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REPORTS or INSPECTORS OF MI NES. 

Air . INSl'ECTOR CUitTATN (Launceston) reports:-
I . have the hon(;mr to .submit the �f�?�~�o�w�i�n�~� report 011 �t�h�~� 

vunous works of IDspectlOn and admimstratlon of the vari­
ous Ac:ts for the year ended 31st December 1926. 

'1'he �:�~�t�t�a�c�h�e�d� tabulated statement and r'epol't deals with 
the accidents t hat ha.ve taken place during the pust yeul' 
a.nd the general conditions prevailing in collnection with 
the nunes and works on the eastern and north-eastern 
divisif:?lls of the State for the same term. 

Acctdents.- Fifteen accidents were registered. Of these 
three were fatal. Of the latter two men loet their lives 
at the Briseis :\i ine, �D�e�r�b�~�~�,� under most distressing eircllm­
stnnces, the occwTence bemg attributable to 1\ slip of spoil 
from t.he base of the tailing-dump. This in addition to 
carrying awa.y the suction or vital part �~�f� the drninage 
column, also caught the men within its folds in their 
end.eavour to escape, so that. des.pite the best efforts of 
their comrades and the mine staff, t he fust-accumulating 
wa.ter rOse and drowned both. The other was equa.lly 
r,egrett.able, by wh Jch fl. capable and esteemed man lost his 
hfe at the Mine."s Dream Mine, Mathinna. Tho debils 
ns supplied by his mate, who was with him, were to �t�h�~� 
effect �~�h�a�t� at the conclusion of their shif t , and prior to 
ascending t he sha.ft on a bucket they failed to observe 
or notice the absence or want �~�f� th"'e guiding-frame or 
If �g�a �m�b�a�.�r�~ �,�"� .used to steady the bucket overhend. and 
only reahsed. Its absence while on their journey- imme­
diately fonowing this discovery-by hearing its J'ustle and 
desee.nt down the shaft. I t struck both of t hem, but , 
mel'ClfulIy f, only one fa.tally. In a measure tIle accident was 
b"ought abOut by their want of forethought in failing to 
make themselves sure of t he safety of their surroundings 
I'cfl?re commencing the ascent of the shaft. All the other 
nccldents were of a. minor or trivial char acter and e.ach 
in j ured mnn made u. speedy recovery and �r �e�t�u�r�n �~ �d� to work. 

Health of 1I1incrs.-Apart from local visitations prin­
cipally influenza, the gener:ti health of the men co'mpares 
fnvourabl.v with that of others engaged in mallllnl labour 
t hroughout the State. 

'Ventilation.- 'Ihi s most necessary factor in both the coal 
nnd . metal mines has been attended to and reasonably 
prOVIded for. Instances hHve however arisen tlHl.t whne 
awaiting a.ir-course �c�o�n�n�e�c�t �i�o�~ �s� t he all' has been found 
(I sluggish," but reasonable endeavours wel'e 'always under 
WILy to overcome such defects and restore to normal con­
ditions. 

Z?lut.-:-The mining C?mpanie'i usinJZ rock-drills provide 
retICula.tlOn water �s�e�r�v�l�( �:�~ �e�s �,� and reasonably ('om pi\" with 
the requirements of the Act. �~� 

Chanoino-Houses.- 'Vhere called upon, the metnl-mininJ!; 
�o�o�m�t�>�a�n�~�e�s� provide �~�h�e�s�e� ncocssuJ'Y requirements, hilt so far 
t he ('oqlery compalli es have failed to do so, their mauagers 
advl1llClDg a reason thllt t he men will not use them. This. 
however, is anticipatory of results t hat are not lik ely to 
fo ll ow. as, with the completion of t he buildinWi tha.t' nre 
�s�t�j �l�~� slowly under way, nnd pro'fer equipment, more than 
ordlllary and serviceable use wil be ma.de of them. 

Ropp.s and Cages.-Ench have received periodic attention. 
:'lIl d during the term both hauling ropes on the Golden Gate 
Mine, at Ma.thinn:., were rcplaced with others of a stronger 
and more suitable kind. 

Magazines, Fuse, Detonators and �E�x�p�l �o�s �i�1�i�e �.�~�. �- �A�l�l� hnv(' 
received attention, and, where necessary, especia,1ly regard­
in,a: the firstmentioned, the attention of mIne-owners and 
others have been drawn to t he necessity of keepinp; them 
clean, and the surroundings free from s(:,ruh and other 
menaces of fire danger. 

Tnflamnwble Liquids.-The principal bulk stores :\nd 
�d �~�p�o�t�s �,� both in. town and country centres, reasonably comply 
WIth t he reqUlrements of the Act. in nddition to which 
large U bowser" tank containers are being install ed 
with satisfactory results to the sell er and consumer. 

Geneml.-The prospects for the. ensuing �~�e�a �r� may be 
regarded as most �e �n �c�o �u�r �a�g�i�n�g�~� principally With regard to 
tin, for the production of whien large areas of ground have 
been applied for between Ringarooma, the Tiers, Gladstone, 
Scnmander, Avoca, nnd Ben Lomond. When thesc prospects 
are developed an increase in the output may be expected 
hecause the older and better esta.blished properties may �h�~� 
expected to supply their respective quotas. 'l'he latte; :ll'e 
�i�n�d�i�v �i �d�u�a�l�l�~ �'� dealt with, as follows:-

)lINING. 

Gold. 
The output is still diminishing, and in the once 

notable. fields of Beaconsfield, Lefroy, B ack Creek, Golconda, 
and Li sle, beyond offering probabilities regarding their 
future, no progress has been made during the period under 
review. From residues coucentrated in and around the 
battery site of the Tasmanian Mine, "Beaconsfield, 130 ounces 
of gold was recovered. 

A.tberlon- Hannah's Syndicate (late Ringarooma United)­
Work has OOe.u confined to the lop or shallower adits

b 
where 

short " makes}) of stone have been met, and a attery 
test of 58 tons of the latter yielded 60 ouncea of smelted 
gold. 

Mount Victoria. Gold Minin" Colllpany.- This property 
bas been acquired by Mr. J. C. Matthews, who, wit h two 
assistants, has done serviceable prospecting work both on 
the surface and underground. 

" 'nllace and party are farther a.field towards the head 
waters of the Dorset Rivulet, whe.re, in addition to t unnel­
ling, they have sunk two 15 eet shafts on 20 inches of gold­
bearing stone, which they expect will improve in depth. 
With this objective they purpose extending their present 
workings to 65 feet. 

Alluvia1.-Fowler's party, by a deep 8-chain tail-r ace, 
have opened a. 15 feet face of wash at the junction of the 
Ringarooms. and Forrest King Creeks in expectation of 
locating a lead or gutter which, by shaft-sinking, they are 
stilI trying to locate . 

Mathinna-Golden Gate Consolidated.-The mine having 
been un watered to 1700 fect, prospecting was continued 
between that level and the upper levels with encouraging 
results. 'fhis chiefly refers to a side "make" of stone 
found parallel and close to the old stopes betwecn 10 and 
11 levels that was missed by the former owners. A wi nze 
was sunk 60 �f�e�e�t�~� and drives t hm-efrom 140 feet on stone 
up to 5 feet in WIdth containing gold at rate of 2 ounces to 
the ton by battery returns. In addition to this another 
winze has been sunk 40 feet ft 'om the flo or of the 1500 feet 
level, and nn intermediate has been opened on stone con­
taining by assay from 3 to 20 dwts. of gold to the ton, 
while from No.9 level satisfactory progress has been made. 
Tho mine, 011 the whole, shows improvement, and a con­
tinuance of good results may be looked forward to during 
the coming year. During the term 1584 tons of stone wae 
crushed nt the battery for a return of 1481 ounces of �~ �m�e �l�t�e�d� 
gold. 

Miner's Dream.-Accompanied by many difficulti es and 
consequent delays, the main cross-cut from the 2M feet 
level was put out in a, northerly direction to 300 fe.et this 
being beyond the point where it was expected the reef on 
the dip or underla.y would be cut, operations in thi,g direc­
tion W(l l'e suspended. Since then a winze has been sunk 
on Lhe stone left in the floor of the p ... �o�s�p�e�c�t �i�n �~� shaft, :u,d 
from the information thereby obtained regardIng the dip 
of tho walls, it is believed that the reef will be found 
".ear t he present d.eeper workings, towards which explora­
tIOn further work IS contemplated. A 10-head battery in 
conju!l ction with othel' pla.nt, haa been erected, and a 
crushmg of stone, the tonnage not being supplied, returned. 
20 onnces of smelted gold. 

Old Boys', 01' II Brock's Show."-Constant work has been 
cftrl'ied out, and wh ile �~�m�a �l�l� makes of stone have been 
met nothing of real value has, 80 far. been discovered. 

M athinna Prospecting Syndicate.-Following results from 
surface �~�r �~ �n�(�'�h�i�n�g� on the sides and top of Eldorado Hill, 
prospectlllg shaft was sunk 60 feet and an ndit driven 
�~�3�0� feet. 'rhe results were not satisfactory. The area 
." worthy of �f�~�1�r�t�h�e�r� attention, as rich patches of stone 
have heen obtaHled from shnllow �d�~�p�t�h�s� in the vicinity. 

Prospecting.-Gold hu\'i ng a more direct incentive for 
wnmlerers, several small parties, including those assisted 
hy State under the sustenance allowance section of " The 
:tid Lo Mining �A�c�~�,� 1921," have paid this and the neighhour­
!ng fields attentIOn, but, to d!lte, no discovery of Any 
lInpol'tnnce has been reported. 

Tin. 
�N�O�T�J�~�. �- �A�J�I� weights are metalli c. 
Tlu'oughout this extensive division tin is still the 

most important product, nnd tin-or'e mining provides 
�e�m�~�l�o�y�m�e�n�~� for a nll"?ber of small co-operative parties. 
TheIr combllled �l�?�r�O�?�u�c�t�l�o�l�~� adds substantially to the general 
output of t he prlllCipal mmes, but their individual progress 
Heed. IIOt ne.eessarily be dealt with or described. 

Rtrtgar0t?ma and �~�r�a�n �:�.�c �h�o�l�m�' �7�A�r �b�a� Tin-mining Com­
pany.- Chlefly by tnbute parties working the tailing 
dumps, 28 tons have been recovered which has permitted 
the �p�a�y�i�~�'�p�'�:� of a second dividend. 

Ruby . .Flat Tin-mining C',?lIlpany and Royal Gordon are 
propertles now held by the ,Messrs. Walsh Bros., who com­
mand "The Nugget It-ace" water-supply, a.nd with i ts use 
work both mines concurrently. 

�O�r�~�u �z� Tin-mining Company, adjoining the Arba, is 
workIng n. 20 feet face on the oastern wall of the II Easement 
SeGtioll," from which a return of 9 tons has been obtained 
"De1'bl/- Briseis rl'in and General Mining Company . ....:. 

�E�~�e�e�l�?�t�l�O�n�n�.�l�~�y� heavy work has been performed a.t this mine, 
�p�r�~�n�c�l�J�.�>�a�l�I�y� 10 the removal of the massive basalt overburden 
whIch IS a. necessary preliminary operation to an attack upon 
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~he un~erlyiog alluvia.] d,:posits. A plentiful supply of water 
~ a.vallab1e, but the tailings, which are dumped into the 
nve.r,. IW\'6 become a block and hinul'nnee, and ("au not he 
permItted further to accumula.te until the winter rains set 
In and wash them away- a difficulty that is obviolls to the 
managemeJl~, who must await, nnd be guided by, circulU­
sta.nces. In other respects tbe PJ'ospects are favoura.ble 
and during the term ni! tons of tin orc IHl ~ heen Jlro~ 
dm.'ed. 

.Lone Brother Tin-mining Company, situated about two 
mIles further do~\· n. th~ river, is opening a decl? 30 feet 
to 50 feet face, simllar III appearance to the Brisals Drafts 
which, according to face prospects, should prove pl\ynbl~ 
n t present market rates. 

Cascade River and Main Crcek operations orovide employ-
ment for a number of small parties. These cull for no 
special mention in the report. 

!1l'oo,haw'! Creek.-Pioneer 'l'in-mining Compllny.-~"'roll1 
t hIS well-known propertv 76 tons of tin ore has been pro­
duced during the term.-

Wynijord Rillt1·.-On the opposite bank of the river the 
Waugh and Rajnh Mines are working under similar con­
ditions and the output of each is noteworthy. 

