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the ungierlying alluvial deposits. A plentiful supply of water
is available, but the tailings, whic% are dumped into the
river, have hecome a block and hiudrance, and cannot he
permitted further to accumulate until the winter rains set
in and wagh them away—a difficulty that js obvious to the
management, who must await, and be guided by, circum-
stances.  In other respects the prospects are favourable,
and during the term 117} tons of tin ore has heen pro-
duced.

Lone Brother Tin-mining Company, situated ahout two
miles further down the river, is opening a deep 30 feet
to 50 feet face, similar in appearance to the Briseis Drafts,
which, according to face prospects, should prove payahle
at present market rates,

Cascade River and Main Creek operations provide employ-
ment for a number of small parties. These call for no
special mention in the report.

Bradshaw’s Creek.—Pioneer Tin-mining Company.—From
this well-known property 76 tons of tin ore has been pro-
duced during the term.

Wyniford River.—On the opposite bank of the river the
Waugh and Rajah Mines are working under similar con-
ditions, and the output of each is noteworthy.

South Mount Cameron.—Eastern Leads Tin-mining Com-
Eany have started recently the electrically-driven plant
ought from the Leona Mine, at Avoca, to work shallow
round on the roadside. So far no returns have been
urnished.

Endurance Tin-mining Company, working back and paral-
lel with what was termed *‘ the lead,” has ohtained satis-
factory rturns with no apparent diminution in the grade
of material in the present face, from which 85 tons of ore
was produced during the term. The company is also
assembling an up-to-date 250 h.p. crude oil plant to work
the river flats o ite the post-office.

New Clifton Tin-mining Company.,—Here also a crude oil
plant is being installed to work the flat grounds south of
the old workings. These have heen closely hored and are
reported as being payable.

Gladstone.—Compeer Tin-mining Company.—Sluicing by
nozzle and gravitation continues on the Star Hill and ter-
races with results stated to be payable.

Garfield and Arcadia Tin-mining Companies.—Large areas
have been taken up hg both of these proprietors, hut being
in the early stage of development neither has yet furnished
any returns. e former 1s installing a 120 h.p. pumping
plant in order to Erovide a constant supﬁ)ly of water under
greasure to work the drifts now open on the property, which,

y this means and gravitation, should bhe productive of
good results.

Fly-by-Night Creek (Ground formerly worked by Messrs.
Whittaker and Daws).—Mr. Edwin Pett has uired
this and neighbouring land on behalf of a local syndicate,
and, in addition to the water obtained from the Mount
Cameron Water-race, is installing a crude oil plant in order
to get more pressure. The lode and alluvial grounds show
favourable prospects.

Monarch Tin-mining Company.—Operations have recently
heen resumed on this property, and the manager is at pre-
sent assembling a plant further afield, where the prospects
show improvement.

Moorina.—Moorina Tin-mining Company, formerly Weld-
Echo.—With a serviceable water-supply, work has been
resumed, and the company has produced 18} tons of tin.

Waidborough.—Wethorough Tin-mining Company.—This
is the principal mine in this centre, and from the river
flat 74 tons of tin has been won. Other mines in the dis-
trict are the Laffer and small prospects, all of which have
contributed to the output.

Lottah.—Mount Michael Tin-mining Company is working
a soft granitic body to a depth of 20 feet and a chain in
width, estimated to contain 0'5 per cent. tin. From this
hody over £10,000 worth of tin ore has already bheen
extracted.

New Blue Tier or Old Anchor Tin-mining Company.—
Work with a 10-head battery has intermittently continued,
but at present all labour is confined to the alluvial deposits
helow tﬁa battery site, which are regarded as payable.

Goshen.—A large area of ground has been taken up in this
loeality by '‘Messrs. Lascelles and party, who are sinking
shallow shafts in order to test the property.

St. Helens,—Argonaut Tin-mining Company, on account
of its efficient water service, has worked extensive areas of
shallow ground, from which 10 tons of tin has been obtained.

George’s Bay Tin-mining Company’s ground is somewhat
similar to the lastmentioned, and has preduced 8% tons of
tin.

Constable’s Creek Company, sitnated 5 miles south
towards the Secamander River, possesses a fairly large
area of ground. With an adequate supply of water
it could be treated at a profit, or if let in miner’s right
blocks wounld find employment for a number of small
parties of wor wing to the low rainfall of the dis-

triet conservation in dams would mot be sufficient, and
the only way to surmount the difficulty would, if warranted,

be to bring a supply into the field, either by pumping or
by %ra.vibation from the Scamander River, either of which
would prove expensive.

Scamander.—Pyramid Tin-mining Company,—Messrs.
Aulick and party have taken up this once notable property,
and are erecting a 5-head battery in order to crush the
rich surface stone which might lead to more important
bodies of stone.

Avoca.—Storey's Creek Syndicate.—This well-established
company has sunk to a depth of 200 feet on the underlie.
The lodes exposed in length 1200 feet present one
of the hest examples of its type in the Commonwealth. The
ore consist of wolfram and tin oxide in a quartz matrix,
which shows no indication of thinning. Tt may he relied
upon as one of the State's chief producers for some time to
come. During the year 56 tons of tin ore and 83 tons of
wolfram have been obtained from this source.

Aberfoyle Prospecting Syndicate is situated in the neigh-
bourhood of the lastmentioned mine, the lodes bhearing
many features of resemblance. The ecompany is sinking
a 100-feet shaft vertically in order to test more thoroughly
the known lodes.

Wolfram.,

Storey’s Creek Syndicate, in addition to its tin output,
has also produced 88 tans in wolfram.

COAL MINES.

Our coal mines have maintained their relative output,
but the consumption is not sufficient to keep the principal
mines fully occupied, which is regrettable, as the average
working-days do not exceed nine a fortmight. This 1s
hoth detrimental to the owners and workmen, but more
especially to the latter, who, while being credited with
receiving big money, do not, in the circumstances, average
ordinary wages.

Mount Nicholas Colliery.—Work is chiefly confined to
what is termed the ‘‘ mew '’ pit and the 4-feet seam over
the Eid No. 1 workings, from which 28,735 tong was exca-
vated.

Cornwall Colliery.—Work in three divisions of the main
pit continues, and 46,344 tons of coal has been produced,

Jubilee Colliery.—Extensive areas have been opened, and
14,403 tons of coal has heen produced. 1

York Plains Colliery.—The toal produced from this seam
is of a smokeless variety, used chiefly for malting and hop
kilns, for which purposes 746 tons was mined during the
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Mr. Ixspecror Vavpeav (Burnie) reports:—

I mave the honour to submit my annual report for the
vear 1926, in connection with the work of inspection and
administration of the various Acts delegated to this office,
and a resumé of the work carried out in the district,

The average number of persons engaged in my district
was 1112, against 1042 in 1925. More men have been out
prospecting during the year under review than in any other
term since I have been an inspector, but, as far as I know,
nothing of any commercial importance has been discovered.

Accidents.—A tabulated list containing an account of the
various accidents requiring to be registered in compliance
with Section 26 of ** The Mines and Works Regulation Act,
1915,"" has been furnished to the Chief Inspector of Mines.

Eighteen accidents were registered during the year.
Fight of these occurred on the surface and 10 underground.
One person was killed by a premature explosion under-
ground aund one very seriously injured in a quarry by the
undercarringe of a side tip-truck falling across his back,
breaking the spine in two places. Three men had their
legs broken and two lost tops of fingers.

Of those injured all have returned to work with the
exception of the man whose back was hurt, An operation
was performed on him, the doctor stating that his recovery
would be slow, but he had every hope that he would be
on his feet again by the end of 12 months. The man had
no feeling from the middle of the body downwards. He can
now sit up and be wheeled about in an invalid carriage.

In connection with the premature explosion, it was foun
after the accident, that the company had been in the habit
of giving the gelignite to the men, requesting them to pick
it over and return any defective (frozen) plugs to the
store to be thawed. On this occasion the men had two
packets given to them, a considerable amount of it being
frozen. The man’s mate stated that none of this material
was being used: that in charging a hole he had got a plug
stuck, and, in trying to free it, an explosion occurred
which killed the man instantly. His mate suffered from
shock and a slight ent on the head from a flying piece of
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the tamping-stick. The coroner’s jury brought in a verdiet
““ that he met his death accidentally and not otherwise.”
They made a strong recommendation, which T strongly
endorsed in my report, that the onus be on the employer
to have all explosives given to the miners in good condition ;
also, that the size of plugs be as large as consistent with
the size of the holes being hored. 1 felt we might be able
to protect others if we could get a general rule covering
the matter; so I worked at the coroner’'s inquiry to get a
recommendation on the above lines. The General Rules,
as at present, make it that a miner should not only be
able to know what is safe to use, but be able to thaw any
frozen explosives, This is right on small mines away in
the hush, but in mines like the one where the accident
occeurred it is unreasonable, to my mind, to ask men, par-
tienlarly contractors, to pick over explosives at their work-
ing places. After very careful consideration and inguir:
T feel sure the man was charging holes with partly frozen
explosives, and if only good gelignite had been issued the
man would not have been killed.

