasion demanded. 'J;he production and maintenance of 
safe working conditions received full consideration. Records 
~how that, several instances of laxity were encountered in 
respect to barring down, Or otherwise, attending to unsafe 
ground, adoption of protective measures during operations in 
broken grollud, efficacy of timbering underground excavatiolls, 
and attending to other details upOn wltich safety depends. 
Differences and nnplensnntries h ave arisen in respect to con­
ditions obtaining and modes of workingt but an application 
of consistent and impartial measures has been productive of 
good r esults in many cases. 

There were no extensive or uncontrolled settlements of 
ground, and in view of the response made to the counsel 
extended for the modification of policies of working or adoption 
of other precautionary measures ill the presence of Jines or 
zones of structural weaknesses in the ore bodies, the absence 
of uncontrolled settlements of ground is appreciated. At 
a.n opencut workings quantities of ground have continued to 
fall from the affected hanging wall area, but the weakness has 
been known, the falls have been anticipated, a.nd no person has 
been exposed to imminent danger . 

Accident.s. 

Twenty-six accidents, entailing twenty-seven casualties, were 
registered under the provisions of Section 26 of <f The Mines 
and Works Regulation Act." 'fhere was one fatality and 
twenty-six casualties attended with non-fatal injuries. · li'our_ 
teen of thQ accidents occurred underground, four occurred on 
the surface at mineBl., and eight were associated with operations 
at metallurgical workS. 

'l'he fatal accident occurred at a quarry serving a. mine 
with material for underground filling purposes, and was due to 
the detonation, by manual force, of a concealed and unknown 
quantity of explosivee. One person was killed instantly, one 
person sustained a fractured skull , and was incapacitated for 
more than 14 days, and a third person 8ustained injuries which 
incapacitated him for less than 14 days. Se,.yeral persons 
were engaged leveIJing the Hoor of the quarry to enable a 
trucking road to be m!>v~d nearer the working face, when 
the deceased, who was plckmg to a depth of about fOllr inches 
struck a quantity of invisible explosives, and caused a violent 
explosion. A~ the subsequent in.quest several contentions 
were advanced tn regard to the possible theft and conceal men' 
of ~xplosives, but no the<;»ry could Po definitely a.ffixed to this 
inCldent, and as the eVidence portrayed reasonable care in 
respect to the handling, use, and storage of explosives the 
jury found that the occurrence was accidental alld no t ~ther~ 
wise. 

A second serious surface accident was Q.ssociated with opera­
tions at u. mine sawmi ll. When u. log Was being H sni gged " 
into position at the timber-dressing shed, the fron t end e.truck 
an obstruction and, owing to the snigging ch~in being J1xed 
below the centre of the jog, the oth~r end sW1!ng round, struck 
one of the three persons engaged, Jammed hiS left Jeg agailUlt 

a rail of I~ nearby trucking road , anti inflicted a fn.cLuro and 
dioloc'ltiuu of the ankle. The circuLllstances suggested an 
absence of due regard for the p~l)ible r esultto. An error uf 
judgmen t was committed when the sniggillg <:huin was placed 
below the centre of the log, and the injured person courted 
danger when he tre~passed ou the same side of the log as the 
hori:.O. 

Although in i:.e\'eral instances the iujuries r ece ived \\,el'O of 
a painful nature, only one of the underground accidents was 
of ~rioul:i moment. .I u this case two persons were engaged 
" strapping " a pn.rti~lIy-reared pass in a rill stope, when a 
C1Utl1ltlty of ground slipped down the footwall struck one of 
tho P~I SO llS .on the left leg, and inflicted a cOln'pouud fracture 
and dislocatIOn of the ankle. Callousness to a known danger 
was the contributory cause of this accident. J.n vestigations 
disclosed that the ground wus known to be bad but was not 
barred down, as it W~IS not regarded advautag~ous to bring 
the ground down untt! the pass had been fiuaUy reared and 
" strapped." 

'1'wo additional accidents were due to falling ground, but 
in sympathy with the circumstances, these are to be classified 
as " miscellaneous ac<;:ide~tsl" as it canno~ be asserted that 
the ground fell as Illlphe( by the classtfication "falls of 
ground.1I In OIlO case a miller was" ba.rrin" down" s ubse­
quent to blasting operations in a stope when a smaH piece of 
ore was deflected in its faU by the cap ·of the covered set in 
which he was working, and struck him on the foot. In the 
second case, a miner was driving through a collapsed area with 
the use of false sets and driving laths for safety, when a small 
quantity of ground dribbled from the ends of the back laths as 
he was preparing to insert t\ mn.in set, and a small rock 
struck him on the back of the ri~h hand. 