Sou.th Mount Cameron.-Eastern Leads 'Iin-mininQ; Com­
pany have started recently the electrically-driven plaut 
bought from the Leona Mme, at Avoca, to work shanow 
ground on the roadside. So for no returns h ave been 
furnished . 

Endurance Tin-mining Oompany, workinlt back and paral­
lel with wha.t was termed" the lead," has obtained satis­
factory rturns with no apparent diminution in the grade 
of material in the present face, from which 85 tons of ore 
was produQed durlDg the term. The company is also 
assembling an up-to-date 250 h.p. crude oil plant to work 
the river flats o~posite the post-office. 

New Cli fton THl-mining Company.- Here a lso a crude oil 
plant is being insta]]ed to work the flat grounds south of 
t he old workin~. These have been closely bored and are 
reported as bemg payable. 

Glad3tone .-CompeiU' Tin-mining Company.-Sluicing by 
noz7.le and gravitation coutinues on the Star Hill and ter­
races with results stated. to be payable. 

Garfield n,nd Arcadia Tin-mining Compnnies.-Large a.reas 
have been taken up bv both of these proprietors, but being 
in the early stage of aevelopmeu~~neither has yet furnished 
filly returns. 1."he former 'IS installing a 120 h.p. pumping 
plant in order to provide a. constant supply of water under 
pressure to work the drifts now open on the property, wbich. 
by this means and gr avita.tion, should be productive of 
good results. 

Fly-by-Night Creek (Ground formerly worked: by Messrs . 
Whittaker and Daws).-Mr. Edwin Pett has acguired 
this and neighbouring land on behalf of a. local syndicate, 
Imd. in addition to the water obtained from the Mount 
Cameron Wa.ter-race, is installing a crude oil plant in order 
to get more pressure. The lode and alluvial grounds show 
'fn.vourable proepec~. 

Monarch Tin-mining Company.-Operations have recently 
been r~sumed on this property, and the manager is at pre­
Kent nssembling a plant further afield .... where the prospects 
show improvement. 

MQori1ta. - Moorina Tin-mining Company, formerly 'Veld­
Echo.-With a. serviceable water-llupply, work has been 
resumed, ond the eompany hns produced 18i tons of t in. 

Weldborough. - Weldborough Tin-mining Company.-1'his 
is the principal mine in this centre, and from the rivel' 
flat 7l tons of tin has been won. Other mines in the dis­
trict are the Laffer and small prospects, all of which have 
pontributed to the output. 

Lottah..-Mount Michael Tin-mining Company is working 
n. soft granitic body to a depth of 20 feet and a. chain in 
width , estimated to contain 0'5 per cent. tin. From thl" 
hody over £10,(X)() worth of tin ore has already heen 
extracted. 

New Blue Tier or Old Anchor 'fin-mining Company.­
'York with a. 100head bnttery blls intermittently coutinued, 
but at present all labour is confined to the alluvial deposits 
below the battery site, which are regarded as payable. 

GQ,lum.-A. large area of ground has been taken up in this 
locality by Messrs. Lascelles and party, who are si nking 
shallow· shafts in order t-O test the property. 

St. Helen,.-Argonaut Tin-mininR: Company, on account 
of its efficient water service, h as worked extensive areas of 
shallow ground, from which 10 tons of tin has been obtained. 

George's Bay Tin-mining Company's ground is 80mewhnt 
similar to t he lastmentioned, and hns produced 8t tons of 
tin. 

Constable's Creek Company, situated 5 miles south 
tOW[II-ds the Scamander River!, p<J8Sesses a fairly largo 
area of ground. With an adequate sup ply of water 
it could be treated a.t a. profit, Or if let in miner's right 
blocks would find employment for a number of small 
parties of workmen. Owin$!: to the low rainfa]] of the rij~­
tl'ict oonservation in <lams would ..not be sufficient, and 
the only way to surmount the difficulty would , if warranted, 

00 to bring a supply into the fieJd, either by pumping or 
by gravitation from t.he Scamahder River, eithe!' of which 
would prove expensive. 

Sca'UULllder .-Pyramid Tin-mining Company.-Messrs. 
Aulick and party have taken up this once notable property, 
and are erecting a. 5-helld ba.tte!'y in order to crush the 
rich surface stone which might lend to more important 
bodies of stone. 

.11'oca.- Sull·ey's C!'eek Synd icnte.-'l'his we Ll-esta,bli shod 
rompany has sunk to n depth of 200 feet on the underlie. 
'fhe lodes exposed in length 1200 feet pl'esent onc 
of thQ best examples of its type in the Oommonwealth. 'rhc 
ore cOUBist of wolfrum and tin oxide in a quartz matrix, 
which shows no indication of thinning. It JUay be relied 
upon as ODe of the Sta.te's chief producers for some time to 
come. During the year 56 tons of tin ore and 83 tons of 
wolfram have been obtained from this source. 

Aberfoyle Prospecting Syndicate is situated in the neigh­
oourhood of the lastmentioned mine. the lodes bearing 
mal!;¥ features of resemblance. The company is sinking 
a 1W-feet shaft vertically in order to test more tho roughly 
the known lodes. 

Wolfram. 
Stol'e~"s Creek Syndicate, ill addition to its tin output, 

has olso produl'e<l 88 rons in wolfra.m. 

COAl. MINES . 

Our coni mines ha\'e maintained their relative out.~ut, 
bu t the cOUBumption if!, not sufficient to keep the prinCIpal 
mines fully occupied, which is regretta.ble, as the avera~e 
working-days do not exceed nine a fortnight. This IS 
both detrimental to the owners and workmen, but more 
especially to the la.tter, who, while being credited with 
receiving big money, do not, in the circumstances. average 
ordinary wage8. 

Mount Nicholas Colliery.-Wol'k is chiefly confined to 
what i!I termed the " new" pit and t.he 4-feet seam over 
the old No.1 workings, from which 28,735 tons was exca­
vated. 

Cornwall ColHery.- Work in three divisions of the main 
pit continues and 4.6,344 tons of coal has been produced . 

Jubilee Coliiery.-Extensive areas have been opened , and 
14,403 tons of coal has been produced . 

York Plains ColJiery.-~rhe wal produced from this seam 
is of a smokeless variety, used chiefly fo r malting and hop 
kilns. for which purposes 746 ton .. was mined during the 
year. 

Finga.l and Avocn.--8IU1l11 qUlIntiLies, not _exoeeding 10 
tons in all, have been mined by Messrs. Willia.ms llnd 
Ruben:1('h in t.hese localities. 

:\{r. l~SI'ECTOR ' ''AUUJ.:AU (Burnie) reports;-
I ll.\v~~ t he- honour to submit my annual report for the 

ye.u 1926, in ponnection with the work of lnspoct,ion and 
administration of the yarious Acts delegated to Jihls office, 
and II l'eSllme of the work carried out in the district. 

The :J,Verage number of persons engaged in my district 
was 1112, ugu,ulst 1042 in H)9-5. More men have been ouf., 
prospecting durinJl the yeaI' u.nder review thlln in any other 
torm since T hnv(> llC'cn fin inspector, but, as far as J know, 
nothing of any commercial importance has been di scovered . 

.lccidelll.~.-A tabulated list containing an account of the 
various :lccjdent~ requirin{Z; to be registered in compliance 
with 'ection 26 of " The Mines and 'Vorks Regulation Act, 
1915," has be.en furnished to the Ch ief Inspector of Minel!. 

Eigbteen a('('ic1ents wC'l'e I'egistered during the yeaI'. 
P;ight of these o('('urred 011 th~ surface and 10 underground . 
One per90n was kille<l by a premature e.."{plosion under­
.\(round :l l1d one vpry seriously injured in a quarry by t il(' 
undercarriage of a side tip-truck falling acl'oss his bad" 
breakine; the spine in two places. Three men had their 
lep:s broken and two lost tops of fingers . 

Of those injured all have returned to work with tbe­
exooption of the mun whose back wns hurt. An operation 
WflS perfoJ'med Oil him, the doctol' stnting that his recovery 
wOHl d I~ slo,,·, but he had every hope that he would be 
on his feet. again by the end of 12 months. The mnn had 
no fet'lin/! from the middle of the body downwards. H e can 
IIOW liit lip and 00 wlweled about in an invalid ca.rria.ge. 

III ronneetioll with thC' premature e.xplosion, it wns found 
after the o,('('ident. that the company had been in the hnbi t 
of givin~ the gelignite to the men, requesting them to pick 
it over :1I1d ~etnrn any defective (frozen) plugs to the 
store to be thawed. On this occasion ,the men had two 
packets givC'n to tllf'm, a considerable amount of it being 
frozen. 'rhe man'~ mate stated that none of this materia l 
was being used j that in chargin~ :1 hole he bad got a plug 
stuck, and, in trying: to free lt, an explosion occurred 
which killed the man instantly. His mate suffered from 
shock find l'l '! Ii ght ('lit on the head from It flying piece of 



either b>, !>umring. or 
l.iver, elther 0 whIch 

Company.-Messrs. 
once notable property, 
m order to crush the 
j to more important 

- This wel1~ta,bli8hed 
I feet on the underlie. 
!OO feet present oue 
e Oommonwealth. The 
e in a. quartm matrix , 
19. It may be relied 
ucers for some t ime to 
tin ore and 83 tons of 
his source. 
situated in the neigh­

!le the lodes bearing 
18' company is s inking 
o test more thoroughly 

tion to its t in output, 
l. 

their relative outl;.ut, 
t to keep the princIpa.1 
ettable, as the averagre 
n fortnight. This]8 
ld workmen, but more 
Ie being credited with 

circumstanoes. average 

is chiefly confined to 
ld the 4:feet senom over 
:J. 28,735 tons WIlS excll-

e divisions of the main 
~oa L has boon produced. 
I have been opened, and 
lOOO. 
)roduoed from this seam 
fly for malting and hop 

\Vas mined during the 

tities not exceeding 10 
• M~rs, Willi:tlJl.s and 

e) reports:-
y annual report for the 

work of inspection and 
: delegated to .:tihis office, 
out in tho district, 
engaged in my district 

\iore men have been out 
review than in. any other 
r, but, as far a~ J know , 
moo has boon dI scovered, 
.a ining an ~ccount o! the 
registered In comphance 
d Works ltegulation Act, 
J hief Inspector of Mine'" 
tered during the year, 
face and 10 underground , 
mature explosion under­
jured in a quarry by tllf' 
· falEng across his bac~ , 
:;, Three men had thclr 
fingers. 
rned to work with thE' 
· was hurt, An operation 
stating that his recovery 

· hope that he would be 
.2 months. The man had 
body downwards, He call 

t in an invaljd carriage. 
'e explosion, it was found 
Illy had ~een in the hn?it 
I, requestmg t hem to pIck 
1e (frozen) plugs to the 
lcasion the mell had two 
rable amount of it being 
ihat none of this materia·' 

:\ hole he had got a plug 
t, an explosion occurred 

His ma.te suffered from 
.nd from a flying piece of 

(No.4.) 