In connection with the man who had his back broken, he,
with three others, was tipping a big side tip-truck con-
taining =oft, sticky clay. He was leaning over a sprag-
stick to help keep the truck from going too far over.
His mates ealled out to him to let go, but, before he could
do so, he was thrown over the top of the trueck onto the
ground below the tip. The hood stuek in the bank of the
tip as it went over, but the undercarriage continued and
fell across his back. It was folly to lean over the stick
to try to hold a truck containing such sticky material.

Two men were hurt through falls of earth in shallow
open cuts not over 7 feet high. 1In hoth instances the
men stated that they had been up on the top of the bank
a little while previously and conzidered all was safe.

Four other accidents were dne to rolling and failing
stone, but, considering the circumstances, could hardly be
classified as falls of ground, as will be seen from the tabu-
lated list.

With a little more care most of the accidents could have
been avoided, but they are those which are incidental to
the industry and which an inspector is ever endeavouring
to keep down.

Ventilation.—At the mine mentioned in my last report
conditions are still far from satisfactory. I have
endeavoured to assist the management in every way to
improve matters, but have had reluctantly to come to
the conclusion it does not care under what conditions the
men work. A rise is being put up, which was obtained
after considerable pressure, and should make a consider-
able difference, but the time is fast approaching when it
will be necessary to put in a proper system of power ven-
tilation, owing to the depth of the mine and the uncertainty
of natural ventilation.

At other mines a few instances were noticed where the
ventilation was not too good, and various recommendations
made were adopted, improving conditions considerably.

Settlements of Ground.—Nothing of a serious nature
occurred during the year. In three instances some ground
set off to structural weaknesses, giving plenty of warning
as it did so, on to the timbers; these were stiffened up
and the ground eventually removed. No accidents, that T
know of, occurred in doing so.

Change<Houses.—1 am pleased to report that, in both
instances where conditions were not satisfactory (as men-
tioned in my last report), there is mow no room for com-
plaint. The manager of one big works has promised to
put in a change-house, as required under the Act, as soon
as the change-over is made from steam to electrical power,
as there will then be available all that is required in con-
nection with building, pipes, &e. Any requests made at
other places have been promptiy met with.

Shelter Sheds and Orib Ploces.—An improvement has
heen obtained in this connection. but T am still endeavour-
ing to get & betterment at some of the works and one
quarry.

Health and Sanitation —lmprovements have been noticed
in many instances. but 1 regret having again noticed the
vsual sign when men are not using sufficient water. On
one oceasion a man was found boring dry in a shale mine:
the condiions were not very bad, and a warning was given.
At other places the men and hosses have been spoken to
and a reguest made to discontinue the practice.

At one quarry (mentioned in my last report) where a
mutual agreement was come to (the superintendent was not
present at the time), things were not carried out as agreed
on, and, after every endeavour had been made to get the
spirit of the agreement carried out, it was decided to write
the officer with whom the agreement was made, when a ready
response was miade and an assurance given that the agree-
ment would be adhered to. The superintendent was
instructed aecordingly.

At one works considerable opposition has been met with,

the manager going so _fur as to state that the Government
should be satisfied, if it was found necessary, to see up to

90 men's lives ruined to see the industry established. Of
course he disagreed with my contention that the dust
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about the works was injurious. Fvery reasonable assist-
ance was given and much patience shown so as not to
interfere in any unfair manner with getting the concern
to be a payable proposition, but the way this person ignored
the various Acts and ulations thereunder was ““the
limit.”” Rather than go Esw oni one occasion (which usually
gets one nowhere), the Chief Inspector was asked to come
along and see what he could do. After a lot of unpleasant
discussion the management agreed to do as previously
requested in this conre¢tion.

One man at Latrobe {s suffering from phthisis—an old
West-Cloaster who has been at this end for some time.
He is having a very bad time. Two others, whom I have
known for some years, have passed away, suffering from the
sume complaint, during|the year.

Frplosives and Magadines.—Considerable attention has
been given to the safe handling and storage of explosives,
the landing of explosives from the mainland being super-
vised as the occasion démanded.

Only a small quantity of sodinwm-nitrate gelignite needed
destroying: On one mine the magazine, which was under-
ground, became unsatisfactory, and, on a request being
made for another, the general manager asked that the
company be allowed to just use it to keep a weekly supply
therein for the time being, drawing the supplies from =a
new muin magazine at another mine a few miles away,
amd that, as soon a3 the clectrical current was brought to
the mine and installed, a magazine, which could be
suitably warmed so as to keep the temperature therein
satisfactory, would be erected. This was agreed to. This
mine is above the snow-line, and there has always heen
some difficalty during the winter months with frozen
explosives.

There were two reports in connection with No. 7 Detona-
tors, stating that they had exploded with not sufficient
Joree to exglode the charges, but, from enguiries made,
I came to the conclusion that in both instances the detona-
tors had been underground for some time and had become
defective.

As far as my observation and enquiries went the fuse
has been satisfactory; when tested it has alwavs been
good. T have had no complaints as to the condition of
explosives.

Il\iugnzines generally, with one exception, have been kept
clean,

Two explosive accidents occurred during the year: One
was attended with fatal injuries, as mentioned under acci-
dents; the other oceurred to a lad named Alan Bower at
Lapoinya on October 11th. The lad was preparing to go
fishing and started to make a ‘“sinker ' from what he
took to he an exhausted detonator. Unfortunately the
detonator was intact, and, when given a tap, exploded
shattering two fingers and the thumb. d

As already stated in previous reports, 1 consider it would
be advisable to get the Fducation Department to give
lessons in connection with the danger of explosives. If
taught in the schools it might save many accidents. For
instance, the other day a voung man, who lLad just lost
a thumb and finger through the explosion of a detonator
told me he did not know it was dangerous to twist the Fuse
in the detonator to elear the sawdust out of it. .

I might state here that, at one quarry 1 go to, on the
bench in the tail-house, where * tails '’ are made up, they
have a piece of rubber cemented on to it, on which, they
gently tap the detonmator to disengage any sawdust that
may he sticking therein. Tf used carefully this should be
quite safe,

Machinery, Ropes, d&c.—At a concentrating mill a young
man_ was caught on a shafting in trying to untwist a
belt that had come off the driven pulley, and, as a result
of injuries received, died. This accident is recorded by the
Machinery Department, so is not entered up in my tabu-
lated list. On & previous occasion, the 20th October, 1925
this" person had been hurt in putting on a belt, and the
manager was written to and a request made that men
should be instructed to handle belts carefully.

A good deal of engine trouble was experienced at one
mine using suction gas, the *‘ timing »’ appearing to me
to be ont considerably. The matter was fully discussed
and passed over to the inspector of machinery. A change
was soon after made in the management and engineer
the defects were remedied, and the plant is now work.
ing much more satisfactorily.

At another mine an accident occurred to the winding
engine, the enginedriver stating he was hoisting, at a slow
rate of speed, when one of the teeth on the pinion-wheel
broke. He stopped the hoist at once, but it was found
that owing to the shock the hed-plate of the winding-drums
was cracked. Th.e driver could give mo reason %or the
occurrence. Repairs were put in hand, and things have
been alright since.

Twe occasions were reported from one mine of cages

what could be seen it was downright carelessness on the
enginedriver's part in both instances in not seeing the

lgetting away while changing gears on main hoist. From
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chairs were safely under the cage, the braceman heing
away at the time. The mannga? gave iuutruct.iol;s J:i:;%
the braceman must be in attendance when changing gear
On the last occasion the rope was damaged and had to
be taken off. An old one, which I had previously requested
to be taken off, was put on and another ordered, men not
being allowed to ride on the cage for the time being

Only when found very necessary has any interference
been made in connection with machinery, all cases being
promptly submitted to the Inspector of Machinery, with
the request that they receive attention, This was done
to try and save the overlapping between the two depart-
ments. There appears to be a good ‘deal of difference of
opinion as to the safe method of installing electricity in
the underground workings. I consider this should be dealt
with in ‘“ The Machinery Amendment Act,’”” or permission
made to cover it under re ulations under our Act.