Of the remninder of the underground accidents five wero 
conne?ted with. t.rucki~lg opera,tions, thr ee occurred during t ho 
handltng of ITllll1llg timber, and three were of a miscellaneous 
nature . Investigations suggested t hat an uxercise of merited 
care would h ave averted the resul ts recorded in at least five 
instances. 

The eight accid','lnts associated with operations at metallurgi­
ca l works were of a miscelIaneous nature. In one case 11 

person WllS indiscreet1;y trespassing Il~ar the open end of au 
Idle blast furnace while hood accretIOns were beinp.; barred 
down and was struck on the foot by a. tump of accretlOn which 
ro11ed through the open furnace end. Measures were ,taken 
to avert a recurrence of this class of acc ident . . While attend­
ing to the casting of blister copper bars one person sustained 
a b~l'nt foot ns a result of damplless in t he mould causing 
a. Violent splash of the molten metal. 'Vhile attending to 
t he discharge chu te of a H erreshoff furnace an employee sus~ 
tained a. b~rnt foot as a result of an unprecedented discharge 
of hot calcmes. One person was "walkinp.;" a crusher jaw 
along a' floor .at a cl'usher stati~)Il who';1 h~ slipped and thereby 
allowed the Jaw to cant and Jamb hIS right ankle against a 
belt case. A 1.1IOOuror stood 0 11 a guard rail to replace a 
burnt-out ele~trlc globe when the g uurd ra.i l carried away 
and caused him ~ fall a distance of sixteen feet. A car­
pen~r's labourer lllcautiously allowed his right index finger to 
pr~Ject unde~ the bottom edge of a piece of squared timber 
whtch was belllg ~laced on the ground. In the eighth case, a 
person was hurrYI.ng from one floor to another at a flotation 
1>lant, when he shpped at a "step-down" and sprained his 
ankle. 

}i'i\'e accidell~, involving more than 14 days' disablement, 
occurred nt m!nes and works, but; have been omitted from 
the tabulated list as these were machinery accidents and were 
accepted for registration by the Machinery Department. None 
was of serious moment. 

Health. and Sanitation. 

. Iatters pertaining to health and sanitation have not been 
~hghte.d., a":d em~l oyers hav~ been p.r~vailed . upon to produce 
and malntalll eqUI table work ing condItIOns. In many instances 
good res~tlts . h .. \\'e been recol'd~d , and ha\'e been appreciated, 
bu.t, agalll. It cannot b~ chroD lcl~d thnt the desiderata. of this 
office luwe been met ~V1th a. merited response in several cases. 

At 1\. copper reduct.~on . works aggravating conditions of dust 
~nd . fumes weJ:e. perIodIcally encountered, cons6<Juently Lhe 
l,mpi oved c~mdltlOn ~, roferred to preVIOusly, were not estab-­
h ahed as b~lng conSistent, and in other directions encourage. 
ment for Improved working conditions has no't yet beon 
responded to. 

At another \\O I'~S technical investigations determined the 
causes u.~~ rClliedlCs of aggravating conditions of dust and 
fUlllO;S.. lhe management responded to a request for impr<IVed 
cOllCil tlOns. to nn extent t1~at the resul,ts attninec1 at the close 
of the pertod were appreCiated both by t his office and employ~ .OS. 
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Encouragement for added measures for the prevention of 

dust dispersion at a crusher station produced material results , 
but progress was slow and the work had not been completed 
at t he clo.se of tho yeflr, 