23 
the tampillg-bt.ick. The col'oner 's ,ury hrougbt in a verdict about the works wns in· IriowJ. }4:!very reasonable assist.. 
I( t,hat he met his death accidentally nnd not othenVlse," :1ll00 was given and \IlU h patience shown so as not to 
'rhey ma~e a strong recommendation , which I strong]:r interfere in I\UY lInfnir lanner with getting the concern 
endorsed In my report, that the Oil WI be on the employer to be u, pUYIl,ble propositio , but tho way this person ignored 
to have all explosives given to the miners in good (:ondition j the various Acts und r gulations tbereundel' wa~ If the 
also, thnt the size of plugs be as large as eongistent with limit." Rather than go law Onl oneoecasion (which usually 
the size of the boles being bored, r felt \\·0 might be Hble gets one nowhere) , the ief Inspector WllS asked to (:ontl:: 
to protect others. jf we could get a genertl.i rule coveriuj;!; along tl.ud see w!tat he e III do, After n lot of ullplctl.!mnt 
the matter j so I worked at the coroner's iuquiry to get a discussion the mllnage n n t agreed to do as prev iollslr 
I'ecommendation on the above lines, 1'he General RulCfi, requested in this comie tion, 
a!! at present, nmke it that n miner should not. onl,v be One lIlali at 1.atl'ohe r" sufferillg fl'om phthis ifl - nn old 
able to know what is safe to use, but be a.ble to thll,w any West-Donstel' who Im~ een at thi!<i end for some time, 
frozen t:Jx p)osivcs, 'l'hil'i is right. 011 small mines away jn He is having u ver.v ba time, Two others, whom I have 
the bush, but jlJ mines like the une where the accident known for some years, II< e passed tl.way, suffering from the 
occurred it is unreasonable, to m .... mind. to H~k men , par- ... ume complaint, during tho year, 
ticulurly eontraotors, to pick over cxplosive3 at theil' wnrk- 8.rllwsi1:f's 1.01(1 jja(}a inf's,---Oonsidel"llblo attention has 
1Il~ plnecs. After very careful L-onsideration an d inqlli;'.'· bt'en given to the safc l1f-lndling and r"torage of explosives, 
r feel sure the man was charging holes with purtly frozcn tht-Ianding of explosivef from tho mainland being suptlr-
uxplosives, and if only good gelignit{' had been iss lled the vised as the o('ca'iif'1I demanded. 
man would not have been kiJled. Only n small quantity of sodiullI-nitratc gelignite necded 

In connection with the mnn who ha.d hi s b:lck broke n, he, de'ltrnying, On olle mine thl' magazine. which WII8 tlndm·-
with three others, was tipping n big s ide tip-truck ('011- v,rotlnd

l 
l}Ce'Hme unsalisfactor~', lind , on II request being 

taining !loft, sticky c1n~·. He was Ie'a ning over jj spr-a~- made 0 1' another, tlte, gcnera!, munager mil,ed that tht' 
~tick lo heJp I{eep the t l"llck from goinu; too fal' o\·eJ" . eompl.lny be ullo\\"~d to .I~I "t use It ,to keep <I weekly supply 
Ris mntes cu lled out to him to let ~o, hut, lwfore he ('ould thl'l·el li for t he t.lme bClllg, drawmg the supplies from n 
do so, he waH thrown over the top of the tl· ll ck ontn tlH' lIell main lIl:w;uzitlc fit another Illine a few milo!! mray 
p;reund below' the tip. 'I'h ... hood "tuck in the hank of till' "lid th~\t , a:;':),()OIl.:lS til(' (!(,/,tl'ical ('l}ITent was brought i~ 
tip fl S it wellt over, but the undeH'llrriage (·ontinued and lh~ II1l n e alii! IIlstallcd, a llu,gaZJne, which ('Ou1d bll 
fell ncroio:s hi s back. It wa.!:' foll~' to le:!. 11 over the stick SUitably Wlll'lIl('1.1 so as to keep tile temperature therein. 
to try to hold a t ruck l.'O llta ining ,"> nch sticky matCl' ial. sa~isfa~tory, would he ere~'t('d, 1'his wa ~ agreed to. Thill 

Two men wCI'e hud, th l'oug lt falls of earth in shallow mille' IS. nbove the .!'now-hlle, ~nd thel·e hus nlwuYIi been 
open cu ts not over 7 feet hif!h. In both instances the some .dlffic'l1lty durmg t he wInter months with fror.en 
men stated that t hey had b{'('11 np on the top of the bank explMlveb, 
a. little while previously and <'Ons idered all was saJe, There werc two reports inoonnect.ioll w-ith No, 7 Detona.-

l!~our other accidents wel'e due to rolling and falling tors , statinj:!; t ha t the." had exploded with not sufficient 
stone, but, congidering the cireulllstnnees, ('Ould hal-dly be '£01·00 to explode tlte. charges, but, from enqniries made, 
classified as fnlls of ground, 38 will be seen from the tahu· T cnme to the ('(lIldUSIOIl that in both insta nces the detol18-
In.tcd list, I d d 

With a little more cure most of t he accidents could hllVe ~~If~c~rve. been un OI'ground fo r some time and had becoll14:} 

been avoided, but they are those which are incidental to A f b th~ industry 'lud which an inSI)ector is eve l' endeavouriu fY s ar ~s ~~' 0 servation and e nquiries went the fuse 
to koop down, ~ h,ns been satisfactory; when tested it. hns nlwavs been 

V cn1ilati01l ,-- At the mille Illelltioucd in m.\>~ Illst repo,l. :,rood" I hnve had no complaints a s to the eond'ition of 
cxplosl ves , 

't.'Ouditions tl.r<! still fnt· from satisfnctorv, J ha.ve 
endeaNoured to assist the management ill every way to Magnzin&; genera lly, with one exception, have been kept 
im.prove matters, but have had reluctantly to come to ('lean, 
the conclusion it does not care under what conditions the Two explcr,.:ive, a ccide llt~ ?Cc,urred during the year: One 
JUen work, A ri se is being put up , which \\-as obtn ined WlIS attended \nth fata l H1Jurles, ll'1 mpntioned under Ilcci-
after con'1iderable pressure, and should make a consider- dellts,i tile other occurred to a lad named Alan llower at 
nhle difference , bllt the time i~ fast approachin,g when it ~...af:!0lnya on Oetolwl' 11th, Thp lad WH '! prepnrin~ to go 
will be necessary to put in 11 pl'Oper system of power ven- tislnnJ,t ulI(l stal·ted to mak(' :t "'iinker" fl'OIll what he 
tilation, owing to tha depth of the mine and til(' unccrtaint~· took to he:' an exhausted detonator, Unfortunatch' the 
of natural ventilation. detonn~or was in tact, and, when g iven a tRp, exploded , 

At other mines a few instnllces werc 1Ioti('cd whe l'e the shatte l'lIl!!,: t,,·o fin!!,:crs and tho thumb, 
vClltilntion was 1I0t too good, nud variOllS l'ecolllJllendatiOllS A '! al~'cild~' stntcetl in prev!?us ruperts, ·1 consider it would 
made wel'e adopted, improving condi t ions (,onsiderably. he advl~nblc to g~t tht: },ducatloll Department to gi"e 

8ettlemellt ,~ 0/ (;rolwd,- Nothing of a se riou .. natllf<' le~son ... ~n ('OnnectlOll .\nth. the dall~er of explosiv08. If 
occurred during the ~·ear. In three instll nces some ~round ~au~ht 111 the 5ehools It mIght save muny HeCldents, ]1"'or 
sct off to structU!";lI wenknes~es , giving plenty of wnrnin~ 1I1~t.ance, the other du~· a young man, who l~ad just lOMt 
as it did so, 011 to the timbers; these were st iffened up a lhumb <In~ flng-er thrO\~gh the explosion of a detonator , 
and the ground eventually removed. Xo Hceidenbl, tlu\t J ~ld II1C he l.hd not know It was dangerous to twist the fUIte 
knu\\" of, OCCl\rred in doing so, !H the detonator to c' lenl· the sawd ust out of it 

f1!taJl fJe-Ho-UM?I.- J am plen'ied to repol't thut, i n both r mi~ht state. here thnt, 11.1. OBC' qu:wry 1 g~ to, on the 
instances where C'Onditions we re not saLisfactor\' (us men- hen('h 111 .tll(' bill-house. \\" hC're /I tnils " nre made up the" 
tioned ill my In'>t report), there is now no 1'001\1 fol' <'0111- have t~ piecE' of rubber cemented on to it on whicl; the~' 
pluint, 'I'he manager of one big works hft s promised to gently t:1 P, t l,Ie detollu,tol· to disengage al~y sawdust tha~t 
put in a. ch~mge-house, as rel\uiroo uncle,· the Act, as soon ma,Y Le st\ek1JJ1l; t hereIn. ff used ca refully this should be 
as the l'ilange-ovcr is IIlllde fl·om steam to electrical power , qUlt(' ~l\fe. 
as there will lhen 00 available :;]1 t hnt is required ill cou- J/ufhinery, Bupes, &:c.- At a cOllcentrnting mill a ,rollng 
!lection with building, pip('s, &c, All~' request., made nt mall "' as ('aught 011 :1 shnfti.ng in trying to untwist 1I 
ot~er . J1l n('e~ ha\'(> llC'clI pl'Omptl~· lIle't \I itl!, hel~ ~ha.t had <:orne' of! the dr.lven pulJey, and, AS :1. re'mlt 

Shf'llt'r 8h('(h and Crih Plw·f''1, An imprm'ement 11a.. of InJ~lrtes receIved, (hed. ~IS aCCIdent is recorded by the 
hooll obtained ill this e'ollileclion. but T am sti ll endeavour- )r:1chll~cr~' Depllrtlllent, so IS n.ot enter(>cl up in m~' 'tabu-
iug to get I. blO'tt.('I·Jllcnt.. at .. orne of the WOl'h-" null one !;dyd li st. On a prevIOus ()CClI~lOn, the 20th October , 192.3, 
quarry. tlw~ person had ~1I hurt i n putting on a belt , and thf' 

Tl f'oltlt ulld 8f1l1itut iu u, lUl JlI"OVenwllts have been noticNI mallngel' \\:1'1 \\·I'lth.' 11 to and a request made that me 
in mflll'y instu ll ces, but I re~l"et having again noliced til{' shou ld be inst ructed t~ hnndle bt-Its careful1)', 11 

lI~u.l l Nip;n whell mell are not using sufficicnt w;li;(>r, OIl ,A g()~1 e1MI ~f engIne _ trouble \\"1\'> experienced a,t OHf' 
one occ-asion fI mall UH<; found boring dr~T ill II shale mine: mIlle Unllig HlI<-:tlon gil::;;, the "timing " appearing to JIle 
the ('Onc\iions w('ore lIol ver,r hlld, alltl a " ' nrllilll!: WllS g iven. to be _ Ollt "u ll<;;l'h:l'llbl:-., Thp r;:;ntter was fully discussed, 
At (Jlhel' places the men and hosses 11;~ \'t:- heell ~pol~cn to and pa~sf'(1 0\"('1' to the !nspecto ,· of machinery, A change 
nnel 1\ reqnest nlllel", lo discontiHlle the Vl'll(,til.·e. was <,oon after made I~l lhe mallagement and engineer 

At Olle ,\Ul\l"ry (melltioned in m~' last report) where a ~h(' dl'fect . ..; were r:ellledled, and the plant is now work ~ 
IUlitulll ngreemcnt wa ... ('Ollle to (the superi n tendent was not IIlg much more snitsfac.'ioriiy. 
present at tIl(' timo), thinp;s w(»'e net cUl'I'ied out ak llgreed :'.t anotil oJ" l!lillO ,a n IW(' id,ent o("cuJ'l"ed to the windin 
on, and, aftE'1" (>\·el·~· eflde.woul· had Lel'1I mude t.o I(et till' ellgl1le. the engllledl'lver .... tlttmg he war" hOis ting, at a slO\~ 
spi rit. of the agr('ellll~llt ca.-rieti out, il wa~ ~ Iecided to writ(;' ratp of speed, wheH one of .the teeth OIl the pinion-wheel 
tho Of!l('CI· with whom the ug.rc(,!llc nt wns madc, when a I·eullv broke, .He stopped the hOist at onoo, but it was found 
rcsponSe \\11 ," madc alld an a<'~Ul'alt(;e given lhat t he' lIgree- tlH~t O\V1ng to t he shock: the l>ed-plal~ of tlIe winding-drullls 
!llent. would tw. adhered tn. 'fhe 8upcri nt{'nc:1ent wa ... W ;1$ cracked. Th~ dnver coul(~ gl\'e no reason for the 
Instrllrtro :l.c('ol"<_ilngly. OCCUl"J"ence, Repall's were put III hand and things have 

At onc \Iorks ('onsiderable opposition haN been IlI(·t \\ilh , bee" :l lright s illee, ' 
the managc.r .gOlng ,"0 .fa r us to state that the Goverllmellti~ T,~'o OCCll.sion" . were repor ted from 0110 mine of cageN 
should ~ s.att~6ed.' 1£ It was foun~ Ileoe&SlH'y, to .see lip to I getting aWll.Y whde c~langjng gears on main hoist. From 
20 men s hv~ rumed t-? sec the IIldu8t~·y establrshed. Of wha.t. co~d be seen ~t was downright carelessness 011 the 
conrse he dIsagreed WIth my eontentlOn that the. dust englUednver's part III both instances in not seeing the 
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chairs were sB:fely under the cage, t.he . braceman l:H;ing 
away at the time. The manager gave lIlstructions t ha.t 
the bracemsn must be in attendance when changing gear. 
On the last occasion the rope W(L'i damaged and had to 
be taken off. An old one, which j had previously requested 
to be taken off, was pu t.. on and another ordered men not 
being allowed to ride on the cage for the time being, 

Only when found very nec-essa ry has any interference 
heen made in connection with machinery all cases being 
lll'Omptl," submitted to t he Inspec tor of ~fachine ry, with 
the request that they receive u,ttention. This was done 
to try and save the overlapping bet'Y,een the two dep:ut ­
menu,. There appears to be H good de:\1 of difference of 
opinion us to the safe method of installing olectri city in 
the underground workings. J consider this should be dellJt 
with in U The Machinery Ame ndmen t Act/' OJ' permission 
made to cover it under regulations under our Act. 