Ropes were inspected, and requests made for cutting and
reshoeing when necessary, as required by the Act.

Inflammable Liquid Storage.—Considerable attention has
been given to this as time permitted, but there is still
much to be achieved regarding safety. Some 38 depots
were registered and ten new licences to store taken out,
:l{ld 28 registered premises were changed over to licence to
store.

It was thought that the installing of so many kerbside
tanks pnd pumps would lighten up the work in connec-
tion with the safe keeping of motor spirits, but up to the
I)resent it has not been so in my district. Assistance has
heen asked for from the Police Department as occasion
demanded, and a very ready response was given at all
times, and T would like here to express my appreciation of
it. Legal proceedings were instituted against two persons.
One was fined a total of £2 10s. 6d. for smoking while
unloading inflammable li uid from a lorry mear a depot,
heing a contravention of Regulation 5. The charge against
his mate was dismissed. Other breaches were reported to.
the Chief Imspector, but as the persons concerned were
willing to make good it was decided by him to overlook
their offences.

General.—The various mines, works, and guarries in my
district which are under the provisions of “ The Mines
and Works Regulation Act, 1915, have been inspected as
time permitted and as the importance of the operations
called for. I still find considerable amounts of loose and
affected ground, both at the guarries and underground
workings, and find that this becomes more noticeable if
for any reason a longer time intervenes between my visits.
Apart from three places my recommendations and sugges-
tions have been heartily appreciated and acted on regard-
ing better working conditions and safety. 1 would again
like to express my appreciation to the various managers,
officers, and workmen who have given me, at any time,
their co-operation in my endeavours to et a reasonable
degree of safety and decent working conditions. If only
managers and others would see that when remarks and
suggestions are made concerning methods adopted
they are not made in a personal way it would help con-
siderably. One’s desire is to hel% the industry, and if 2
sensible view was taken it would be seen that if good con-
ditions prevail it must be to the betterment of everyone,
both commercially and physically.

Herewith 1 submit a summary of the mines in my lis-
trict : —

Tin.

Mount Bischoff Tin Mines.—During the year a fair
amount of progressive work has been carried out, both
underground and at the surface. An average of 208 men
have been employed. Some 77,110 tons of ore were treated
st the concentrating mill for a return of 203% tons of
metallic tin, an average of 38 per cent. Sn per ton. The
work of testing the alluvial ground of the Waratah River
flats was completed, and values were reported to be well
over payable, and a recommendation made by the consult-
ing engineer and the manager to instal the necessary
equipment to treat same. A road has been cut around the
north valley to the flats. .

From my own observations there are some very rich
patches of alluvial ground on these flats, but there is a
great amount of boulders in the wash weighing from a
few to many pounds, and it is to be hoped that every con-
sideration has been given to this in connection with
values and plant to be erected. Underground a nice dis-
covery was made in what is known as the x-lode, on the
main tunnel level. It does not appear to go up very far

above this level, but has been cut from what is known as |

the Stanhope adit, some 125 feet below. Tt has heen driven
on 70 feet, and a connection made to level above, giving
180 feet on the underlay. The lode averaged 12 inches wide
with an average assay of 535 per cent. Sn. Only the
future can tell what length and denth of payable ore will
he exposed here, but the lode was cut and driven in
very favourable country, and the prospects should be good.
To my mind it is a pity that a more pmgrgxm\'o_pohcy
of exploration has not heen adopted in connection with the
underground workings. The fact cannot be hidden that

the o’l,d surface deposits known as the ‘‘ brown face,’ ** white
face,””" and ‘‘ slaughter-yard "' deposits are nearing their
end, and if the old mine is to continue for any length of
time it must be from underground bodies, as there 1s not
a very long life in the alluvial deposits.

Mt. Bischoff Extended Tin Mine.—This mine is now run
with electrical power, obtained from the Mt. Bischoff Tin
Mining Company, which has made a big difference to the
costs; in fact, one could say positively that were it not
for this the mine would not be working to-day. A con-
siderable amount of developmental work has been carried
out, hut values are very near the just-on-payable lines, and
the utmost economy has to be exercised. During the year
attention has been directed to the lowest No. 9 level. This
is 350 feet vertically below No. 6 level, and the whole of
the ground, apart from drive and about 20 feet high hy
70 feet long of stoping, is in *‘ situ.” The ore being mined
from this place is **dirty,” but can be handled at the
concentrating plant, so that as long as values are right this
will be no obstacle. I would like to see the lode driven
on at bhoth ends. 1If a few decent chutes of ore could be
obtained at this level it would make all the difference to
the future of the mine. Most of the ore treated at the
mill during the year was obtained from the old Wheal
workings, but owing to the excessive amount of handling
in getting it to the mill there was very little profit in
working it. Some 18,873 tons were crushed for 126-8 tons
of SnO. which contained 85 tons of Sn. Average number
of men employed, 80-4,

Pryde, Palmer, and Others, South Bischoff.—Some 3
tons of tin (metallic) has heen won by 4 men working
part time in the alluvial ground in this quarter.

Luina Tin Mine, Old Cleveland T.M.—No work has heen
carried out during the year. The legal manager is still
trying to get money into this property.

Prospectors.—A little prospecting work has been carried
out at * vellow band,’ and a little osmiridium and some
alluvial tin won. There is some ground there which would
be payable if it were not so far away from the main-road.

Renison Bell District.—A. Vietor Leggo & Co., who have
options over the Renison Bell, Montana, and Dreadnought-
Boulder Tin Mines, have only had about an average of
two men employed during the term. They had some diffi-
culty in getting options extended and fixed up to their
satisfaction, A contour survey of the known ore bodies
has been made, and a drilling programme has been laid
out to further test the ore at depth. The consulting engi-
neer states that the work carried out in connection with
sampling was quite satisfactory and up to expectations.
Work has also heen carried on at these mines by tributors,
who have obtained ore which gave 8848 tons of metallic

tin.

Pine Hill Tin Mine (Kitto’s).—Very little work has been
carried out here during the year, and nothing of any
importance discovered.

Penzance Tin Mine (D. Albury).—No work has been done
here of late. If this and Kitto’s were joined together and
a proper system of prospecting put in hand, there is every
reason to helieve that a good mine might result.

. J. and R. Kerslake’s M.L.—Some work has been car-
ried out on these properties and 2 little tin sent to smelters.
The owners have cleaned out the old workings so that
samples can be carried out. They state the values are right.

A. Kemp’s M.L.—A small concentrating mill to re-treat
Boulder tin mill tailings was completed, but results have
not been encouraging.

Stanley River District.—A few bags of tin have been
sent away from the old Reward Claim, and one man has
been working at the Mt. Linsday Tin Mine for the first
part of the term re-treating tailings, and for the latter
part treating some oxidised material from the approach of
No. 1 adit, from which he has been winning some fair
values. There is only a limited amount of this material
available as far as can be seen.

Rosebery and Williamsford Districts.—Williamsford Tin
Mine: The concentrating mill was completed and a start
made again at the mine. As was expected and reported
previously, it was found that enough developmental work
had not heen carried out. The value of the ore developed
had heen over-estimated to a great extent, and on ends and
rises heing extended the ore obtained was found to be too
low to be payable. At present the mine is closed down.
An average of 16 men were employed.

A. J. Salmon’s M.L., Emu Bay Railway.—This man
opened up a formation carrying some fair values in tin.
[+ contained a lot of iron, which needed to he burnt to free
the tin. He picked out some of the richest and burnt it,
and then ecrushed it up by hand and obtained ore which
cave 2818 tons of metallic tin. An option was_given to
Adeliide people, who drove an adit to cut this ore at
about 90 feet vertically below Salmon’s work. The forma-
tion was about five feet wide where cut. Values were
reported to me to be worth just under 1 per cent. Some
good values could be seen on the hanging-wall portion,
the gangue consisting of quartz and carbonate of iron. No
more work has been done since. On this and the next
section there appears to be at least two lines of lode for-
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Merton’s Prospect, Little Wilson River District, now
‘* Hershaw’s.”’—Some prospecting work has been; and is
being, carried out on this property, where two men are
employed. Prospeets are reported to be encouraging.

Mt. Claude District, Moina.—New Shepherd and Murphy
Mine.—The only work ecarried out during 1926 was to
dismantle the magnetic separation plant at Launceston
and take it to the mill site at the mine, erect, and house
it, two men being employed. It is hoped that sufficient
capital will be forthcoming shortly to re-open the work-
ings below adit level.