Atmosphoric dust in mines r eceived attention, although more 
time could be devoted to this work than opportunity has 
permit.t:~d, In all cases where tho degree of dust appeared 
to be excessIve correcting measures were requested. Threo 
iw,sta~lees of pe!sons having to inhale smoke Imd fumes from 
blastlllg operatlOll s were encountered and dealt with as occa· 
sion demanded, The thermometrica l l'oquirements of the 
Act were not exceeded. Except in isolated cases, ventilating 
SystS,lUS were not materially different from t hose obtaining 
prevIOusly. At one mine mechanically controlled ventilation 
was provided to counter discomFort caused by n. combination 
of gases an~ va-pours arisi~g during baling operations in part 
of the wOJ"klllgs. At a, dIfferent part of the workings of the 
same mine auxiliary means were installed to prevent objection­
able ~tmospheres from old workings ci rculating t hrough the 
worklllg places. ,At a second n:'-ine an additionfll opening to tb{' 
su rface wos reqUIred and obtallled , and benefic ially nffected t he 
yo nti lating conditions when the circulation and' distribution 
of the :llr currents had been controlled. At a t hird mille 
opel'ations at one place were prohibited owing to excessive 
amounts of carhon dioxide until ventihtting means are pro­
vided . 
. Due attentiOl~ was given to t)le provision of adequate bath­
IIlg and changing accommodatlOn nt the mines and worke, 
At one mine the work of enlflrging and remodelling the entire 
nl'l'nngements was continued, and practically completed at the 
close of t he year. The new arrangements Are a marked 
impl'ovement upon those existing, And ?bj~ctcd to, during, and 
pnor to, 1923. A complete reorglllllsatlon of arrangements 
at 1\ second change house was obtained with beneficial r esults, 
At both of these change houses t he locker system witn electri­
cat equ ip,ment fc;r heating and drying clothes, 'now obtains. 
As expel'lenced 111 t he la tter change house doser attention 
will be necessary to deanliness with t Ile lock~rs than with the 
open system of change house arrangements. At fI. metallur­
g ical works, requisite additions were made and improved 
the internal arrangements of a change hou~, 

Several irregularities were encountered in respect to If crib' 
places and latrine accommodation, but these were corrected 
upon request, and some commendable innovations were obtained 
in the arrangements at the principal mines and works. At 
the small mines arrangements were not different from previous 
years. 

There were no innovations to the faci lities previously pro­
vided for rendering first aid. 

PrO.'lecl/,tion.'l. 
Legal pl'oceedings were instituted agains,t four persons for 

contraven,t ions of the provisions of the Mines and Works 
Regulation Act in respect to the h andling and use of explosives 
in mines. Penalties were illflicted in t hree cases and the 
compla in t aga inst t he fourth person was dismissed .' 

Machinery and General . 
Due regard was directed to t he efficient maintenance of 

ropes, cages, and attendant appliances, and, as a. genern l rule 
these appliances were fou nd to be reAsonably weJ! cared for. 
111 one case only was it necessary to condemn and order the 
immediate replacement of a. shaft rope. 

At ~he commencement of the day shift nt olle of the prinei. 
pal !lunes a small smouldering fire was detected on one of t he 
underground leyels , and promptlv extinguished before any 
materin l damage was done. TIle leg of a. gallery set wa's 
hU l'nt through, nnd the ends of a cap and two struts were 
charred . The cause of the fire wns not determined. 

Ezplo8ive.'l. 
Administration of the provisions of If The Explosives Act," 

and Division IV. of the Schedule to If The Mines a nd Works 
Rogul ation .A ct," relating to explosives, was not slighted. 

Nitro-compounds of South AFrican and Australian manufac­
ture were used, and no complain ts were made to this office 
regarding the qunl ity t hereof. During the year the former 
compound passed out of use, and Nobel's Ardeer compounds 
introduced during the previous year, were extens ively used, 
As yet t hese compounds have satisfied local conditions and 
inqui ri es have elicited noth ing detr imental to their use . • 

Small quantities of nitro.compounds, aggregating 50 Ibs. 
were ordered to be destroyed owing to advanced deliquescence: 
In each case the oxygen supplier was found to be sodium 
nitrate, No Ardeer compound has yet been condemned , but 
observations in respect to the behaviour and durability of this 
compound under local conditions of storAge have not yet been 
finalised. 
. Se\Teral instances of improper handling and keeping of explo· 

sn'es were encountered. Legal proceedings were instituted 
in fOllr cases, and lesser misdemeanours were countered with 
(,flution ary measures, 

No d~flicultiee were experienced in connection with the 
detonators used. Frequent tests and examinations were 
made of the safety fuse in use, and no instance of faulty fuse 
was encountered, 

'fwo explosive accidonts occurred during the year. One 
was n.ttended with fa tal injuJ'ies to one person, anc\ non-fatal 
injuries to two persons, and in the other case a miner sustained 
injuries which incapacitated him for less than 14 days, 