Ropes were inspected, and requests made for cutting and 
reshoeing when necessa ry. as required by the Act. 

Inflammable Liquid Storuo€.- Considernbie nttentioll 11m. 
been gi"en t o this as time permitted , but i.here is . .,till 
much to be achie"ed regarding safety. Some ·38 depob 
were registered and ten new licences to store taken out. 
and 28 registered premi~es wen:' chllnged o"er to li ccnce to 
store . 

It was thought that the iustalling of 80 Illany kerhsiue 
tanks and pumps would lighten up the work in con nee· 
tion with the safe keeping of motor spirits, but up to t he 
present it has not been so in my district. ..-\ I')sistnnce ha;" 
been asked for from the Police D epar t ment as occasion 
demanded, and a very ready rcsponse wns give ~ 1 ~t all 
times and I would like here to express my appreCla.tlOn of 
it . 'iegnl proceedings were instituted against tw,? perso~s. 
One wa~ ftned a totn l of £2 lOs. 6d. for sllloklllg \\"lule 
unloading inflammable liquid from a 10ITY ne:l r a. del)ot , 
being a contravention of R egu lation 5. The ch a rge a ga llllit 
his mate was di smissed . Other brenches wer e reported to. 
the Chief Inspector , but as the persons concerned were 
willing to make good it was decided by him to overlook 
their offences. 

GeneraZ.- The various mines works. and qUllrries in my 
district which are under t he ' provisions of U The Mines 
and 'Vorl,s Regulation Act. 1915, have been inspected. as 
time permitted and as the importance of the operatIOns 
called for. I still find collside r llble amounts of loose and 
affected ground, both at the quarries and un~ergroun;:l 
workings, and find that. this. becomes more notlCeab!e_ If 
for any reason a longe r tUlle IIl tel'venes be.tween my VISIts. 
Apart from three pJac:es my r~ommendatlOns and su gges. 
tions have been heartIly a.ppreclated and acted on regar~­
ing better working conditi~n~ and safety_ .1 would aga ll1 
like to express my a pprec iatIO n to. the vanous mana~ers, 
officers, and workmen who have g iven me, at a ny time, 
their co--operation in my endeavours to get a reasonable 
degree of safety and d ecent working conditions. If only 
managers and others would see t )U\t when remarks and 
s uggestions are made ooncernmg .methods adopted 
they are not made in a. personal way ~t would help c;on­
siderably_ One's desire _is to help the llldustry. and If '\ 
sensible view was taken 1t would be seen that If good. con­
ditions prevail it must be to the betterment of everyone, 
both commercially and physica.lly. . ' . 

Herewith I submit a summary of the mllles III mv )1;':;-

trict.: -

Tin. 
':\loun L ;Bischoff Tin )lines.-D I1l" ing the . year a fair 

nmount of prog ressive work has been earned ou t, both 
underground and at the surface. An average of 208 mell 
ha"e been employed. Some 77,110 tons of or e were trea.ted 
at the concentrating mill for a return of 293i tons of 
metallic tin, an average of ·38 ·per cent. 8n per ton_ ~he 
work of testing the alluvial ground of the Waratah RIver 
flats was completed, and values '."ere repor ted to be- well 
over payable. and a. recommendatIon .made by the consult ­
ing engineer lind the manager to lllstal the necessary 
equipment to treat same. A rood has been cut around the 
north valley to the flats. . 

t he old sudace depOtli~ known as the " brown face," fC white 
face," and "slaughter-ya rd " deposits are nearing their 
end, and jf t he old mine is to continue for any length of 
time it must be f rom underground bodies, ali there is not 
a "ery long life. in the alluvial c)eposits_ 

AIL. Bischoff J~xte nded.. Tin Mine .- This mille is now run 
with electrical power, obtained fro m the Mt . Bischoff Tin 
:Mining Company, which has ma.de a bi~ difference to the 
costs; in fact , one cou ld say positively t hat were it not 
for tbi<; t he mine would not bo working to-day. A con· 
siderable amount' of devolopme ntal work has been carried 
ou t, but va lues 31'0 very n Cllr t he jus~t-on-payab.1e lines. and 
t.he uLmos i. economy has to be exe rCised. UUl'lng the yoar 
attentiOlI llils been dil'ected Lo t he lowest No.9 level. 'rhis 
is 350 fpel vcrt i<;:a U" helow No. 6 level, a nd the whole of 
Lbe ground a.part from dri\'e tmd abo ut 20 feel hill:h h.l· 
70 feet lo ng of sloping, is in "situ. ' The ore heiug mineu 
from t hi s place is " dirty," but call be handled. at th.e 
concentrating plant, SO t hat as long as values are n ght .tllls 
will be no obst:.c1e_ 1. would like to see the lode drtven 
1111 at both ends. I f a few decent chutes of ore could be 
oblained a t this level it would make all t he difference to 
lhe future of t he mine. Most of thf!l ore t rE:.ated at the 
mill duri nJ! the vear W:lS obta ined from the old \Vhea.l 
workings, but owing to the excessive Ilmoun.t of Iw,ndlil:!g 
ill getti ng it to the mill there was very htt le profit tn 
working it. Some 18,873 tons were crushed for 126·8 tons 
of SnO, which contnined. 85 tons of Sn. Average number 
of men employed . BO·4. 

l)ryde. P almer, a nd Others, Sou th Di8(·hoff _-Some. 3 
tons of t ill (metall ic) has heen won uy 4 men workin g; 
p l:lI""t time in the alluvial ground in t hi s quarter. 

Luilm '.rin Mine Old Cleveland T.M_- No work has been 
carried out during the year _ The legal ruanllger is still 
t ry ing to get money in to t hi s property. 

Prospectors.-A little pl'o:.peding work h a~ been (·arried 
out at " ve llo\\ band,' und a. little osmiridium and some 
alluvial t{n won. 'rhel'e is some ground there which would 
be payable if it wet'e not so f8:l' awny from t he main-ro:w. 

Renison }3" /l }) illtril't .- A. Victor Leggo &. Co., who have 
options over t he R eni son Bell. Monta na, and Dreadnought­
Boulder Till )lines. luwe only had ahout an average. of 
twO men employed during the term . They had some dlff}­
culty in getting options extended and fixed up to thf;llr 
satisfaction. A contour survey of the known ore bodI~8 
has l>een made, and a drilling progra.mme has ~n hu~ 
out to further test the ore at depth. The consul t m g eugl­
neer states tha t t he work carried out in con nection :with 
snmpling wns quite sa.tisfactory t\nd up . to expec~atlons. 
'York has a lso been carried on at these Ulmcs by tflbutor~, 
who hll"e obtai ned ore wh ich gave 8'848 tons of metalhc 
tin. 

Pine Bill Tin Mine (Kitto's).- Ve ry li t tle work h as been 
c..'\l'ried .out here during the year, and nothing of any 
importan~ di scovered _ 

Penzance Tin Mine (D.A.1bul'y).- No work has been dOIH' 
here of late. If this and Kitto's were joined togeth.er and 
a. proper system of prospecting p~t in ~and , there 18 every 
reasoll to he Jieve that a good mme mlght result. 

E. J. and R. Kerslake' s M.lI_-Some work has been CRl"­
ried out on these properties and a little tin sen~ to smelters. 
The owners have clean ed ou t the old worklllgs 80 .that 
samples can be carried out. Tbey state the values are right . 

A . K(llllp's M .L.- A small concentrating mill to re-treat 
B oulder till mil1 tailings was completed, but results hove 
not been encouraging_ . 

Stanley Ritlel' Di3trict_-A. few bags of tlll have been 
"cut nwa\' from the old Reward Claim, a.nd one milD has 
been wo~king nt the Mt. Linsday Tin Mine for the firit 
part of the term re-~r~ating tail!ngs, and for the latter 
part treating some oXldlsed material from. th~ approach ,?f 
No. 1 ad it, from which he h as been wlllnlIlg. some f~lr 
values. There. is only a limited amount of thlS matenal 
available as fa r as can be seen. _ _ . _ . 

R 03ebe1'1j find TVillia~3for~ DUltnch.-Wllhamsford Tin 
Mine: The concentrat11lg mill was completed and a start 
made again at the mine. As was expected and reported 
previously it was found that enough developmentul work 
had not 'b~el1 carried out. The value of the ore developed 
hnd heen ove r.estimated to a grea~ extent, and on ends and 
r ises hei ng extended the ore obtained ~as ~ound to be too 
Jow to be payable . At present the mille IS closed down. 
An iwerage of 16 men were employed_ 

From my own ohservations t here are some very !Ich 
patches or' alluvial ground on these flats , 9ut. there IS a 
great amount of boulder~ il.1 the wash welghmg f.r?m a 
few to many pounds, and It, IS to be hoped that eye l:) (;(.)0-

sideration 'bas beeu given to this in connectlO';l wI~h 
vnlues and plant to be e rected _ Underground a m ce d1s­
covery was made in what is known as the x·lode, on the­
main tunnel leve1. It does not Rllpe1ll' to go ~p very far 

hove this level bll t has boon cut from what IS kllOWI.l as 
rhe Sta nhope adit, some 125 feet below_ It h as heen dl:"l:,en 
on 70 feet, and a connection made to level :1t~lve , g I VI_~g 
180 feet on the underlay . The lode lweraged 12 JIIches ,,1(.(' 

with an average assay of 5·35 per cent. Sn. Only t~le 
future can tell what lenJ!th and dep.th of rH\Ydbl~ ?I-e w~l1 
lye exposed h ere but t he lode was cu t a D 1'1"en III 

\'~r favourable c~untry . and the prospects shoul~ be go<;>d . 
'fo Ymy mind it is a pit)' thut a m.ore pl'ogr~ssn-e. poltcy 
of ex plol'ation has not heen adopted III collnooecth~ddn th t~h~ 
und~rground workings. The fact cannot 1 en a 

A. J. Salmon's M.L ., Emu Bay Rai~way.-Thi~ m!lll 
opened up a fO I·mat i.o n carr~iug some faIr vulues 1Il tIn _ 
rt conta ined n lot of ITon , whlCh Deede~ to be burnt to fr~ 
l he t in . H e picked out some of the rlChes~ and burnt .It, 
aud then crushed it up by h and and ob~alDed ore. whtch 
ora\' 1:" ·2818 tons of metallic tin. A~ optlOn was . given to 
Adelaide people , who drove an adlt, to cut thiS ore at 
ahout 90 feet "erticn \1 y below Salmon s work. The forma· 
l ion wns about five feet w~de where cu t_ Values were 
reported to me to be wort h Just under 1 _per cent. 8?me 
good ,ra lues could be Been on the hangtng-wall . portion , 
the gang ul' consisting of quartz and carbo~ate of Iron . . No 
more work hn.s been done since. On t hl_S a nd the next 
sectioll t here :\Ilpeurs to be at least two hnes of Jode for-
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Merton's Prospect, Little "~ ilsoll RiYer District, now 
" Hershaw's. "-Some prospecting work has beeJl j and is 
heing, carr ied out on this property, where two men are 
.employed. Prospects are reported to be encouraging. 

Mt. Glaude District, .MoiwJ.-New Shepherd nnd .Murphy 
Mine.-The only work carried out <lul'iug 19'26 was to 
dismantle the magnetic separation plant at Launceston 
a nd take it to the mill site at the mine. erect , and house 
it, two Illell being employed. It is hoped thnt sufficient 
-capital will be forthcoming shortly to re-open the work­
ings below adit leve.l. 

Kemp 's Rainbow Tin Mine (Old Iris T.:M.).-'Iwo men 
havc !Jeen employed during threequnrwrs of 1926, when 
watel' was available. ~L'he tin obtained is mixed with a 
fair fllllount of wolfram, which needs to be separated. 'I'he 
-ore obtained was sent to Svduey for treatment towards t he 
end of the yenl', but 80 f·ar no r esults have reached this 
-office. 