Kemp’s Rainbow Tin Mine (Old Iris T.M.).—Two men
have been employed during threeguarters of 1926, when
water was available, The tin obtained is mixed with a
fair amount of wolfram. which needs to be separated. The
ore obtained was sent to Syduey for treatment towards the
end of the year, but so far no results have reached this
office.

Mt. Oliver Tin Mine.—This is situated above the old Tin
Spur. An Adelaide syndicate is doing some prospecting
work on the property. There is some tin stone showing,
but, personally, I do not like the country, and as pre-
viously reported in connection with the Tin Spur property,
T will be greatly surprised if ever a pnyi\gle mine is
developed there.

Balfour Distriet.—An average of five men have been
prospecting and sluicing for tin, and 3:0238 tons of tin
were obtained. On man has some precipitating boxes on
the old Reward Copper Mine, and 16236 tons of copper
were obtained from the last clean up.

King Island.—Sea Elephant P. Ass.—This mine is known
on the island as the “ White Hawk.” I understand a
company has been (or is being) formed to work the pro-
perty. I have not visited the mine during the year, as
most of the work carried out was drilling operations. An
average of 61 men have been engaged.

Zine-Lead Silver Mines.

The Electrolytic Zine Company of Australasia Limited
fhiave carried out an extensive diamond-drilling campaign
at their Rosebery and Mount Read Mine. At Rosebery
Mine results, T understand, have been satisfactory. Results
at the Mount Read Mine have been varied. Mining
developmental work has been carried out at No. 4, 5, and
54 levels at the Hercules Mine, and the ore bodies are
opening up in a very satisfactory manner. A little work
was carried out during one term by three men at the old
Dalmeny mine, and during the first quarter seven men
were employed underground at the Mt. Read Mine.

A considerable tonnage of ere has been broken at the
Hercules and Rosebery Mines and sent forward to the
works at Zeehan. Figures are sent to the Mines Office,
Hobart, regarding the contents and value of this ore.

An average of 98 men were employed at the Rosebery
Mine end and 45% at Hercules Mine.

Silver-Lead Mines.

Waratah District: The Magnet Silver Mine.—The mana-
ger (Mr. R. . Hales) has supplied the following data:—
14,326 tons of ore have been treated and 2294 toms of ore
sent to market, containing 102197 tons of lead and 154,801
oz, of silver; gross value, £61,100. Average number of
men employed 108. The principal develolfment work earried
out was at No. 16 level—cutting the plat and driving to
cut the lode. This was cut at 523 feet from the main
shaft, the lode being 34 feet wide where the cross-cut
passed through it. Drives north and south have been
driven 20 feet and 18 feet respectively. Sufficient work
has not been done to prove the value of the lode, but so
far it is encouraging.

No. 15 level.—The bulk of the ore mined has come
from the stopes over this level. The lode is still main-
taining its value.

No. 12 level.—Development has been carried out at this
level by driving in a southerly direction on the western side
of the dolomite, but only poor values were met with in
the drive. The best values are showing at the bottom of
the drive. North on this lode a little stoping has heen
carried out on a formation 2 feet wide, iiving some nice
values. A rise has been commenced and is up 96 feet.
This is to connect up to No. 11 level for ventilating purposes.

No. 9 level.—Stoping has heen carried out with variable
results.

No. 4 level.—Driving, rising, and stoping have been
carried out at this Ievei, but, owing to the smallness of
the veins of ore, work has been suspended.

1 can concur with the above. e trouble with the
mine is the power system, which has cost an exorbitant
amount, quite ent of keeping with what would have suited
the mine, and owing to the water storage system being
inadequate. Nearly every year it fails during the dry
season. This disorganises the whole of the work, as the
men being put off naturally look for work of a more
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permanent character in other places. Men, knowing this,
who would probably go to the place, will not do so owing
to these stoppages. Needless to say this piles up the costs,
In my opinion it is a pity a power scheme was not adopted
that could have been obtained from the larger rivers near
by, at a much lower cost, transmitting the power to the
mine, which could have served for all the year round. Pro-
vision should be made to instal plant that could keep the
mine going continuously. There are many ways in which
this could be done.

it is too soon yet to say what the ore on the western
side of the dolomite is going to turn out, but the indieations,
in my opinion, are decidedly encouraging. The thick-
ness of the dolomite between the two ore bodies appears
to be decreasing as depth is obtained, and I would not be
surprised to see this eut out and the ore bodies come
together in depth.

Prospecting.—To the south of the Magnet Silver Mine
some work was earried out under Government assistance
by Mr. J. Betts, but nothing of any value was discovered.

M¢t. Jasper Copper Mining Company.—Some work was
carried out on what is known as the Wright Mine. Ore
carrying 539 oz. of silver and 5069 tons of lead was sold,
an average of three men being employed. The work con-
sisted of driving and stoping on the ore channel, so it
can be seen the ore is costly to get.

M¢t. Farrell District.—North Mt. Farrell Mine, Tullah.—
The following 1s supplied by the manager (Mr. F. H. Jor-
gensen) :—Crude ore raised and treated, 15040 tons.
Marketable ore obtained, 2969 tons, containing 193,287 oz.
of silver and 179038 tons of lead. Average number of
men employed, 1124.

Development Work, 1926.—Main shaft sunk 15 feet. No.
9 level: Plat cut; cross-cutting, 221 feet; drives on lode,
28 feet north and 24 feet south. No. 8 level: Cross-cutting,
50 feet; driving, 2764 feet; raising 324 feet. No. 7 level:
Driving 87 feet. Wo. 6 level : Cross-cutting, 92 feet. No.
5 level : Cross-cutting, 10 feet; driving, 58 feet.

Towards the end of 1926 it was decided to sink a new
main shaft from the surface. There were several reasons
for deciding thig; two of the principal ones were that the
hoisting engine at the present main shaft could not handle
the eutput from a deeper level, in fact it is not satisfactory
from the present level, and that, as the shaft is sunk, the
cross-cutting hecame greater to cut the lode at each level,
owing to the underlay of the ore channel.

There are many things to be said in its favour, but
whether the mine warrants the expenditure at the present
mement only the future will prove.

Neurly all the development work carried out for many
years has been in connection with the one line of lode
formation, but one cross-cut was put out to get filling to
fill stopes, and some galena was cut. This was driven on
for a short distance north and seuth. This was at No.
5 level. The cross-cut is being extended at No. 6 level to
try and pick it up. It is too soon to say much about this
make of ore, but it is encouraging. To my mind it is a
great pity that some diamond-drilling work has not been
put in hand to test the country to the east and west,
particularly to the east towards the contact.

0Old Mt. Farrell Mining Company’s Mineral Lease (now
A. Maggs’ and others).—A little prospecting work has been
carried out on this property.

Tt appears to me, judging by the material lying about on
the various dumps, that, at present prices of metals, this
old mine deserves looking into. It would not cost a great
amount to clean out the drives, so that an inspection could
be made, a scheme of development work laid out, and, if
satisfactory, a concentrating-flotation plant erected.

South Mt. Farrell Syndicate (Old Murchison Mine).—
Some ore was discovered by two men working in their
spare time, and an option given to a syndicate, which drove
an adit to cut the ore lower down. On doing so it was not
payable, and the option was surrendered.

New Sterling Valley Silver-Lead Mining Company.—
The old wooden tramline was relaid from Tullah to the
mine, and ate up most of the capital available. Some of
the ore body previously opened up was stoped out, and a
few tons of clean ore was picked out and sent to market,
but it was soon seen that this was not going to be payable,
as the ore was too dirty to be hand-dressed. A start was
made to continue to sink the main shaft, but money was
not forthcoming and work has been suspended. Some
milling plant was bought, but never installed at the mine,
This is another case of investors being badly advised. If
the money raised had been spent in systematically pros-
peetin% the property, there is a probability that the mak-
ings of a good mine may have been discovered.

rospecting.—A little prospecting work has been carried
out in the outside distriet, but nothing of any value has
bheen discovered, as far as I know.

Mt. Claude and Moina District,—Round Hill Silver-Lead
Mine, Cethana.—The manager (Mr. J. J. Andrews) reports
as follows :—During the year exploratory work has been
earried out, principally at No. 1 level, from shaft; towards
the erid of the vear development work was started at No. 1
tunnel,
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South-east drive, quartzite lode, south-east of shaft, No.
1 level : This drive was extended 161 feet on the course of
the lode. This, for the greater distance, was payable and
contained good silver values.

South-east drive, quartz lode, south-east of shaft, No. 1
level : This drive was advanced on the lode, which is
associated with quartz, 99 feet, the lode producing good
milling ore for 74 feet, the last 25 feet being poor seconds.