The fatnlity has been epitomised under If Accidents./I 
'I'he second accident was n,ssociated witn the firing of four 

pop.llOies in the fl oor of II crosscut , The fuse ends were 
unravelled , and t he miller proceeded to ignite the fuses with an 
acetylene ligh t. 'l'hrce fuses /I spit" satisfactorily, but when 
the light was a.pplied to the fourth fuse i~ did not /I Sp!t /I 
within what waa regarded as a, reasonnble t 1lne, and the mIller 
decided to return to t he place and light it after the three 
other charges had exploded, Th ree reports were reoorde~, a.nd 
a few minu tes la ter the miner returned to the place, III the 
smoke fumes and dust, to light the fourth Fuse, as he had 
definitely con~luded that the fuse had failed to ignite, Be 
reached the scene of bla.sting, and was feeling for t he fuse, 
when the charge exploded . He was indeed fortunate to escape 
with minor peppel'ed abrasions on the arms and face. It was 
reasonably a.pparent that t he fuse end was un:r:avel1ed hap~ 
hazardly and t he powder train disturbed, and that when the 
light was applied t~le jflck.eti'.'g was ignit~ and smouldered 
until the powder tram wns Iglllted a few mlllutes later. Apart 
from contraventi ons of t he provisions o.f /I The Min~s and 
'Yorks Regulation Act" that w~re commltted, the nctIOlls of 
the miner dis played nn n.bsence of consideration of the cir­
cumstances and possible consequences, 

Landing of impO,rted explosives at the l?ort of Strahan was 
supervised as occaSIOn demanded , and nothlDlZ untoward ensued 
in connection with this work. 

Tnflammabl,e JAQ1/,id." 
No new depots were established, . and re~sonable conditions 

of storage obtained at t he prell!-lse!l regl~~red under the 
provisions of II The Tnflammable LlqUJd Act. 

Mr , Inspector VAtJDlMtJ (Burnie) reports:-

I have the honour to submit my annual report, for the 
year 1925 in connection with the work of inspection and 
administr~tion of the various Acts delegated to this office, 

The average number of persons engaged in my district was 
1042, against 1052 in 1924. A ~ood nUf!1~~ left ~uring the 
last six months for t he Adams RIver OsmlrldlUm FIeld, other­
wise the average would have been grcater , as there was, and 
is, room for practical miners in the Rosebery and Waratah 
districts.. 

A ccidell,t.'l. - A tabulated list containing an account of the 
various accidents requlrjn~ to be registered in compIianoe 
with Section 26 of H The Mines and Works Regulation Acts, 
1915 n has been furnished to the Chief Inspector. 
A~ in previolls years I have asked all the managers to let 

me have r eports in connection lwith every accident that 
happens. 

During t he j.erm under review 42 accidents Ib.ave been 
reporte<h to t his office. Eh;hteen of t hese nre recorded in the 
tabula.ted list, the sufferers havi ng lost the time necessar y to 
constitute a ~erious accident by the Act, viz ., 14 workin~ 
days. There \\"(,I'e no FatA l I'.cc idents eluring the term , Ten 
of the recorded accidents occurred on the surface and eight 
underground. 

Of these r egiswred accidents one man lost 14 days-j one, 15 
days; four men lost 116 dflYs; two, 17 days ; three, IS days j 
two, four weeks j one, five weeks; onc, eight weeks; and three 
time unknown (two having left the district and one being still 
off work). 

In connection with the man who lost eight weeks and the 
one who lost five weeks it appears, from inquiries made, that 
if they had carried out the mine foreman's instructions the 
accidents would not h ave happened, This, also, is true of 
another who left the district. 

One case was rathe r peculiar . The man was turning & 
drill in a stope when a small sharp piece of ore flew ofT 
the wall, hitting him on the finger , cutting and fracturing 
it. After a few days, sept icremia set in and the finger had 
to be amputated at the second joint. It appears that thero 
had been some previous trouble in connection with blood· 
poisoru ng, and it WAS considered likely that thi s was account 
able for the trouble, He is still off work. The accident 
happel1ed on 16th October, 1925, 

One man in charge of surface mining operations stated that 
he was inserting a piece or fuse into a detonator, pressing it 
home, when i t exploded. H e lost portion of two fingers rmd 
part of the thumb of his leFt hnnd , H e accepted a position 
in the Straits. Settlement, an d went away before the wonnc1.sJ 
were quite healed 

---- -----------_. -
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'I'll(" otller nc('i(l(}nt~ were inC'identnl to the mining industry , 
and" ith n little mol'{' ('arc and thoughtfl1l ness most of t.hem 
('otlld han;' hccn avoided. 