Mt. Olil-er 'fill Mine.-This is situated above the old 'rin 
Spur. An Adelaide syndicate is doing some prospect ing 
work on the property. 'I'here is some tin stone showing, 
but , personally, I do not like the country and as pre­
viously reported in connection with the Tin Spur property, 
I will be greatly surprised if eV'er n payable mine is 

<leveloped there. 
Bal/ottr Distrid.- An average of five lllen have been 

prospecting and sluicing for tin, nnd ~·Q23B. tons of tin 
were obtained. On man has some preClpltntlllg boxes· 011 
the old Reward Copper Mine, and 1·6236 tons of copper 
were obtnined hom the last clea.n up. 

King Tsland.-Se.a Elephallt P. Ass.-1'his mine is known 
..on the island as the "'Vhite Hawk." I understand a 
-company has been (or is being) formed to work the pro­
perty. I have not visited the mine during the yenr , as 
most of the work carried out was drilling operations. An 
averfige of 6-1 men have been engaged. 

Zinc·Lead 8-ilve'r lIlines. 
The Electrolytic Zinc Compnny of Australasia Limited 

luwe carried out au extensive dinmond-drilling campaign 
·at thE/ir Rosebery fi nd Mount Rend Mine . At Rosebery 
Mine results , I understa nd, have been sa.tisfac~ry. ~s~ts 
j.lt the :\!ount Read Mine have been vaned. MWUlg 
develqpmentnl work hns becn cflfried out at No.4, 5, and 
5" levels at the Hercules Mine, and the ore bodies are 
<tpening up in a v(~l'y satisfactory manne r. A little work 
wa~ carried out during; one term by three men at the old 
nalmenv mine and during the first quarter seven men 
were el~ployea' underground :'It the Mt. Read Mine . 

A consider'able tonnage of ore has been broken at tIll' 
Hercules and Ros('hery ~lilles and Stlnt fonvanl to thl.:' 
works at Zeehan. Figures are oont to the Mines Office, 
.Hobart, regarding the content" nnd value of thi~ ore. 

An average of 98 men were employed at the Rosebery 
)1"ine end and 45i at Hercules Mine. 

S';.lver-J.;ead Min.es. 
Wamtah Dist,..id : The Magnet Silver Mine. - The mana· 

'ger (Mr. R. G. Hales) hal'! supplied the following data: -
14326 tons of ore have been treated and 2'294. tons of ore 
'se~t to market, containing 102Un tOllS of lead and 154.801 
-QZ. of silver j gross value, £61,100. Average number of 
men employed 108. The principal development work carried 
out was at No. 16 level--c.utting the plat and driving to 
cut the lode. This was cut at 523 feet from the main 
shaft, the lode being 34 feet wide where the cross-cut 
passed through it. Drives north and south have been 
driven 20 feet and 18 feet respectively. Sufficien'- work 
bas not been done to prove the vnlue of the lode, but so 
far it is encouraging. 

No. 15 level.- The bulk of the ore mined ha~ come 
from the 1)topes over this level. The lode is st11l main .. 
taining its value. 

No. 13 level.- Development has been carried out nt this 
level by driving in a southerly direction 011 the western side 
of tho dolomite, but only pOOl" values were met within 
the drive. The best values are showing at the bottom of 
the drive. 'North on this lode a little stoping has been 
carried out on a formation 2 feet wide, giving some nice 
values. A rise bas been commenced and is up 96 feet . 
"This is to connect up to No. 11 level for ventilating purposes. 

No.9 leveI.- Stoping has heell carried out with variabl(J 
results . 

No.4 leve1.-Driving rising, a.nd stoping have been 
-enrried out at this levei, but, owing to the smallness of 
the veins of ore, wO'rk has been suspended. 

1 can concur with the above. One trouble with the 
mine is the power system, which has cost an exorbitant 
amount, quite But of keeping with what would have suited 
the mine, and Qwing to the water storage s;ystem being 
inadequate. Nearly every yea r it fails durmg the dry 
season. This disorganises the whole of the work , as the 
men being put off naturally look for work of a more 
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perlll.lIlent character in other pinceR. Men, knowing this, 
l\ho \\ould probubly go to the plaoe, will not do so owing 
to these. stoppnges. Needless to say this piles up the oosts. 
In my opinion it is a pity a power scheme WIlS not adopted 
that could have been obtained from the lal'ger rivers near 
by, at n much 100rel' cost, transmitting the power to the 
mine, which could have. served for all the year round. Pro­
vision should be made to instal plant that could keep the 
mille going continuously. There are many ways in which 
this could be done. 

J t is too soon yet to say what the ore on the western 
side of the dolomite is going to turn out, but the indioations, 
in my opinion, are decided1y encouraging. 1'he thick­
ness of the dolomite between t he two ore bodies appears 
to be decreasing as depth is obtained, and I would not be 
fUlI'prised to see this Cll'- out and the ol·e bodies comc 
together in depth. 

Prospecting.- To the south of the .Magnet Silver Mine 
~ome work was ca.rried out undol' Government assisblllce 
by 1\1r. J. Bctt~ but nothing of any value was discovered. 

Mt. Jasper \)Oppe r Mining Oompany.- Some work wilS 
carried ont 011 \"hat is known as tho 'Vright :r.fine. Ore 
c)lrrying 539 oz. of silver and 5'000 tons of leud was sold , 
un avern~e of three men being employed. The work con­
sisted of driving and stoping on the ore channel, so it 
can be seen the ore is ('ostly to get. 

Mt. Fan·en Disb··ict.- North Mt. }""'arrell Mine, Tullrth.­
The following IS supplied by the manager (Mr. F . H .• Jor­
!.tem;c·n) :- Crude ore l'nised nnd treoted, 15040 tons. 
Marketable ore obtai lied, 2900 tons , containing 193,287 oz. 
of f.ilver alld 1790·38 tons of lead. Average number of 
men employed , 112·!. 

Development " 'ork l 1926.-Mnill shaft Slink ]5 feet. No . 
9 level: Plat cut; cross·cutting, 221 feet; drives on lode, 
28 foet north and 24 feet south. No.8 level: Cr088-cutting, 
50 fpet; driving, 276-& feet; raising 324 feet . No.7 level: 
Driving 87 feet. 1N0. G level: Cross--cutting, 92 feet. No. 
5 level: Cross·cutting, 10 feet; driving, 58 feet. 

Towards the end of 1926 it was decided to sink a new 
main 'ih:lft from the surface. Thete were several reasons 
for deciding this; two of thc principal ones were that the 
hoisr:ing engine at the present main sha.ft could 1I0t handle 
the output from n deeper h:wel, in fact it is not satisfactory 
from the present level , and that, as the shaft is sunk, the 
cros8-Cutting becnme grenter to cut the lode at t!acb level, 
owing to the underlay of the ore channel. 

There are many things to be said in its favour, but 
whether thc mine warrants the expenditure at the present 
moment only the future will prove. 

Nel.,rly all the development work carried out for many 
years has been in COllllection with the oue lint! of lode 
formation, but one crOEs-cut was put out to get fillinp; to 
fill stopes, and some galena was cut. This was driven on 
fo r 11 short dista nce north and south. 1'his was at No. 
5 level. The cross-cut is being extendcd at No.6 level to 
try and pick it up. It is too soon to say much about till s 
make of ore, but it is encouraging. To my mind it is a 
great pity tha.t some diamond-drilling work has not been 
put in hand to test the country to the east and west, 
particularly to the east towards the contact. 

Old Mt. Farrell Mining Company's Mineral Lease (now 
A. Maggs' and others).- A little prospecting work has been 
carr ied out on this property. 

It ap~ars to me, Judging by the material lying about on 
the varIOus dumps, that, at present. prices of metals, thir; 
old mine deserves looking into. It would not cost a great 
amount to clean out the drives, so that an inspection collid 
be made, a scheme of development work laid out, and, if 
sat isfactory, n concentrating:-fiotation plant e rected. 

South Mt. Farren Syndicate (Old Murchison Mine).­
Some ore war; discovered by two men working in their 
spare time, ~\fld an option given to a syndicate, which drove 
an ad it to cut the ore lower dowll. On doing so it was not 
payable, find the option was surrendered. 

New Sterling Valley Silver-Lead Mining Company.­
The old wooden tramline was relaid from Tullah to the 
mine, and ate up most of the capital available . Some of 
the ore body previously opened up was stoped out, and a 
few tons of clean ore was picked out and sent to market . 
bnt it was soon seen that this was not going to be payable, 
as the ore was too dirty to be hand·dressed. A start was 
made to continue to si nk the main shaft, but money was 
not forthcoming and work ha,'i been suspended. Some 
milling plant was bought, but never installed at the mine. 
This is another case of investors being badly advised. If 
the money raised had been spent in systematically pros· 
pecting the property, there is a probability that the mak· 
lIlj:!;S of a. good mine may have been discovered. 

Prospecting.- A little prospecting work has been carried 
out in the outside district, but nothing of any value has 
been diRcovered , as far as I know. 

Mt. Claude and Moina District.- RAlund Hill Silver-Lead 
Mine, Cethana.-The manager (Mr. J. J. Andrews) reports 
as follows :- During the year exploratory work has been 
carried out, principally at No.1 level, from shaft; towards 
the end of the year developme"t work was started at No.1 
tunnel. 
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South-east drive, quartzite lode, south-east of shaft, No. 

1 level: This drive was extended 161 feet on the course of 
tho lode. This , for the greater di stnnce, was payable and 
contained good silve r values. 
South~ast drive, quartz lode, south-east of shaft, No.1 

level: This dr ive was advanced on the lode, which is 
associated with quar tz, 99 feet, the lode producing good 
milling ore for 74 feet, the last 25 feet being poor seconds. 

North-west drive, north-west of shaft, No. 1 level: This 
drive, which is coming out under the entrance of No.1 
tunnel, was driven 278 feet in the ore channel. This, for 
the most part, proved to be very erratic and patchy. 

Branch lode, north-west of shaft, from south cross-cut: 
" rork all this lode was continued for 67 feet, the a re making 
in hard quartzite. The lode wns not payable. 

Cross-cuts, No. 1 level, ofP main shaft: Oross-cuts were 
driven t\ distance of 65 feet to test walls both sides of 
ore channel, but nothing of allY va lue was exposed. 

No. 1 tunnel, quartzite lode: The drive on t he quartzite 
lode was extended to 65 feet, the lode here being sma.1l and 
faulted. 

Oross-cut off No. 1 iunnel: A cross-cut north has been 
started from quartzite lode to teet the probability of the 
En~chelon theory occurring in this part of the mine. This 
cross-cut has ~n driven 20 feet at a. point 560 feet south­
east of the shaft. 

Rises.-No 3 riso, north-west of shaft, bas been put up 
and holed through to No.1 level. 

Stopes.-Stoping has been carried out south-ea-st and 
north-west of sha.ft from sbaft No. 1 leve1. The work south­
east of. shaft has proved paya.ble, but from the north-west 
otherWIse. 

Ooncentr:\ting Plant.-During the yea r ihe milI treated 
8287 tons, from whicTl 637 tons of marketable ore was pro­
duced, containing 129 oz. gold, 24 ,238 oz. silver . and 38] 
tons of lead. An average of 39 men were employed. 

The above speaks for itself. The results hAve been very 
disappointing. The drive was driven at No.1 lovel right 
unde r and beyond where tributers had some very ri ch ore 
in the early dl\Ys of the mine, but nothing of any extent 
was discovered. Three ri ses were also put up to level above 
to prove the downward course of t his ore. 

The oro occurrences in this mine have been very erratic 
and this usually does not tend to good results from diamond ~ 
drin work. Sti11, r would recommend that it be tested 
by drilling. Bofore nbandoninp; the mine I strong1y recom­
mend that a couple of t housand pounds he expended in this 
way. 

'Vnshington SilveJ·-T ... end Mine, \{oina .-The water-raoe 
has becn continned, il nd is now on the mine, but a t unnel 
hng tQ be completed t hrough the hill to get it to the top 
of the mill site. A site has been cleared to the ooncen­
tratins:z mill and a quantity of old second-hand machiner~ 
brought on to the mine. I am informed t hat t his i~ to 
~ erccted at once; the int-e ntion being to open up tht' 
mlllO from profite made from miJlin~ t he ore in sight. Per ­
sonally, I t hink the shareholders would ha.ve been better 
advised to have opened up the mine to see if it warranted 
t he erection of a mil1. 

Prospecting.- A little prospecting has been carried Ollt. 
at the Dove River and at and around the old Cnledonian 
Mine. but no ore was sent out during t he year. 