North-west drive, north-west of shaft, No. 1 level: This
drive, which is coming out under the entrance of No. 1
tunnel, was driven 278 feet in the ore channel. This, for
the most part, proved to be very erratic and patchy.

Branch lode, north-west of shaft, from south ecross-cut:
Work on this lode was continued for 67 feet, the ore making
in hard quartzite. The lode was not payable.

Cross-cuts, No. 1 level, off main shaft: COross-cuts were
driven a distance of 65 feet to test walls both sides of
ore channel, but nothing of any value was exposed.

No. 1 tunnel, quartzite lode : The drive on the quartzite
lode was extended to 65 feet, the lode here being small and
faulted.

Cross-cut. off No. 1 tunnel: A cross-cut north has been
started from quartzite lode to test the probability of the
En-echelon theory occurring in this part of the mine. This
cross-cut has heen driven 20 feet at a point 560 feet south-
east of the shaft.

Rises.—No 3 rise, north-west of shaft, has been put up
and holed through to No. 1 level.

Stopes.—Stoping has been carried out south-east and
north-west of shaft from shaft No. 1 level. The work south-
east of shaft has proved payable, but from the north-west
otherwise.

Concentrating Plant.—During the year the mill treated
8287 tons, from which 637 tons of marketable ore was pro-
duced, containing 129 oz. gold, 24,238 oz. silver, and 381
tons of lead. An average of 39 men were employed.

The above speaks for itself. The results have been very
disappointing. The drive was driven at No. 1 level right
under and beyond where tributers had some very rich ore
in the early dawvs of the mine, but nothing of any extent
was discovered. Three rises were also put up to level above
to prove the downward course of this ore.

e ore occurrences in this mine have been very erratic,
and this usually does not tend to good results from diamond-
drill work. 8till, T would recommend that it be tested
by drilling. Before abandoning the mine I strongly recom-
mend that a couple of thousand pounds he expended in this
way.

Washington Silver-Lead Mine, Moina.—The water-race
has heen continued, and is now on the mine, but a tunnel
has to be completed through the hill to get it to the top
of the mill site. A site has been cleared to the concen-
trating mill and a quantity of old second-hand machinery
brought on to the mine. T am informed that this is to
be erected at once; the intention being to open up the
mine from profits made from milling the ore in sight. Per-
sonally, T think the shareholders would have been better
advised to have opened up the mine to see if it warranted
the erection of a mill.

Prospecting.—A little prospecting has bheen carried out
at the Dove River and at and around the old Caledonian
Mine, but no ore was sent out during the year.

Penguin District.—A fair amount of prospecting work has
been done in several places from just near the seashore
back into the Dial Ranges, most of it heing in connection
with places indicated by ‘¢ diviners '' with their wires. In
all instances formations were discovered, hut were of no
commercial value,

Coal.

Preolenna Coal Mine.—No cutting of coal has been car-
ried out that T know of during 1926,

Meunna Coal Mine.—One man has heen engaged hest
part of the year, and a few tons of coal have heen won
and sold. Tt is a pity this field has not heen hored. There
may be other seams, or other places on the known seams,
where there is greater thickness than that showing at pre-
sent which could be worked at a profit.

Tllamatha Colliery, Spreyton.—Some 1240 tons of coal
has bheen sold from this mine during 1926, an average of
nine men being at work. There is hardly a living wage
to be earned at the price received for the coal, but the men
state they have their homes and families around there, and
they would sooner stay than go further afield.

Shale.

Tas. Cement Pty. Lid., Shale Mine, Latrobe.—Some 2000
tons of shale have heen mined and crushed and sent to the
cement works to be used in the making of cement during
the last half year, eight men being employed.

Australian Shale 0il Corporation, Shale Mine.—A con-
siderable amount of plant has been erected, and the big

retort, which was expected to treat 140-180 tons per 24-
hour day, was given a run, and a good many alterations
made. The last continuous run was for ten days, and the

quantity treated was 480 tons, giving 46 gallons to the
ton. During 1926 altogether 1598 tons of shale were
retorted, an average of 45 men being employed. At the
mine the main adit was stopped and entries turned to
the right and left, from which 8-yard bords were turned
as entries advanced. From these the shale was obtained,
which was retorted.

New Southern Cross Motor Fuel Pty.—No work has heer
carried out at the mine end. A small retort, designed by
the manager (Mr. McPherson), was given a trial run, and
was reported to be satisfactory. This was altered in a
few details in connection with the feed and discharge ends,
these being made mechanical instead of by hand, and then
given another run. Work was then stopped, and nothing
has been done since last June. No figures reached this
office in connection with the last test made.

Deloraine Distriet.—Discoveries of shale were reported
from Chudleigh, but very little work has been carried out.
No mining work has been carried out on the properties:
of the Osmaston Shale Syndicate. Both parties are, I
understand, seeking for eapitalists to open up and develop
their resources.

Iron Ores.

Hoskins’ Iron and Steel Company.—These people, dur-
ing the first three quarters of the year, only carried out &
small amount of prospecting work, but in the last quarter
had up to 80 men at work. A considerable amount of
trenching, tunnelling, and shafting was carried out, and
the results of the tunnels and shafts were very disappoint-
ing, excessive sulphur contents showing. n_one place
where there had been good values in iron showing for 240
feet: along the trench a shaft was started, and at 17 feet
deep was very pyritical. At another place where there
were cliffs of magnetite showing, a tunnel was driven in
50 feet, and pyrites was showing nearly all the way. Work
was stopped just before Christmas, and since then all
tools have been carted into Waratah. So far as T know no
other work has heen carried out on any of the iron deposits
in my distriet.

Clement,

The Tasmanian Cement Proprietary Ltd.—Many altera-
tions and additions were made during the year, an average
of 904 men being employed, and 4586 tons of cement was
made_ the value %eing place& on this by the company being
£921,322-5. From reports the cement is a very good article,
and when the * clinker "’ shed is completed should be even
better. A change over to electrical power will he made
shortly, and should help considerably in connection with
costs.

Osmiridium.

Caudry’s Osmiridium Mine.—The concentrating mill was
completed and mining operations resumed, but there was
very little to put in it. Apart from a few isolated patches
the ground mined has not been payable. The average num-
her of men employed, as given by the managers, was, for
each quarter, as follows: 17, 6, 9, and 4. For the first
two quarters the return given was 37 oz. 3 dwt. 16 grs. of
osmiridium, valued at €970. No metal recovery or values
have reached this office during the last two quarters. A
small mechanically-driven sampling plant has been erected,
and a good deal of prospecting work was heing done towards
the end of the term. A
hgavr&llge and Castra Rivers, 19-Mile Creek, Little Wilson,
and Wilson River Districts.—An average of 51 men were
employed at these places, gradually hecoming smaller
towards the end of the year.

Timestone.

The Broken FHill Proprietary Co., at their Melrose
quurr‘fv. have broken and dispatched 145,869 tons of lime-
stone to their works at Newcastle, the average number of
men employed heing 80%.

Ochre.
During the first two quarters 38 tons was sent to Messrs.
0. Atkins’ paint works in Victoria, the value heing given
as £69. Two men at work.

Liquid 0il.,

The Adelaide Oil Exploration Company have been
engaged in diamond-drilling for oil during the last two
quarters at East Devonport. then at Northdown.

General,

The prospects regarding mining at the present moment
arer. 1 [thin]k. on the whole. much brighter. There seems
to he more inguiry for mining properties, and T am hoping
that 'the prices for metals, particularly tin, may kee
where they have been of late. Tf so, T feel sure we wi
have an increased output and a larger number of men

engaged during 1927.
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Curer inxsercror oF Mines (Queenstown Reports).

1 mave the honour to submit the following report upon
the work of inspection and administration of the provi-
sions of ‘* The Mines and Works Regulation Act, 1915,”
‘“ The Explosives Act, 1916, and ‘! The Inflammable
Liguid Act, 1920,”" within the Lyell and Zechan inspection
division for the year ended 3lst December, 1926. Owing
to the illness of Imspector Williams, a return from this
officer is not available.

The principal mines and Wworks again commanded the
greater number of underground and surface inspections,
the work of inspection being extended to those of lesser
importance as occasion demanded.  The production and
maintenance of safe working conditions received full con-
sideration, In several instances cases of laxity were
encountered in res to barring down unsafe ground,
adoption of general protective measures in regard to broken
ground, efficacy of timbering, undergroun excavations,
and attending to other details upon which safety depended.
all of which received consideration.