Of the 2~ ac:ci\lcllts not registel'('(I, t hree men lost t hree 
tlnys; five, fOllr dfl .... S; fOIlf, fivC' days; one, six: daysj two, seven 
da:nl; two, eight c1u~'s; one, nine days; three, 10 days; one. 
11 (1a~'s; H nd two, 13 days. Th i rteen of tllC!':C Accidents 
o(,(,IIITed 1I1H1crgl'ollnd and 111 on t hC' slIrfnre. 

T"l'lIfirofi(HI.- At 011(> mine (mentioned in my last annual 
report) the l'i8e . \l'as holed t hrongh and it mncl(' a decidccl 
improvenH'nt. Three levels wer(> then ('onnt'cted IJ :,!, ri sing and 
winzing for ventilation find 5('('ond exit, owi np; to the diffi. 
(' lilt .... in keeping :-til opening through ,the ,:>1~ stopes, b\l,t no 
('Ildenvour has bC'en mude to ('"o ntrol the alr-('urrents , IIJl 
to the ('nd of the year. A ri se was being put t hrough 
from the lowest level to on(' above nt the time of my Inst 
visit, lind the mnIH\~er considered the ventilation of the mine 
would then be sflt i sfaeto r~'. On my next vi sit of inspection 
T hope to be abe to ('l,eck up the various currents, nnd if 
t hey ar(' found to be unsatisfactory they will need to bf' 
remedied at once. Auxiliary methodF werc requested nnd 
obtai ned, to assist t he v('ntiln t ion until eonnoctioM we re made 
~,t a few places, but taken on the whole the ~eneral con­
dit.ions wel'e bet.ter thlln the preceding term. 

.c;ptlle'I' flli3 of Grol/1ld. - Nothing of a se rious nature h:", 
oN'urred during the term, npar t from one instance when 
the Chief Tnspector and J visited a mine and found mell 
working in unsafe condit i on .~ in a stope, and the following 
waR record('d : _ If 'Ve arc of the opinion that this stope is 
absolutely unsnfe for persons to be employed in. owing to the 
want of close fi1iing, crushed timbers, and hroken ground, 
and t he work of breaking ore must be di scontinued until 
t.he open area is close filled. " This work of filling was put 
in hnnd, but Foon nfter the p;round above gave furth er signs 
of movement and the men were withdrawn. This branch 
strongly commented on the way in which it was proposed 
to take out t Ile (j hanging.wall portion of the ore-body," 
the" fooh'n ll" portion Imving been taken years prev iously. 
Sin('(' the withdrawnl of th(' men this g round has not been 
to uched . There were two other settle ments noted, ne ither of 
wh ich neC'('ssitnted the withdrawal of the workmen. 

r llO ngl' J10tt • .,.~.-At two mines ('onditions are far from 
~nti!ifactor~'. At olle a l'lystem fol' drying clothes was put 
Ill . This was very severely critici sed by thi s 'Department 
when being put in as being totally inadequate. It wns soon 
nfter proved to be so. At thi s company's other mine, where 
there were no faC'ilities for changing, a rf'quest was made for 
n. suitnble and adequate change-house. After months of wait­
ing, and recording, and wri ti ng the Chief Inspector , and his 
interviewing the heads, a start was made on this. but the 
drying system being put in w:ilI, in my opininn, be as big 
~ failure flS the other previously Inf' ntioned. As this company 
IS noted fo r its welfare schemes, &r., T C'n nnot understand its 
actions in th is con nection. These are only (j pin-pricks" to 
the t~len and, in my opin ion, do not tend to good rec; u1ts 
PromI ses have been t'eceived that t Il e drving-svstems at both 
pla('es will be made more mlequate. . . 

.A t a not her cha nge·house the dirty condition in whic:h it 
was kept had to be recorded an(1' legal action threatened 
before a change was effected. Improvements have been e ffected 
at other places. 

8l1p7fpl' 8hed! (1I1d rril)-Plo('es.- A bettcr response has been 
met in this connection , both on the f! urfa~ and undergrounrl . 
hut tller~ is sti ll room for many improvements, which arC' 
being flsked for. 

lIpolt7r O1ld 8onitofion.- Considerable improvement. in 
these matters has he-en effC<'ted nt SOIll(> mines. bu t there 
i!'! much to be d('sired . 

At two mines the managers state thnt it is almost impossible 
to get anyone to carry out the removal of the pans from 
undergrou·nd. 'For this r eason one of them expected t he men 
to ~o outside to the surface , with a sad result , for 11 e found 
an old disused drive in an awful state. A temporary sy~telll 
lIas be~n put in , and the promise g iven that proper facilities 
will hfl el'eC'tecl to satI sfy the requirements of tl1i s Department. 