P"ll!1lti,J, Dj&trict.- A fair amount of prospecting work has 
beC'n done in severnl places from just near the seashore 
back into t he Dial Ranges, most of it being in ('onnection 
with places indicated bv I( diviners ,. with their wires. In 
n11 instances formations were diRC'overed , but were of no 
commel'cial va lue. 

Coal. 
Preolenna ConI Mine.-No cu tt ing of coal has been CftT­

ri ed out that I know of during 1926. 
)feunn a Coal Mine. - One man 11as been (' n ~nged best 

part of the year, and a few tons of coal have heen won 
and sold . I t is n pity t his fi eld has not been hared. There 
may lle other seams. or other places on the known seams, 
where t here is ~reater thickness t han that showin~ at; pre­
Re nt which could he worked at a profit. 

Illnmatha Oolliery, Spreyton.-Some 1240 tonR of {'oal 
has been sold from this mine during 1926, an average of 
nine men being I\t work . There is hardly a, living wage 
to be earned at the price received fo r the coal , bllt the men 
state they have their homes and families around there, and 
they would sooner stay than go further afield. 

ShaZe. 
'1'1\8. Cem-ent P tv. lAd. , Shale Mine, JAltrobo.-Some 2000 

tons of shale ha,ve heen mined aud crushed and sent to the 
oement works to be used in the making of cement during 
the last half year, eight men being employed. 

Australian Shale Oil Corporation, Shale Mine.-A con­
siderable amount of plant has been er~ted, and the big 
retort, which was expected to treat 140-180 tons per 24-
hour day, was given a run, and a. good many altera.tions 
.made . The last continuous run was for ten days, and the 

quanti ty t reated was 480 tO llS , g ivmg 46 gallons to the­
ton. During 1926 a.ltogether 1598 tons of shale "er&' 
retorted, an average of 45 men being employed. At the­
mine the main adit was stopped and entries turned to­
the right and left, from which 8-yard bords were turned 
as ent ries advanced . From thel10 the shale was obtained , 
which was r etorted. 

New Southern CrOSB Motor Fuel P ty.-No work has heell' 
carried out at the mille end. A small retort, designed by 
the manager (Mr. McPberson) , was given a. trial run, and 
waa reported to be sat isfactory. This was al tered in a· 
few details in connection with the feed and discharge ends, 
these being made mechanical instead of by hand, and then 
given another run. 'Vork was t hen stopped, a nd nothing 
has been done since last June. No figures reached t his.. 
office in connection with the last test made. 

Deloraine Di"trict.-Discoveries of shale were reported 
from Chudleigh, but ve,ry little work has been carried out_ 
No mining work has been carried out on the proper ties. 
of the OSmaston Shale Syndicate. Both parties are, 1 
understand, seeking for capitalists to open up and denIol).' 
theil' resources. 

Iron (h·es. 
Hoskins' Iron and Steel Company .- l'hese people, dur­

ing the first t hree quarters of the year, only carried out a.. 
small amount of prospecting work , but in the last quarter 
had up to 30 men at work. A considerable amount of 
trenching, t unnelling, and shafting was carried out, and 
the results of the tunnels and shafts were 'Te~y disappoint­
ing, excessive sulphur contents showing . In one place 
where there had been good values in iron showing for 240 
feet along the trench a shaft was started , and at ]7 feet 
deep was very pyritical. At another place where t here­
were cliffs of magnetite showing, a tunnel was driven in 
50 feet, and pyrites was showing nearly aU the way. Work 
was stopped just before Christmas, and since then all 
tools have been ca.rted into 'Vnraiah . So fa r as J know no 
other work ha!' hee.n carried out on any of the iron depositA;. 
in Ill .V district. 

Celltellt. 

'rhe Tasmanian Cement Propl'ietu l'Y Ltd.-Mlwy altera ­
tions and additions were made during the year, an average­
of 90! men being employed. and 4586 tons of oement WQ& 
made. t he va.lue being placed on this by the company being: 
£21,322'5. From reports the cement is a very good article, 
and when the U clinker" shed is completed should be even 
better. A change over to electrica.l power will be made­
shortly, and should help cons iderably in connection with 
costs. 

O.,miridium. 
Cnud ,'Y's Osmiridium Mine.-The ooncentratinj:!: mill was 

completed and mining operations resumed,. but there was 
ve r v little to P1lt in it. Apfll·t from a few Isolated patche 
t he' g"ou nd mined ha'J no t been payable. 'rhe average num­
ber of men employed, as given by the managers, WHS, fOl~ 
each quarter , as follows: 17 , 6. 9, Ilnd 4. For the fi rst 
two Q,uarters the return given WIl<.; 37 oz. 3 dwt. ]6 grs. of 
osmi rldiull1 . valued nt {'970. No metal rerov('ry or values 
hn.ve reached th is office durinp; t he last two quarters. A 
small mechanically-driven sampling plant has heen erected,. 
and n. good dea l of prospe(·tin p; work was heing dono towards 
the end of the term. 
Sava~e and Oa.stm River~, 19-Mile Creek , T ... ittle W ilson , 

and Wilson River l)istricts.-An average of 61 men werO' 
employed at t hese places, gradually hecoming smallel­
towards the end of the year. 

J.ime3toJle. 
'l'he Broken Hill Propl'ietnr~T Co., a.t t heir Mel.rose­

quarry have broken and dispatC'hed 145,869 to n!! of lime­
stone to t heir works at New(!Sl.'ltle, the a,rerflge numher of 
men employed being SO}. 

Oc1lre. 
During t he ~rst two q\larte!,~ as. tO ilS was sent t? Me~srs_ 

C. Atkins' pamt works III VlC'tona , the ,-alne helll g glverr 
as C69. Two l11(-'n at \\'OI·k. 

Liqu.id Oil. 
The Adelaide Oil Exploration Company ha.ve been 

ellga.sz;ed in diamond-drilling for oil during the last two 
quarters at East Devonpor t . then at Northdown. 

17enen:d. 
Th e- prospects re~nrding mining at . the present moment 

a re J t hink on the whole . much hrlghter. 'l'hOO"e se~ms 
to be more i~quiry for mining prop.ertics. an~ T am homng 
t hat Ithe prices for metals. pnrtlcula.riy tll1 , may k~1i 
where thev have been of lat-e. Tf so, T feel ~l1re we Wl I 
have an increased output and a la.rger- num OOr of men 
enp:a ged during 1927 . 
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CllIEP iNSPEOTOR oj' MINES (Queenstown Reports). 

1 DAVE the honour to submit the rollowing report upon 
the work of inspection and ad1ninistration of the provi­
sions of " The Mines and Works Regulation Act, 1915," 
II The Exp.1osives Act, 1916," and "'.rhe In~amma~le 
Liquid Act, 1920," within the Lyell und Zeehan mspect~on 
division for the year ended 31st December. 1926. OWID.1il: 
to the illness of Inspector Williams, n. return from thIS 
officer is not available. 

The principal mines and "'orks aga.in commanded! the 
greater number of under~round and surface inspections. 
the work of inapection betng extended to those ~f lesser 
importance as occasion d~manded:. The p~oductlOn and 
maintenance of safe worklllg condItIons receIved .full con­
sideration. In several instances cases of laxltv were 
encountered in respect to barring down unstlfe ground, 
:tdoption of general protective meaaures in regard to br?ken 
ground efficacy of timbering, undergro.und excavations, 
and atiendin~ to other details upon which safety depended. 
all of which received consideration. 

There were no extensive or uncontrolJec1 settlements t?f 
ground during the year, and it is {>Ieasant to note ~~lr 
continued absence. Open-cut workmgs, where quantities 
of ground subsided , have continu~l to be k~pt under close 
observation and attention. 'VorklllRs O~1 thll~ ~ound have 
been discontinued. and no person received lIl]lHY durInR 
the long period of settlement. . ' . 

Arciclents.-Fifteen aocidentB, lDvolvlUg 15 casualtIes, 
were rep:istered, but it is pleasing to record .that there was 
an absence of fatalities . Eleven of these acCIdents occurred 
on the surface, and four un~el"grollnd. Five cases occurred 
invoh'ing the fracture .of hmbs, a.nd three of burns. The 
remainder ware due to various causes, such as trucking and 
persons falling, but were not of a serious nature, nlthol1gh 
were such as to necessita.te 14 days' absen~. from work. 

Health and Sanitation.-Matters perta.lIl.mg to he:dth 
and sa.nitation ha.ve received closo attentlOu, and ~ood 
reeults have been rerorded. The abolition of dust has 
received considerable attention, and it is plea-sj~p: to 
note that considerable. advancement has been ma.de 111 the 
conditions at reduction works, especially in regard to 
crusher stations and smelting works. Change·house accom­
modution received consiilerable attention, a.nd! p:reater COt;J1.­
fort has been obtained. In one instance the introduction 
of vacuum cleaners has had a very marked ~ffect. Under­
ground crib places and latrine n.ccommodatloll have been 
very sa.tisfactory. . . 

:Minin(l Activitie".-Mollnt Lyell MlI111lR and Railway 
CompAny Limited.-The output for the year ",as-

Mine l'dl. Quantify. Ylllu e . 

S ilver (oz.) ... . .......... . 
COl,per (tons) ... . 
Go d (oz.) .,. , .. . 

Totl\1 "nIne 

134 ,586 
6,535 
2.300 

£ 
22,176 

454,854 
9,797 

£486,823 

'l'he principaJ operations were confined to the North Moun t 
Lyell .l\.£ine which supplied alrn06t the \\:hoI0 of the ore 
trea.ted with the exooptlOn of a small Cjua.ntlty on the Mount 
Lyell Mine for fluxing purposes. At the latter end of .the 
year :til work was discontinued n..t the MOl.1l\t Lyell ~Itne. 
and in future Ore from the North Lyell Mme only wll1 be 
treated. The discontinuance of work at the Mount .Lyell 
.Mine will cause reorganisation,in mining methods. It IS tbe 
intention of the company to drive a tunnel fr:om the smelters 
to the lOOO .. feet level in the North Lyell Mme. The whole 
of the transport of ore will then be done throl1p:h the tun­
nel. This will mean the discontinuance of the haulaf.!:e 
a nd handling from the mine to the top of the ha.ulage, 
and wi1l also mea.n the discontinuance of pumpinp: from the 
BOO-feet upwards. 

During the year the main shaft of the Mount T.yell 
Dlocks has been cut to the surffl ce and equipped .. and is 
now nearly ready for operations. The hydro-electnc pla.nt 
at L:tke i'Iargaret was in continuou~ operatio,n. aud sup­
pUecI the whole of the power and hght reqUired for the 
Company's mines and works. A~rangemeuts were al~o 
being made for power to be supphed to the ElectrolytIC 
Zinc Company at Zeeha.n and Rosebery. . 

South Comet.-The output for the year under reVIew 

.Mineral. 

Lead (ons) .. . 
Silver (oz.) .. . 
Zinc (tons) .. . 

Total value ... 

Quantity . 

59·6 
3,838 

2'5 

Value. 

£ 
1,834. 

462 
85 

£2,881 

The dep08it has been mined from the northern hillside 
end by three adits-No. 1 adit, i!lst bel0'Y th~ outcrop. 
which is 120 feet abo"e No.2; at No.2 mam acht most of 

the exploita t ion has been carried out, and is 220 feef; below 
the 10wer-le"eJ ad it j No. 3 (or lower level) adit hal) been 
driven 470 feet on the zinc ore-bodies, the face bein~ ver­
tically undel' a point 50 feet from the entrance of No. 2 
adit.· The str ike of the lode is a few degrees west of 
north, and the lode clips south-westerly at 3 high angle. 
The oountry which conta.ins the ore-bocly is mainly slates. 
Previously it was considered to be a .~ illg1e lode, but later 
developmimts make this doubtful, fmd development is bein2 
carried out which may prove that there are two lines of 
lode, one containing zinc-lead and the other silver-lead. 
A concentl'util1g mill nbout 1 mile from the mine, con nected 
by nn aeria \ tramway. has been erected. The object of 
1>electing H site for the mill away from the mine is with 1\ 

view to treatinsz other ore-bodies in the district. The 
mill is desi~ned in two sections. viz., a gravity section 
and a Boto.tlOn section. Durinp: the coming year the zinc 
product will be recovered and marketed . 