There were no extensive or uncontrolled settlements of
ground during the year, and it is pleasant to note their
continued absence. Open-cut workings, where quantities
of ground subsided, have continued to be kept under close
observation and attention., Workings on this ground have
been discontinued, and no gerson received injury during
the long period of settlement,

Accidents.—Fifteen accidents, involving 15 casualties,
were registered, but it is pleasing to record that there was
an absence of fatalities. Kleven of these accidents occurred
on the surface, and four undergronnd. Five cases occurred
involving the fracture of limbs, and three of burns. The
remainder were due to various causes, such ag trucking and
persons falling, but were not of a serious nature, although
were such as to necessitate 14 days’ absence from work.

Health and Sanitation,—Matters pertaining to health
and sanitation have received close attention, and good
results have been recorded. The abolition of dust has
received considerable attention, and it is pleasing to
note that considerable advancement has been made in the
conditions at reduction works, especially in regard to
crusher stations and smelting works. Change-house accom-
modation received considerable attention, and greater com-
fort has been obtained. In one instance the introduction
of vacuum cleaners has had a very marked effect. Under-
ground crib places and latrine accommodation have been
ver;lsa,t.isfac'bo_rg. oy )

Mining Activities—Mount Lyell Mining and Railway
Company Limited.—The output for the year was—

Mineral, Quantity. Value,

Silver (02.) ... «oe wev wee wev oo 134,586 22,176
Cum)er (73017 ) TR 6,535 454,854
Gold: (08:) ..c s sos 5ia ans e 2,300 9,797
Total “Falde ... ap jons ees ... £486,823

The 1}\n-im:ipﬂ,] operations were confined to the North Mount
Lyell Mine, which suppiied almost the whole of the ore
treated, with the exception of a small quantity on the Mount
Liyell Mine for fluxing purposes. At the latter end of the
vear all work was discontinued at the Mount Lyell Mine.
and in future ore from the North Lyell Mine only will be
treated. The discontinuance of work at the Mount Lyell
Mine will cause reorganisation in mining methods. Tt is the
intention of the company to drive a tunnel from the smelters
to the 1000-feet level in the North Lyell Mine. The whole
of the transport of ore will then be done through the tun-
nel. This will mean the discontinuance of the haulage
and handling from the mine to the top of the haulage,
and will also mean the discontinuance of pumping from the
1100-feet npwards.

During the year the main shaft of the Mount Lyell
Blocks has been cut to the surface and equipped, and is
now mnearly ready for operations. The hydro-electric plant
at Lake Marg]aret was in continuous operation, and sup-
?’l‘)ied the whole of the power and light required for the

mpany’s mines and works. Arrangements were also
being made for power to be supplied to the Electrolytic
Zine Company at Zeehan and Rosebery.

South Comet.—The output for the year under review
was—

Mineral. Quantity. Value.

£

Tiond (on8) o &5t Al 596 1,834
Silver (02.) «:x coo wev v i 3,838 462
Panot (EONR). & oo feee Ny 25 85
Total value v v wii £_2.381

The deposit has been mined from the northern hillside
end by three adits—No, 1 adit, just below the outerop.
which is 120 feet above No. 2; at No. 2 main adit most of

the exploitation has been carried out, and is 220 feet below
the lower-level adit; No. 3 (or lower level) adit has been
driven 470 feet on the zinc ore-hodies, the face heing ver-
tically under a point 50 feet from the entrance of No. 2
adit.” The strike of the lode is a few degrees west of
north, and the lode dips south-westerly at a high angle.
The country which contains the ore-body is mainly slates.
Previously it was considered to be a single lode, but later
deve.loFmenta make this doubtful, and development is being
carried oug which may prove that there are two lines of
ode, one containing zine-lead and the other silver-lead.
A concentrating mill about 1 mile from the mine, connected
by an aerial tramway, has been erected. The object of
selecting n site for the mill away from the mine is with a
view to treating other ore-bodies in the district. The
mill is designed in_ two sections, viz., a gravity section
and a flotation section. During the coming year the zinc
product will be recovered and marketed.

West Coast Silver-Lead Company.—This property was
formerly known as the North Zeehan, and is situated about
3 miles from Zeehan post-office, and on the Granville tram.
During the year the property was taken over by a syndi-
cate. They have developed a large formation at the 4(-feet
level, and have driven a distance of feet on a forma-
tion carrying irregular values. It is the intention of the
syndicate to sink a main shaft 10 feet by 4 feet on three
compartments of 100 feet. Water is very light, a 4-inch
pump coping with the supply easily.

The output for the year was—

Mineral. Quantity. Value

£

Silver (0z.) ... «.. .o 6,200 742
Lead (tons) ... ... .. 4925 1.563
Totali. value s abiqemos- 182,306

Horseshoe Syndicate.—This mine was formerly worked
b{mthe Tasman and Crown Lyell Company, and is sitnated
about 6 miles from Queenstown.

The output for the year was—

Mineral. . Quantity. Value.

£

Silver (08.) ... v ves e 5,369 716
Lead (t0DB) w.. iv e on 8789 2,766
Zine (TonR) .. ifi hee e 6350 2,114
Total value ... ... ove ... £5,586

A large amount of development work was carried out by
this Company, and the present owners have heen develop-
ing a zinc-lead ore-hody, about 30 feet in width. The main
shaft is on the property (264 feet), and is equipped with a
small, primitive winding-engine. In addition to the silver-
zine ore-body there are also occurrences of copper. The
property is one which has good prospects, but requires
capital to develop it. It is under offer to a mainland syndi-
cate, and, pending arrangements being finalised, a very
small amount of work is being carried out.

Qwansen Silver-Lead Mine, Zeehan.—The output for the
year was—

Mineral. Quantity. Value.

£

Silver MoB.)" .. LGl 18800 450
Tl ((TOnE)" .2\ ) o.. e 106°82 3,369
Zino"(®onE) ..V 100°5 3,301
Total value ... ... ... ... £7,120

A large amount of work has been carried out on this pro-
perty by a local syndicate. A large zine-lead deposit has
been proved, but the property is ome that requires eapital
to thoroughly develop it. It is the intention to place
it on the market, with a view to raising capital.

Razorback Tin Mine.—The output for 1926 was 4 tons,

valued at £1239. This mine was worked by tributors dur-
ing the early part of the year. Oxidised ore was treated,
but at the latter end of the year attention was paid to the
sulphide zone in the main open-cut. A winze was sun
about 15 feet, and some very fine ore disclosed. A erush-
ing and concentrating mill has been erected on the pro-
verty.
: Tederation Tin Mine.—The Federation Tin Mine, situ-
ated at Heemskirk, was floated on the English market
during the year, and active operations should eventuate
during the coming year. ]

Kozminsl&- Silver-Lead Mine, Dundas.—An option was
lot to the Washington Silver-Lead Mining Company, which
picked up the mouth of the lower tunnel, and opened it to
the face, It then started to extend it to a Jead which
was considered to have payable milling values.
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Machinery and Gfeneral.—Due regard was directed to the
efficient maintenance of ropes, cages, and attendant appli-
ances, and generally were foun& to be reasonably well
cared for.

Ezxplosives.—No complaints were received, and only in
verq_ isolated cases was any defect found in regard to the
quality of the explosives used. In several small mines the
absorption of moisture continued, but in the larger mines

the conditions may be classed as satisfactory. In several
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cases improper handling and keeping of explosives were
encountered in small mines. Attention was drawn to the
advisability of effective storage. No difficulties were experi-
enced in connection with detonators used, and frequent
tests were made of safety fuses in use, no instances of
fanlty fuse _bainﬁ encountered. = No explosive accidents
occurred during the year. The landing of explosives at the
Port of Strahan was supervised as occasion demanded,
and nothing untoward ensued,

REPORT OF THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF MAGAZINES AND EXPLOSIVES.

Hobart, Tth April, 1927,
Sir,

I mave the honour to submit my annual report for the

ar 1926 in connection with the administration of * The

plosives Act, 1915, and “ The Inflammable Liquids
Aect, 1920,

The imports of explosives for the year were:—i

Monobel !, i % 25,750
Ty AN et S AL SRR 280,000
Blasting gelatie 107007 0%, Ll L CATE00
70y NS < ) L e SR a1
POWHBE cc.vee sns; soanontt toe il 0. W01 TR0 NN
No.
Detonators ... ... .. 302,100

A new explosive was brought on to the market which,
after very careful observation, has proved to be satisfac-
tory. The quality of the explosives gemerally was very
satisfactory, but towards the end of the year slight exuda-
tion was noticeable.  Explosive of this character is kept
under close supervision to ascertain deterioration, and to
have it removed from use before it reaches the danger point,
The quality of fuses supplied was satisfactory, as was also
the quality of detonators used.