As far as r was able to judge there apP(,fl t s to be an 
improvement unde rground in oonne~~ion with rock machine­
drilling. No ono has been f?und fa~llIlg to use water .. by me 
during the term under reVIew, neIther have T nottced the 
usual signs when dry boring is in vogue. At the big 
quarry me n t ioned in my last report water was laid on and 
jets provided to allay the dust, but it was found by t he 
company that it was not posible to get beyond two to four 
feet by using a list and a llaying r the dust 'on any holes 
from horizontal to vertical, as t he dust mi xing with t he 
little water running down the steel formed "rings" round 
t ho hole, which set like cement, and made it impossible 
to get the 1::Rt past themL Boring \\lith wn,ter passingr 
through the machine and steel was tried out and it was found 
that it took from twic.'e to five times as long as boring dry to get 
the same depth of holes as usualy bored, viz ., 18 to 20 feet 
Tests were made in my presence confi rming the above , A 

~~ ,. /:' 

system of boring was mutually agreed on by: the Chi~f Jnspec· 
tor of Mines, the company's officer , the actltng-supenn tendent 
at the quarry, lind myself, whereas it was expected t ha t a 
65 to 70 pElf cent. efficiency would be obta ined, " 'hich was con­
sidered to be all that could be reasonably insisted on by t hi s 
lDepartment. Thp. compan~' are con1plainiinw tha.t t ho 
arrangements agreed on have put up their costs of boring 
cons iderably. This is to be expected in con nection with 
boring fI pops," which was agreed to be done by II wet 
machines. " This was considered necessary by this Depart. 
ment as it was impossible for the men to stand in such a 
posi tion all to be free of most of the dust. The men engaged 
horing state, which I endorse, that t here is very little difference 
in the feetage obtained in nil other classes of holes. I Rm 
positive that the tonnage broken, per foot of ground, bored 
with the r.resent system, would more t han compensate foJ' the 
reduced catage in drilling 88 previously carried out, and 
should e nsure a safer quarry surface. 

'Durinp; t he term a new quarry was being opened up, from 
and in front of the present one, and as most of t11i ~ stone 
is partly and full of water it made boring very expensive. It 
is not known whether this boring was entered up, in connec· 
tion with the old faces! but, if so, one can easi ly acconnt for 
the increased costs as given to this Department. 

There is an argument that the dust is not injuriou ~, hllt 
T have yet to learn t ha t any dust is not so if taken in in 
lar~e enough quantities. It may not cause phthisis for 
many years but Dr. Hnldflne, one of the world's best nuthOl'­
ities, and others, state "that any kind of dust partic1c!1I 
will cause inflammatory changes in the lungs if enough of 
t he particles are inhaled," Ilnd fI that this harm, if C'H used 
immediately, seems to be much about the same with all RortS 
of dust." P ersonally I do not (onsider anyone should he 
nllowed to work in clouds of dust, as T have soon men do 
in this. quarry, nnd trust they will never be allowed to do 
so agam. 

At another works, that was supposed to be nenr complction, 
some of the plant was being H tried out" when nn explosion 
of JZ:AS occurred, wrecking a concrete bin. One man WAS 
hadly affected at the time by shock, otherwise he was not 
hurt. Some of the plant wns proved to be an utter failure, 
and various alterations have, and are, being effected. Mnny 
improvements nrc also being put in to do away with a lot 
of unnecessary dust. 

Two old West Coast hands have passed awa.y during the 
last ]2 months. They were 8uffering from phthisis but sue­
(,U1nbed to pneumonia. One of them was unnble to work 
before contracting pneumonia. 

I regret that H The Occupational Disea.ses Act" has not yet 
come into force. J consider that something in this direction 
is badly needed, but, in order to make it really effective, 
the matter should be taken up by the Federal Government. 

EJ'plo.si t)t~ and Maga..:ine.s .- Considerable atteution has been 
g iven to the handling and stor ing of explosives. Only a. very 
small qunntity of sodium-nitrate gelignite needed destroying 
owing to excessive absorption of moi sture . 

Fuse and detonators gave satisfaction, as far as I know , no 
complflin ts having renched this office. 

Several persons have appied for permits to sell , or convey, 
exp ~osives. 

Magazines gene rally haye boon kept clean and satisfactory . 
Machiner.ll. Rope.s, &c.-As occasion ilemanded these were 

inspected , and in most instances a. ready response was given 
to my requC'sts. A new rope was put on, in plilce of the one 
commented on in my last report, on the indine haulage. One 
rope was condemned and the men ordered not to use th~ 
ca~e until u n~w one was put on. 