'Vest Coast Silver-Lead Company.-This property was 
fonnerly known 3S the North Zeehan, and is si tuated about 
3 miles from Zeehan post-office, and on the Granyille tram. 
During the year the property was taken over by a. 8yndi­
cate. They have developed a. large formation at the 4O-feet 
Jevel , and have driven a distance of 280 feet on a. forma.­
tion carrying irregular values. It is the intention of the 
syndicate to sink a main shaSt 10 feet by 4 feet Oil th ree 
oompa.rtments of 100 feet. Water is very light. a 4.inch 
pump coping with the supply easily. 

Tbe output for the year was-
Mlner.!1. Quantity. Value 

Sih'er (oz.) 
T.Jead (tons) 

TotoJ value 

£ 
742 

1.563 

£2,30.5 

Horseshoe Syndic&le.-This mine was formerly worked 
by the rl 'asman and Crown Lyell Company, and is si tua led 
about 6 miles from Queenstown. 

The output fol' the yoar was-
J\Jlncral. . Quantity. 

Silver (oz.\ .. . 
Lead (tons . . . 
Zillc (tons) .. . 

Total value ... 

5,369 
87·89 
63·50 

Valup. 

£ 
i16 

2,756 
2,114 

£5,586 

A large amount of development work was carried out by 
this Oompany. and the present owners. hav.e been develop­
ing a zinc-lead ore-body, about 30 feet 1I1. wldtl~. The !Dam 
:shaft is on the property (264 fee.t), and 18 eqUIpped With a 
small , primitive winding-engine. .Tn addition to the silver­
zinc ore-body there are nlso occurrences of {Joppel'. 'rhe 
property is oll e which 4as 1Z00d l)r08pects. ).Hlt req 1111'~ 
capItal to develop it. It 18 undel' offer to a mnmland synd1-
cate nnd pending arrangements bein~ finali sed, a very 
:-nlnll a.mo11nt of work is being cnrried out . 

Swansea Silver-Lead :\{ine, Zeehan. - l'he output for the 
year was-

MillerHl. 

Silver (oz. ) 
Lead (tons) 
Zinc (tons) ...... 

Total villue ... 

quantity. 

3,300 
106·82 
100·5 

Value. 

£ 
450 

3 ,369 
3,301 

£7,120 

.A huge amount of work has been carr.ied out on thi.s pro­
pertv by a ]oool s)' udioato. .A large zlllc-lead deposIt baa 
been' proved but the property i~ one t~at l'69uires cnpita\ 
to thoroughly develop it.. It IS ~~e mtel}-tlOll to place 
it on the market, with a. view to ralslOg capIta1. 

Razorback Tin Mine.-';Che output for 1926 ~\r as 4 tons. 
valued' at £1239. This mille was worked by tnbutol's dur­
ing the early part of the year . Oxidi~ ore was. treated, 
but at the la.tter end of tlfe year a.ttentlon ":38 paid to the 
sulphide zone in the mam open-cut. ~~ wlIlze was sunk 
about 15 feot and some very fine oro disclosed. A crush­
ing nnd conc~ntrating mill has been erected Oil the pro-
perty. .., d ' T· M· .• Federation Tin M.ine.-The .l.'e eratlOll Ill . IDe, SI..,U­
ated at Heelll8kirk was floated on tIle EnglIsh mnrket 
during the yea.r, n~d activo operations should eventuate 
during the coming year. . . 

Kozminsky Silver-Lead Mme, DU-';ld~s .-An opt ion ~a.IJ 
let to the '~1ashington Silver-Lead Mmlng CompllllY, w.hJCh 
picked up the mouth of the lower tunne~, and opened It. to 
the face. It then stllrted to ex~n? It to a. lead which 
was considered to have l>nyable lllllhn2 values. 
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It(achintry and t:enerol.-Du6 regard WAS directed to the 
effiCIent mnllltenance of ropes, cages, and attenda.nt appli­
ances, and generally were found to be reasonably well 
cared for. 

Explo$ive&.-No complain ts were received , and only in 
very isolated oases was any defect found in re~ard to the 
quality of the explosives used . In sevoral small mines the 
absorption of mOisture con,tinued, but in the Inr)2;er minos 
the conditions may be c1nssod as sath1factory. Tn several 

28 
cases improper handling and keeping of explosives were 
encountered in small mines. Attention was drawn to the 
advisability of effec.tive ator.ajiZ;6. No difficulties were experi­
enced in connection with detonators used . and frequent 
tests were made of safety fuses in use, no instances of 
faulty fuse being encountered. No explosive accidents 
occurred during the year. The In.nding of explosives at the 
Port of Strahan was stlP6T"vised as occas ion demanded , 
and nothing untoward ensued. 

Rf:PORT OF THE CHIEF INS PECTOR OF MAGAZINES AND EXPLOSIVES. 

I 'HAVE the honour to 
!.6ar 1926 in connection 
Flxplosive6 Act, 1915," 
Act, 1920." 

Hobar t, ah April , 1927. 

submi t my annual report for the 
with the administration of II The 
and II The Inflammable Liquids 

The impor ts of explosives for tlle yeur were :-

Monobel ....................... . 
Gelignite .. .. .. . ..... . 
Blasting gelatme ..... .. . 
Llgdyn ....... .. 
Powder ........ . 

Detonators ..... . 

lb. 
25,700 

280,000 
11,000 
20.300 
4!l .. 325 
NO. 

302,100 
A new expl06ive was brought on to the market which , 

nfter very careful observation, hfts proved to be satisfac­
tory. The quality of the explosives generally Wll8 very 
sattsfuctory, but towards the end of the year sl1ght exuda­
tion was noticeable. Explosive of this character is kept 
Jlnder close supervision to ascertain deterioration, and to 
ha.ve it removed from use before it reaches the danger point. 
Ifhe quality of fuses supplied was satisfactory, as was also 
the quality of detonators used. 

There were three accidents during the year due to explo­
siv~s, one injuring two persous, one fatal1y, and the other 
serIOusly. The occurrence was due to the use of frozen 
explosives! and also to using a tampinp: stick of too small 
dia.meter Or the hole being charged. A block jammed in the 
hole, and in endeavouring to force it clenr an explosion 
occurred. 

The o~her occurrence was due to n, person opening a. drum 
of ca.rbide with a. naked light in close prOXImity. 

The importntion of in8ammable liquids continues to 
increase, and the question of future storage has had to 

be dealt with. One firm has commenced the erection of 
bulk storage, and their supplies will be received by over­
sea hu lk shi~s. • TillS will be filled locally , but, as far M 
possible, endeavours will be mnde to deal with bulk 
deliveries. This will be accomplisl}ed by tank waggons 
and railway waggons, with stations at different centres. 

During the year there has been a very marked increase 
in the number of " bowsers" installed, thesQ being placed 
in almost every part of the State. 

P ,,'olleeutionll.-During the year there were five pr088CU· 
tions for breaches of the "In8ammable Liquid Act," two 
being for storing without licences, two for smokinQ; OD regis­
tered premises

i 
and one for permitting a naked lil:ht in the 

hold of an oi ship. Convictions wer~ obtained in four 
cases, a.nd fines ranging from Ss. to £6 in8icted. In the 
other case there was a. dismissa l owing to lack of evidence. 

Revenue.-

Magazine licences (73) 
Licences to store (197) ... ... ..• . .. 
Permits to sen (296) ... ... . .. 
Permits to import (19) ... . .. 
Permits to wnvey (60) ........... . 
Permits to sell fireworks only (4,9) 
Registered premises (390) ... ."" 

Magazine rents ... ••• ••• "f ••• 

I have, &c., 

£: s. d. 
73 0 0 

207 0 0 
15 10 0 
31 10 0 
15 0 0 
626 

97 10 0 

£511 12 6 
195 18 1 

£107 10 1 

J. O. HUDSON, Chief Insped Oi' of Expl08 ives. 

A, McINTOSH REID, l;:sq ., Director of Mines. 

AID TO MINING.- YEAR ENDING 31ST DECEMBER, 1926. 

DURING the year operations under " The Aid to Mining 
Act, 1921," have shown a steady decline. 

The number of tribnting parties working under the pro­
visions of the Act have considerably decreased. .At the 
end of the term under review five parties were employed, 
and of these only one ma.intained n regular output of ore. 

The district of Zeehan, to which the operations of the 
Act are confined, formerly embraced an area with a radius 
of 5 miles, whicn was latterly extended to 8 miles. The 
extension of the area did not tend to increase prospecting 
or mining activities . 

Since the commencement of constructional and productive 
operations by the Electrolytic Zine Company at Zeeha.u, a 
steady demand for labour has occurred, and the greater 
number of men who, prior to that time., were engaged in 
the more or less precarious occupation of mining on their 
own account, or working as State tributors, gradually 
drifted into the service of th06e companies offering con· 
stant employment. 

The decline in the number of tributors employed on the 
field had no serious effect on the gradual !)rosperity of the 
district. The town of Zeehan and the out ying centres are 
now in a more prosperous condition than for many years 
past, due solely to the operation of ca"pitalised companies. 

The outlook for a. gradual expansion of the mining indus­
-try on a solidly established basis can be hopefully anticj. 
pated. 

J". B. SCOTT, Government Mining Engineer. 

5th April. 1921 . 

ThQ amount received from ore s8.168 was 
which was distributed , as follows:-

Paid to tributors ... ... ... .. 
Royalty paid to State ... ... ... . .. 

£1863 as. 6d., 

£ s. d. 
1.726 4 4 

137 2 2 

£1.863 6 6 

EXPSNDITUltE . 

Salary and wages . .. ... ... ....... .. 
Assistance to prospectors. under Part T. 
Assistance to prospectors, under' Part III. ... 
Travelling expenses ... .. . ... ... ... ... . .. 
Loan to the Miner's Dream Gold Mining Com-

pany ........... . ................. . 
Assay material ... ... ... . .. '" 
Insurance ................. ' ....... .. 
Office expenses ... ." .. . . .. ... ... . .. 
Miscellaneous expenses 
Refund of royalties ................. . 

£ s. d. 
229 10 0 

32 10 0 
802 12 8 

8 9 0 

500 0 0 
13 11 9 

9 18 0 
1 0 0 
3 14 0 
4 13 6 

£1.605 19 11 

RRCILPTS. 

Royal ty paid by t r ibutors 
Assay fees .......... . 
Sale of chemicals .. . 
Sale of materials .. . 
Interest on loaDS .. . 
Refund of expenses ... ... . .. 
Refund of salary .. ' ... . .. 

£ 
137 

19 

s. d. 
2 2 
1 10 

15 6 4 
o 
4 

7 1.0 
55 18 
039 
9 13 7 

Grant from Commonwealth Government nnder 
" The Precious MetAls Prospecting Act, 1926 " 1,(X)() 0 0 

£1,254 15 2 
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£ •. d. 
73 0 0 

207 0 0 
75 10 0 
37 10 0 
15 0 0 
626 

97 10 0 

£511 12 6 
195 18 1 

£707 10 7 

pector of Explosives. 

Mines. 

1926. 

£ s. d. 
229 10 0 

I. 32 10 0 
. III. ... 802 12 8 
...... , .. S 9 6 

ling Com-
500 0 O 

13 11 9 
9 18 0 
1 0 6 
314 0 
4 13 6 

£1.605 19 11 

£ s. d. 
13i 2 2 

19 1 10 
15 6 4 
710 0 

65 18 4. 
0 3 9 
9 13 7 

.ent nnder 
let, 1926" 1,000 0 0 

£1,254 15 2 
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MOUNT CAMERUN WATER-RACE REPORT FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 1920. 

Gladstone, 
Manager's O!lice . . FeLrunry 24, 192i. 

1 m~G to submit my annual report relative to the working 
(If the race for the yenr ended the 31st December, 1926. 

llace.-It was found necessar,f to clean and scrub races 
to convey water to Higgs' !lnd Kerrison's claim flt a cost of 
£29 Is. 'Portions of the race will need to be cleaned and 
scrubbed during next summer. 

Pluming3 a11(/ Syphons.-'J'he j1'ly-by-Night syphon has 
given trouble, some of the pipes having come apart, nnd 
!Jands have had to be put round them. 'l'he iron fluming 
across the Ch um Creek is becoming the worse for wear 
and some of the timber on stlme will haye to be replaced 
during the current year. 

Genpral.-The inter ior of th~ manager's residence has 
heen painted. Spouting and downpipe attached to Chan-
nel-keeper Keegan's cottngt:'. New gate put in race near 
No. 2 Government dam. Three new gauge-boxes (two 
large and one small) have been purchased, and are in use. 

1 have, &'c., 

n. SHTRLDS, Mann~er. 