There were three accidents during the year due to explo-
sives, one injuring two persons, one fatally, and the other
seriously. he occurrence wag due to the use of frozen
explosives, and also to using a tamping stick of too small
diameter éor the hole being charged. A block jammed in the
hole, and in endeavouring to force it clear an explosion
occurred.

The other occurrence was due to a_person opening a drum
of carbide with a naked light in close proximity,

The importation of inflammable liquids continues to
increase, and the question of future storage has had to

be dealt with. One firm has commenced the erection of
bulk storage, and their supplies will be received by over-
sea bulk ships. . Tins will be filled locally, but, as far as
ossible, endeavours will be made to deal with bulk
eliveries. This will be accomplished by tank waggons
and railway waggons, with stations at different centres.

During the year there has been a very marked increase
in the number of ‘‘ howsers '’ installed, these being placed
in almost every part of the State.

Prosecutions,—During the year there were five prosecu-
tions for breaches of the ‘‘ Inflammable Liquid Act,” two
being for storing without licences, two for smoking on regis-
tered premises, and one for permitting a naked light in the
hold of an oil ship.  Convictions were obtained in four
cases, and fines ranging from 8s. to £5 inflicted. TIn the
otlﬁar case there was a dismissal owing to lack of evidence.

evenue.—

£ s 'd

Magazine licences 5}73_) 780 0
Licences to atoreé&a’l) Wty plo ittt
Permitg to sell (298) ... ... ... ... 76510 0
Permits to import (19) ... ... ... 3710 0
Permits to convey (80) ... ... ... ... 15 0 0
Permits to sell fireworks only (49) e 9
Registered premises (390) ... ... 97’10 0
£511 12 6

R yon s T s ATy TR M
£707 10 7

I have, &e.,
J. 0. HUDSON, Chief Inspector of Explosives.

A. McIntosa REeimp, Esq., Director of Mines,

AID TO MINING.—YEAR ENDING 3lsr

During the year operations under ** The Aid to Mining
Act, 1921, have shown a steady decline.

The number of tributing parties working under the pro-
visions of the Act have considerably decreased. At the
end of the term under review five parties were employed,
and of these only one maintained a regular output of ore.

The district of Zeehan, to which the operations of the
Act are confined, formerly embraced an area with a radius
of 5 miles, which was latterly extended to 8 miles. The
extension of the area did not tend to increase prospecting
or mining activities,

Since the commencement of constructional and productive
operations by the Electrolytic Zinc Company at Zeehan, a
steady demand for labour has occurred, and the greater
number of men who, prior to that time, were engaged in
the more or less precarious occupation of mining on their
own account, or working as State tributors, gradually
drifted into the service of those companies offering con-
stant employment,

The decline in the number of tributors employed on the
field had no serious effect on the gradual prosperity of the
district. The town of Zeehan m:ldg the outlying centres are
now in a more prosﬁemus condition than for many years
past, due solel¥ to the operation of capitalised companies.

The outlook for a gradual expansion of the mining indus-
try on a solidly established basis can be hopefully antici-

pated.
J. B. SCOTT, Government Mining Engineer.
5th April, 1927.

The amount received from ore sales was £1863 6s. 8d.,
which was distributed, as follows:—

£.01 8.0

Paid sto- tribatdes i lllinioiarinav adead, forliT B85, ek
Royalty paid to State ... ... ... ... ... EYCLAORNL . O Bt |
6 6

DECEMBER, 1926.

ExreNDITURE,

&7 'adl
Beliry ndWipda' viF iR e te Tl Ty ogge 220 10 0
Assistance to prospectors, under Part I. ... ... 32 10 0
Assistance to prospectors, under Part III. ... 802 12 8
Travelling expenses ... ... ... v wee wer ser o0 g8 9 @6

Loan te the Miner's Dream Gold Mining Com-
paapAl L.emill. Usabodbmedl gl el Shad 00
Aibhy? hateria)id, o e awipd HER oo loieeaisa g aqig 19
RIETIEINNOR 0 " et vsnakibs vobs s ot athd epprade ebs 918 0
OfRoB " SXPORBEE i1l Yo ot il hdairasd vl Lo g 1 06
Miscellaneous expenses ... ... ... ... .o e eer s 314 0
Refunid 6f ropaltiol .. o binliolls i See) srsiiesh 413 6
£1,605 19 11

RECEIPTS.

£ 8-d.
Royalty paid by tributors ... ... ... e s s 137 2 2
BReny 008 oo o i sis. wen dee e et dwe ey e whe 18 1 M
Sale of chemicals ... ... L Sl T T e P | |
Hale: offmaterials . AEL o o a e S bmadas 710 0
Interedt on loans 5.5 ... 55 en e aeec s WEOGTL i 18 4
Refund sefooxponses .. .o« weirey bpdigd oo 3¢ 03 9
Refund of salary ... ... .. T 918 1

Grant from Commonwealth Government under
“ The Precious Metals Prospecting Act, 1926 1,000 0 0

£1254 15 2
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MOUNT CAMERON

Gladstone,
Manager's Office, February 24, 1927,
SIR,

1 BEG to submit my annual report relative to the working
of the race for the year ended the 31st December, 1926.

Race.—It was found necessary to clean and scrub races
to convey water to Higgs' and Kerrison’s claim at a cost of
£29 1s. Portions of the ruce will need to he cleaned and
scrubbed during next summer.

Flumings and Syphons.—The Fly-by-Night syphon has
given trouble, some of the pipes having come apart, and
bands have had to be put round them. The iron fluming
across the Chum Creek is becoming the worse for wear,
and some of the timber on same will have to be replaced
during the current year.

(General,.—The interior of the manager’s residence has
heen painted. Spouting and downpipe attached to Chan-
nel-keeper Keegan's cottage, Neow gate put in race near
No, 2 Government dam. Three new gauge-hoxes (two
large and one small) have been purchased, and are in use.

I have, &ec.,
D. SHIELDS, Manager.

A. MclInrosa Remn, Director of Mines, Hobart.

Revenue.—The revenue for the year amounted to £1615
0s. 3d., an increase of £522 3s. 5d. on the previous year.

Erpenditure.—The expenditure amounted to £814 (s. 7d.,
being a decrease of £193 16s. 4d on that of the previous
year.

Statistics,—The statistics for the year are as follow:—

Average number of claims supplied per
) R e T ool il e i 13
Greatest number supplied in any one week 17
Total number of sluiceheads supplied—
Under royalty scale ... ... ... .. .. ... 1,368
Under fixed or cash secale ... ... ... ... ... 959 11/12

¥ 3] S s R g T P 2,327 11/12

Tin ore raised—
Under fixed scale—38 tong 10 cwt.
Under royalty scale—17 tons 11 ewt, 1 qr. 16 1b.
Total—56 tons 1 cwt. 1 qr. 16 1b.
Average number of men employed, per week, 24.

WATER-RACE :
ENDED 3lsr DECEMBER,

REPORT FOR THE YEAR

1924,
Receipts.—
£ 8 'd.
Water sold under fixed scale ... ... ... ... ... 808 9 10
Water sold under royalty scale ... ... ... ... 791 7 10
Water sold for domestic and sanitary pur-

OBEE 1. Avat o bUiS. Lo ragmal odaraligioosl 20 Weg 10 0 O
Bale of oldamaterialle.. i <ropstl csonmatsss 8.0.0
Surplus unaccounted for ... ... ... ... .. (3 - S s

£1,615 0 3

Exzpenditure.—
£ .6d.
Balaries and wages .. el b e s 716 16 10
Travelling expenses ... ... ... .cv v wie aus 16 15 0
Gauge’ bogeg AB) 7. Bivs s bisr coaniasting 26 9 6
Insuramcetearkioo ity b alnesiosals sal & 6 124
Riding saddle and bridle ... ... ... ... ... ... 610 0
Painting and repairs to cottages ... ... ... 510 0
Tar fortevphong it S hemmmioam i 311 0
Stationaly®Losiilils Sxn L na Jhsaosbel s 519 9
Ropaim t0 wae’ . Mo uwns ol adeel.d 14 11 4
Beronmd s i, um wonhal b Lo dldasdis 1448 10
MincellWnOBUB 130 ... soitiine Riey e iy, sailai 918 8
£814 0 7

Paid to the public debt sinking fupd for the year ended
30th June, 1926 (including moiety of rents of mineral
lands served by the race, €3 15s.) ... ... £270 1s. 10d.

! Rainfall. -—~The registered rainfall for the year was as fol-
ows . — .