On a tramline being used in connection with a mine, the 
fettler's trolly , on which men were proceeding to the ir work, 
was run into by the company 's rail-motor. One of the men 
rece ived Il cut under the left eye nnd hurt hi s left wrist., but 
resumed work after losing six da.ys. It was re<luested that 
some system be put into operation so thnt the fettler~ could 
be not ified when the motor was be ing run other than at its 
usual time. 

As far as I wns able to judge there a.ppears to be nn 
On September 29th the counter·shaft of the hauln.ge winch 
at the main shaft snapped in half, just near the outer' hear­
ing. This winch had been changed over from compressed air 
to e lectricity some time previously. On exnmination the cause 
seemed to be an old flaw, the shaft having evidently been 
If turned-up" ou~ of ~ piece of second-hand material- prob· 
nbly out of a piece of old battery-sha.nk. The winch was put 
back on to compressed air .agai n until another piece of shnft,.. 
ip.g was secured. 

On 23rd October the gas engine collapsed. The engineer 
considered the gudgeon-pin on the crosshead broke, thus c:aus­
ing the accident. When this bolt broke the "head" would 
drop under the gudgeon-pin brasses, and, as there was no 
room between . the brasses and t he piston, at a certain period 
of the stroke, a jam would occur, causing the piston-rod to 
bend and release itself from the pistOll, the brasses dropping 
down between the piston and t he connecting rod, which, later 
on, on the return stroke drove the piston through the com-
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bustion chamber. On exft.mination, crystallisation was found 
to be present, but as fa.r as one could judge not to a dangerous 
exWn t. All the bolts were annealed during Ute previous 
Christmas Holidays. This engine had been running during 
the past four years 33,&30 houl's out of a possi ble 35,8(X)J anel 
during the period was fully loaded for 26,000 hours, with long 
periods of overload. At the time of the accident it was run­
ning on a 50 per cent. load, both governors and ignition 
funetioning propMly nccording to the engine-driver's stnte­
ment. Tn order to endeavour to provent any recurrence of 
sllch a se rious na.ture, work was put in hand to replace aJl 
vital parts likely to be fatigued, through shocks and vibratiOll, 
with Hew parts. Again on December 10th , the crankshaft of the 
air compressor 8napped c10se against the outf'r bearing. Apart 
rrom damaging the bearing and stopping the machine, no 
other damage was done, and nobody was injured. No exlall­
ation could be given for the occurrence. As far as I could 
judge no one a.t the works could be blamed for the occurrences. 
'fhe engineer has always shuck me ns being a thoroughly 
qualified man. 

Permi ssion had to be granted to run a winding engine, 
which is placed underground, on steam, on n few occasions 
owing to a shortage of water to generate electrici ty, and 
somo of the coils 011 the driving motor being burnt out on 
another occasion. 

The court case, as mentioned in my last report, which was 
set down to be heard 011 the 13th Febl'Unry last, was allowed 
to drop by the Orown Law Department. I nm informed that 
the Machinery Act and Regulations a,'O being amended. 

In/larwmable JAquid Storaae .- A considerable amount of 
attention has been given to this as time permitted , but there 
remains much to be done. Over 60 persons applied fOI' regis­
tration of premises during 1925. 

Assistance has been asked for from the Police D epartmcnt 
as occasion demanded, and a very r eady response has been met 
with. 

Legal proceedings were instituted against 6 persous. One 
wns convicted, and fined £3 and 6s. 6d. costs. TWo were con­
victed and ordered to pay £1 Os. 6<1. costs. Two cases were 
dismissed, one owing to the word" keep 1I not being defined 
undC'T the" Act," the other, on the person concerned stat­
ing on oath that he only had 16 gallons of motor spirit, (which 
is exeml?t tmder the It Act 'l) on his own premises and 16 
gallons In a persons shed adjoining, this shed being part 
of a property rented from him and in which he had permission 

REPORT OF THE CHI EF 

Hobart, 'Tasmania, 7tll May, 1926. 
Sm, 

J HAVE tho honour to submit my annual report for the year 
]925, in connection with the administration of the Jj~x:plosives 
and Inflammable Liquids Acts . 

The imports of explosives for the year were:-
lbs. 