A . McI NTOS H RElI) Dil'ector of Mines, Tfobnrt . 

llevemu.-The revelllie £01' the vear amounted to £1615 
Os. 3d ., nn increa<;c of £522 3s. 5e'l. on the previous year. 

i'J'l'p e:ndihl'fe. - The expenditure runounted to £8140"s. 7d., 
being a decrease of £193 16s. 4d on that of the previous 
year. 

Stutistics.-The statistics for the year are IlS foHow:­
Average number of claims supplied pel' 

week .......... .. . " ........... . 
Greatest number supplied in anyone week 
'rota] number of sluiooheads supplied­

Under royalty scale ...... 
Under fixed Or cash scale 

Total... ... ... ... ... 

Tin ore raised-
Under fixed 1)cale- 38 tons 10 cwt. 

13 
17 

1,368 
959 11 / 12 

2,327 11 / 12 

Undel' royalty sca10-17 ton ') 11 c\\'t. 1 qr. 16 lb. 
Total- 56 tons 1 cwt. 1 qr. 16 lb. 
A"erage number of men employed, per week, 24-. 

Rereipts.-
£ s. d. 

'Vater sold under fixed scale ... ... .. 80s 9 10 
Water sold under royalty scale ... 791 7 10 
Water sold for domestic a nd sanitary pur-

Saf:~ ·~id··~~ te~i·ai " .. :··.:"· .::' .~~. ::: 
... 
... 

Surplus unaccounted for ... ... . .. ... 

Ezpellditure.-

Salaries and wages ................ . 
Travelling ex~nses ... ... . .. ..... .. 
Gauge boxes (3) ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
Insurance ..... ......... . 
Riding saddle and bridle .......... .. 
Painting and repairs to cottallte8 .. . 
Tar for syphons .. , ................ .. 
Stationery ...... ,. ............... . 
Repairs to race ... . .................. .. 
Refund ... .......................... . 
Miscellaneous ............ . ......... .. 

10 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 2 7 

£1,615 0 3 

£ s. d. 
716 16 10 
16 15 0 
26 9 6 

6 12 1 
610 0 
5 10 0 
3 11 0 
5 19 9 

14 11 ( 
1 6 10 
9 18 3 

£814 0 7 

Paid to the public debt sinking fuud for the year ended 
30th June, 1926 (including moiety of rents of mineral 
lands 8en-cd by the race, £'3 15s.) ...... £270 Is. lOd. 

lllliniall .--The registered rainfall for the year was as fol-
lo\\'s :- . 

Great Mussel R oe intake ... 
J ... ittle MusseJ Roe intake . .. 

ro. 
26 
26 

Ph. 
51 
12 

The manager's r eport for the working of the race for 
the year is attached. 

Mount Ca1neron TVater-1'ace.- The control of the Mount 
Cameron 'Vater-race has been vested in a board since it 
was purchased from thA Mount Cameron Hydrnulic Tin­
mining Company in 1887. By an Act of Parliament 
which re('e ived the Royal Assent on the 29th November~ 
1926, the board was abolished, and the management an<! 
control of the race vested in the Minister. 

NOTES ON REPORT 
LOW 

BY C. 
ROCKY 

HOWARD 
POINT AND 

ON THE COUNTRY 
FiTZGERALD. 

BETWEEN 

Mr. Howard accompanied Mr. P. n. Nyc, GoverJlment 
Geologist, a~ field assistant . con an expedition to the 
(·ountr.v in the neighbourhood of Low Rocky Point, 'Vest 
Coast. The other members of the pa rty travelled by boat. 
Howard, on the return journey, tr:welled overland alone. 
The report of his trip, illipr alia, is as follows:-

No doubt prospecting has been performed in this district 
!\t long illtOl'v::ds, especially along the coast line, but infor­
Illation is ven' meagre with respect LO the country between 
t he nearest settlement (Fitzgerald) and Low Rock;V. That 
fnct was the cause of my decision to Qoxplore the Jnterven­
in~ country. 

The first day out I reached Little Rocky River , which 
lends from a. southern spur of Lawson Range called R eview 
Hill, Next da.y, after a first effort fai1ure. I reached the 
summi t of Lawson Range, which is extensive. and, on its 
eastern slope, precipitous. The following day I walked 
in the direction of Counselor Prospecting R ange in expecta­
tion of finding Hales' Crossing of Hardwood River, but 
later realised that I would have to follow the range south­
ward in order to find any easy descent, not into the Hard­
wood but into Giblin River Valley. Giblin River is 
fring~d with an almost impenetrable tangle of tea-tree and 
bfHlern , and its flood-plain is very boggy, wide , and long. 

Having flrr-ived nt the foothills of a. belt of broken COU Il­
try , between Counsel and Lawson R ane;eB, I saw the pegged 
line of Moore's track. It appeared to me that Moore had 
skirted the Hat country and had crossed the headwaters of 
Giblin Ri,"er at much easier points. J continued my jour­
Iley through the broken country in a. northerly direction, 
aHd late in the dny reached th(' hills overlooking Hard­
wood Valley, with its barren broken spars of schist on one 
sic\e and its wooded ridges on the other. 1 had come out 
near View Hill , which I could have reached in a much 
easier way by going around the northern bend of Lawson 
Range. I was pleased to find the pegged line of Hales' 
track on the floor of Hardwood Valley, which I followed 
southward until I lost sight of them. 

Continuing my southward journey towards a sharp bend 
in t he river I found the old crossing of Jones and Hales. 
At this point the Hardwood River i8 60 feet wide deep, 
slow-flOWing, and its plain is subject to floods. 'Middle 
Ground plain is a large tract of open button-grass country 
lying between Hardwood and Davey Rivers. Davey River , 
at the point of crossing, is fringed with Huon pine which, 
T venture to say, will be found in extensive forests ~ear the 
headwaters. Next day I left the eastern bank of the river, 
and cl'Ossed sever n.l minor tributaries before renching 
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Doherty 's Ground . Keeping Cinder Hill to t ho souih, T 
crossed two large tributaries of Davey River, which arc 30 
to 40 feet whle and fast. fl ow in ~. I t hen followed t he 
long spur lend ing to .Jones' Pass 1800 feet above sen-leve l. 
As the puss appeared to he thickly clothed with scrub , I 
first n.t tempted to find a way alon~ the steep slopes of Moun t 
Giblin, hut finding it too Tough I returned to t he pass, and 
after some time came to a bla :r.ed trail lending towards 
Huon Plains. Th is I followed some distance, then con­
tinuing on the northe rn side of M.ount Giblin , and noticing 
Scott Peak directly in front dec ided to camp. (Before 
proceeding with this account I should like to state that 
an isolated hili' H miles long a nd 600 feet high, guards 
the mouth of ones' Pass As th is ' is a prominent land­
mark I · named it Sentinel Hill. '1'he scrnb through the 
pass ('ontnins a large propor t ion of pine.) I followed a 
spur off Frankland R ange to Huon Pl ains, passing several 
small Inkes on the way, and ult ima te ly reached the track 
leading from Port Davey to t hp. b"mth Gordon track, about 
8 mi les away. 

Observations made on t he overland trip lead me to believe 
that the possibilities of finding mineral deposits of com­
mercial value are decidedlv good . 

To open this country well-designed t racks are first essen­
tia ls, but not for the ca rr iage of provisions to the far 
western areas, because the cost is prohibitive. The sea­
route is the only economical way at presen t to those pnr ts. 

As regards the geological formations of the coun try 
traversed, the following r emarks are submitted: -

Over Li ttle Rocky River crossi ng is a 20-chain wide belt 
of granite (probably of O"dovic ian porpl1yroid seri es), suc­
oeeded by slates, quartzite slates, and schists. Lawson 
range is composed of quartzite and coarse conglomerate 
from Giblin Valley, which is occu!1ied hy IWhist~. quartl'6ite, 
stained red , and continues to Hardwood Valley ; an erosion 
ch:mnel is fossiliferous limestone. /fhe country between 
Hardwood Valley and Frankland R ange is composed of 
schists, quartz, a.nd mica. varieties. Orossin,g Doherty's 
Ground is a band of slate, succeeded by a l11gh ridge of 
sandstone veined with quartz . The spur leading to .lones' 
Pass is quartzite which continues to the southern fall of 
Mount 'Yed~e. itere occur conglomerate, sandstone, purple 
'Schists , limestone and a black undermined rock. It is 
'lot busalt. It ~'ould not surprise me if this was a par­
ticular mineral belt similar to Adamsfield. The country 
is worthy of careful attention. 

Taking for granted that tracks are going to be put down 
and will be used in future I would like to suggest a track 
that would enable prospec'ting to be carried out properly 
in the tract of country first mentioned. The Tyenna 
track to the South Gordon and Davey junction could be 
utilised and the Davey track t o a point opposite South 
Peak. ' Part of this track .is in a very bnd state and part 
of it is very good . The question of a ]2!oper crossing at 
the Huon would h ave to be gone into. Horses, if properly 
handled are good swimmers, and a wire rope and cage 
would s~ffice for men and stores. Timber is plentiful in 
this locality. A good hut could be erected for a small 
amount, n~d would indeed he welcome. 

• 

'furning off into H ales' ex-ploration survey the new 
tr ,lck to be eontinlled to View Hill , west of the 'Frankland 
R 'l-nge. In this stretch the scru b leading throu~h Jones' 
Pass is bad, but the slope is good. The highest POlllt would 
1Je 18CXl feet. Drop pi nu; down on its western side the 
slopes are fai rl y steep, hut by continuing along; the t op 
of t he spur the going would not be bad. Continuing 
along the first branch of Davey the grade is good. This 
hranch wou ld not be difficult to cross at the worst of 
t!me,; t hese branches ri sc rnpidly and fall likewise. Con­
tmutng, the track would cross Doherty's Ground :lnd then 
no second tributary of the Davey, 'The track ' crosses a 
high bulton-grass ridge, but by keeping towards its southern 
end a good grade could be got, Going down its western 
side the track crosses a am all creek , and n litt le furth er 
on the Davey River. Provis ion £Or crossi ng th is ri ver 
would also have to be made, and as there is fine t imber 
he,e n hu t ('QuId be built. The tmck crosses t he middle 
ground, which is fairly fl at, and crosses the Hardwood 
R iver. The hn nks of this river nre about six to eight feet 
h ilrh , hut not difficult for horses. The track would then 
{·roOls. the H :l rd wood yalle~' to foot of broken country, and 
contlll ued north hugglllg t hese spurs crossing four branciles 
of the R 'l rdwood (which are not difficul t), and would cOllle 
on to the saddle between the hend of the Olga and Hard­
wood , This mnin track could be taken rip:ht to Moore's 
T,anding on the Gordon River which appeared to be from 
View Hill a conti nuous vn llev. This t rack would tan a 
large scope of cnuntrv all t ho' way, hut there still remn ins 
the country further west. View Hill must be the junction 
or a track leading to it, T would suggest t hat the su m-
mi t be followed along J"ones' track bearing a dista nce of 
seven or ei~ht miles t hrough huttongrnss broken country 
h\1t not. difficult, to I,' re(lel'ick Hill . Crossi ng over thi~ 
down on to n. branch of the M ainwaring River lying in 
hetween Frederi(·k Hill and Moore's Look-out 'and the 
sou t horn end of Lyons' R nnae. Following the southern 
hank of this tr ibutary 2-1- miles, the track would come in 
('on tact with Moore's survey. Foll.owin~ this. the track 
would croSs the headwaters of the Malllwn rJll ~ River. Easy 
crossin~ ca n be got, and t he coun try is very open and 
not difficult. 

Continuing f\long this survey of 'Moore's to the head­
waters of the \Yandercr R iver the country is more difficult 
hut nob bad. My knowledge of t he country north ends 
here, but from a heigh t does not look bad right through 
to Birch 's Inlet. This would give prospectors a chance 
to prospect n large tract of country in this locality. Until 
t racks are put into these inaccessible parts they must 
remain unknown . The track that I have tried to sketch 
out is practically the result of the efforts of four men's 
work- M arsden , Hales, .Tonell, and Moore. 

Money has heen spent on Marsden's track, which was for 
I)a.cking . The others appears to be only surveys bu t I 
h:we used them in outlinIn g f\ main t rack and bran'ch that 
would , when completed, open up n tremendous scope of 
country for prospecting . And one important find would 
repny the cost . 

Jon!" VAil. , 
GOVERNMENT rRl~"': K. , "AS)JA~I" , 