In. Pta,
Great Mussel Roe intake ... ... ... ... 26 51
Little Mussel Roe intake ... ... ... ... 26 12

The manager’s report for the working of the race for
the year is attached.

Mount Cameron Water-race.—The control of the Mount
Cameron Water-race has been vested in a board since it
was purchased from the Mount Cameron Hydraulic Tin-
mining Company in 1887. By an Act of Parliament
which received the Royal Assent on the 29th November,
1926, the board was abolished, and the management and
control of the race vested in the Minister.

NOTES ON REPORT BY C. HOWARD ON THE COUNTRY BETWEEN
LOW ROCKY POINT AND FITZGERALD.

Mr. Howard accompanied Mr. P, B. Nye, Government
Geologist, as field assistant, on an expedition to the
country in the neighbourhood of Low Rocky Point, West
(loast. The other members of the party travelled by boat.
Howard, on the return journey, travelled overland alone.
The report of his trip, infer alia, is as follows:—

No doubt prospecting has been performed in this district
at long intervals, especially along the coast line, but infor-
mation is very meagre with respect to the country between
the nearest settlement (Fitzgerald) and Low Rocky. That
fact wag the cause of my decision to explore the interven-
ing country. ) ;

The first day out I reached Little Rocky River, which
leads from a southern spur of Lawson Range called Review
Hill. Next day, after a first effort failure, I reached the
summit of Lawson Range, which is extensive, and 6 on its
eastern slope, precipitons. The following day I walked
in the direction of Counsel or Prospecting Range in expecta-
tion of finding Hales’ Crossing of Hardwood River, but
later realised that 1 would have to follow the range south-
ward in order to find any easy descent, not into the Hard-
wood, but into Giblin River Valley. Giblin River is
fringed with an almost impenetrable tangle of tea-tree and
bauera, and its flood-plain is very hoggy, wide, and long.

Having arrived at the foothills of a helt of broken coun-
try, between Counsel and Lawson Ranges, I saw the pegged
line of Moore's track. It appeared to me that Moore had
skirted the flat country and had crossed the headwaters of
Giblin River at much easier points, T continued my jour-
ney through the broken country in a northerly direction,
and late in the day reached the hills overlooking Hard-
wood Valley, with its barren broken spars of schist on one
side and its wooded ridges on the other. 1 had come out
near View Hill, which I could have reached in a much
easier way by going around the northern bend of Lawson
Range. I was pleased to find the pegged line of Hales’
track on the floor of Hardwood Valley, which I followed
southward until T lost sight of them,

Continuing my southward journey towards a sharp bend
in the river I found the old crossing of Jones and Hales.
At this point the Hardwood River is 60 feet wide, deep,
slow-flowing, and its plain is subject to floods. Middle
Ground plain is a large tract of open button-grass country
lying between Hardwood and Davey Rivers. Davey River,
at the point of crossing, is fringed with Huon pine, which,
T venture to say, will be found in extensive forests near the
headwaters. Next day I left the eastern bank of the river,
and crossed several minor tributaries before reaching
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Doherty’s Ground. Keeping Cinder Hill to the south, I
crossed two large tributaries of Davey River, which are 30
to 40 feet wide and fast-flowing. I then followed the
long spur leading to Jones' Pass 1800 feet above sea-level.
As the pass appeared to be thickly clothed with scrub, I
first attempted to find a way along the steep slopes of Mount
Giblin, but finding it too rough I returned to the pass, and
after some time came to a blazed trail leading towards
Huon Plains,  This I followed some distance, then con-
tinuing on the northern side of Mount Giblin, and noticing
Scott Peak directly in front decided to camp. (Before
proceeding with this account I should like to state that
an isolated hill, 1} miles long and 600 feet high, guards
the mouth of Jones’ Pass ks this is a prominent land-
mark I-named it Sentinel Hill, The serub through the
pass contains a large proportion of pine.) I followed a
spur off Frankland Range to Huon Plains, passing several
small lakes on the way, and ultimately reached the track
leading from Port Davey to the South Gordon track, about
8 miles away.

Observations made on the overland trip lead me to believe
that the possibilities of finding mineral deposits of com-
mercial value are decidedly good.

To open this country well-designed tracks are first essen-
tials, but not for the ecarriage of provisions to the far
western areas, because the cost is prohibitive. The sea-
route is the only economical way at present to those parts,

As regards the geological formations of the country
traversed, the following remarks are submitted:—

Over Little Rocky River crossing is a 20-chain wide belt
of granite (probably of Ordovician porphyroid series), suc-
ceeded by slates, quartzite slates, and schists. Lawson
range is composed of quartzite and coarse conglomerate
from Giblin Valley, which is occunied by schists, quartzite,
stained red, and continues to Hardwood Valley; an erosion
channel is fossiliferous limestone. The country hetween
Hardwood Valley and Frankland Range is composed of
schists, quartz, and mica varieties. COrossing Doherty’s
Ground is a hand of slate, succeeded by a high ridge of
sandstone veined with quartz. The spur leading to Jones’
Pass is guartzite which continues to the southern fall of
Mount Wedge. Here occur conglomerate, sandstone, purple
schists, limestone, and a black undermined rock. It is
not hasalt. Tt would not surprise me if this was a par-
ticular mineral belt similar to Adamsfield. The country
is worthy of careful attention. .

Taking for granted that tracks are _ﬁmng to be put down
and will be used in future, I would like to suggest a track
that would enable prospecting to be carried out properly
in the tract of country first mentioned. The Tyenna
track to the South Gordon and Davey junction could be
utilised, and the Davey track to a point_ opposite South
Peak. Part of this track is in a very bad state and part
of it is very good. The question of a proper crossing at
the Huon would have to be gone into. Horses, if properly
handled, are good swimmers, and a wire rope and cage
would suffice for men and stores. Timber is plentiful in
this locality. A good hut could he erected for a small
amount, and would indeed he welcome.

- . -

Turning off into Hales’ exploration survey, the new
track to be continued to View Hill, west of the Frankland
Range. In this stretch the scrub leading through Jones’'
Pass is bad, but the slope is good. The highest point would
he 1800 feet. Dropping down on its western side the
slopes are fairly steep, but by continuing along the top
of the spur the going would not be bad. Continuing
along the first branch of Davey the grade is good. This
hranch would not be difficult to cross at the worst of
times; these branches rise rapidly and fall likewise. Con-
tinuing, the track would cross Doherty’s Ground, and then
a_second tributary of the Davey. The track crosses a
high button-grass ridge, but by keeping towards its southern
end a good grade could be got. Going down its western
side the track crosses a small creek, and a little further
on the Davey River. Provision for crossing this river
would also have to be made, and as there is fine timber
here a hut could be built. The track crosses the middle

round, which is fairly flat, and crosses the Hardwood

iver.  The banks of this river are about six to eight feet
hizh, but not difficult for horses, The track would then
cross the Hardwood Valley to foot of broken country, and
continved north hugging these spurs crossing four branches
of the Hardwood (which are not difficult), and would come
on to the saddle hetween the head of the Olga and Hard-
wood. This main track could be taken right to Moore's
Ianding on the Gordon River which appeared to be from
View Hill a continuous vallex. This track would tap a
large scope of eountry all the way. but there still remains
the conntry further west., View Hill must be the junction
of a track leading to it. T would suggest that the sum-
mit be followed along Jones' track bearing a distance of
seven or eight miles through buttongrass broken country,
hut not difficult, to Frederick Hill, Crossing over this
down on to a branch of the Mainwaring River, lying in
hetween Frederick Hill and Moore’s Look-out and the
southern end of Lyons’ Rance. Following the southern
bank of this tributary 2% miles, the track would come in
contaét with Moore's survey. Following this the track
would eross the headwaters of the Mainwaring River, Easy
crossing can bhe got, and the country is very open and
not diffieult.

Continuing along this survey of Moore’s to the head-
waters of the Wanderer River the country is more difficult
but not bad. My knowledge of the country north ends
here, but from a height does not look bad right through
to Birch's Inlet. This wonld give prospectors a chance
to prospect a large tract of country in this locality. Until
tracks are put into these inaccessible parts they must
remain unknown. The track that I have tried to sketch
out is practically the result of the efforts of four men's
work—Marsden, Hales, Jonesz, and Moore.

Money has heen spent on Marsden’s track, which was for
racking. The others appears to be only surveys, but I
1ave nsed them in outlining a main track and branch that
would, when completed, open up a tremendous scope of
country for prospecting. And one important find would
repay the cost.

. JOIN ValL,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER. TASMANIA.