1fIonobel ............. . ................. ........... 16,250 
Gelignite .......................................... 280,500 
Blasting Gelatine ..... ,........................ 10,750 
TJigdyn ............... ...... .................. 49,0CKl 
PO''''der ............................. ............. 30,062 

No. 
Detonators .................................. ,... 461)00 

The quality of the explosives imported was very sntisfaetory 
and only a very sD¥lll quantity was destroyed owing to 
deterioration. Generally. greater care has been exercised with 
regard to storage and handling. 

There wt'Te. two accidents on mines, but the occurrences 
could in no way be attributed to the quality of the explosives. 
In one case, which proved fatal, a tram-line wa.s being moved. 
One of tho employees while using n. pick in loose gravel 
struck explosives with the pick. In the other case a miner was 
inserting the fuse into a detonator whon an explosion 
occurred, evidently due to friction of the fuse on the detonat­
ing composition. In addition to the above there wore two cases 
of accident to children while playing with detonators. 

to keep the two case.,. When the police officer inspected the 
premises he did not say anything in this connection. 1'he 
other case was witiulrawn, owing to a sati sfactory explanatioll 
hcing sllpplied to tho Ohier Tnspector. 

OelleJ'(ll.- The various mines, works, ~nd quarries in my di s­
trict which nre under" 1'he )fines and \Yorks Regulation Act . 
1915," have been inspeeted as the importance of t Ile operations 
called for nnd as tim(' permitlcd. r still find n considerable 
amount of loose Hild affected g l'ound during my inspections 
of both quarries and underground workings, and this becomes 
more noticeable, if or nny rcnson, a longer time intervClles 
between my visit.a. 

The term has been n very busy' one. Tn fact the clerical 
work has grown to such an extent. in connection with the work 
of the Explosives and Inflammable Liquid Acts, that T find, 
to keep up with it and do my inspection work pr0r.e rly, 1 
have. to do a. good deal of it in the even ings whi e away 
from home. 

Apart from a few instn noes my recommendations havo been 
heartily appreciated and acted on, regarding better working 
conditions and safety. 

I would again like to here express my appreciation to the 
various managers, officers, and workmen, who have given me 
their co-operntion in my endeavours to get a. reasonable degree 
of safety and better \\'orking conditions. 

It ha.ving been said that the inspectors should do more to 
help the companies engaged in mining, in an advisory W:IY, 
in connection with the oliening up and laying out of their 
wl!t'ks, &c., 1 would like to sny that the Chief lnspector of 
)Imes has always told me to do this when asked or when T 
thought it advisable. Howeve r, this has only ~cn done by 
word of mouth, as section l B of If The Mines and 'VorkR 
Regulation Act, 1915," stales very distinctly If that nn inspec­
tor shall not for auy purposo whatever make a. report on Iln~' 
mine or mining property or prospect, except an official report 
to his superior officer or the l\.finister , &c." If it is desired 
that we should do more than we are doing in this connection, 
we should be given instructions in writing from the Minister 
to .do so. Persona lly I am agreeable to do anything I can, 
wIllIe employed by the GovernmEnt, to help on the industry. 

From present indications it appears that a. considerable 
amount of new work will be gone on with during the year 
just entered, both in connection with tho zinc are and shale­
industry, and other lines. 

INSPECTO R OF EXPLOSIVES 

The importation of inflammable liquid continues to increase, 
and it has now b~comc a question. of. future storage, t he 
present stores ha,~lng renched the limIt of their capacity. 
Steps are now bemg taken by tho larger organisations to 
adopt bulk importation and bulk delivery. 

There were eight prosecutions for breaches of the Act dur­
ing the year. Tn one cnse the ruling was such as to necess itnte 
an alteration in the wording of the Act. 

Revenue.-
Magazine lioone03, 6i .................... . 
J.Jicences to store, 80 ..... . .............. . 
Permits to sell, 343 ....................... . 
Permits to import, 9 .................... . 
Permits to convey, 49 ... ................. . 
Permi t to sell fireworks only, 34 ..... . 
Registered premises, 418 .. ........... .... . 

£ 8 . d. 
67 0 0 
87 0 0 
85 15 0 
~8 0 0 
12 5 0 
450 

104 10 0 

£378 15 0 
Magazine I'cnts .............................. 163 15 8! 

1'otnl revenue ........................... £542 10 8l 

I ha.ve &'c., 

J. O. HUDSON, 

\Y. A. PRETYMAN, :Bsq., 
Ohief Inpeetior of Explosives. 

Secretary for Mi nes, Hobart. 

l OHN VAIL, 
OOVitRNIONT PRINTER, TA8llANU. 


