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The valley of the South Esk, however, is a mature one,
and the river plain must hold a great deal of gold in the
aggregate. Nevertheless as it is so broad, the metal is no
doubt rather sparsely scattered through the alluvial,
and it will probably be difficult to locate concentrations,
Dan’s Rivulet and the Mathinna streams have been feeders
to this ground, but the area is so wide that the sporadic
trials, which have been made from time to time, have not
furnished any decisive criteria for judging the value of the
deposits ; besides, operations have been considerably impeded
by the land in this valley being privately owned.



IV.—CONCLUSION.

The result of the preceding examination may be described
as being on the whole encouraging. The deplorable state
into which this mining field has been allowed fo lapse is
being steadily improved by a few determined workers, who
have found money and labour for operating on hitherto
unworked reefs.

The New Jubilee owners are proving new ground and pre-
paring for permanent work at their mine. As explained in
this report, their success will greatly depend upon fthe
behavionr of the shoot in the vicinity of the slide. If the
gold-bearing shoot runs back from the slide for any fair
distance, the outlook will be good. This can only be proved
by driving south from the slide. The New Golden Gate
workers are developing a branch of Loane’s reef, which is
very promising. More work is necessary to establish
whether this branch is a permanent offshoot or only a com-
ponent of the principal reef itself. Meanwhile its exten-
sion is being proved to the greatest depth at present possible.
Messrs. Reece and Lawson at the Caledonian mine have
been proving the reefs on that property with some degree of
success, but their operations are sadly limited by difficult
working conditions and want of means for deep work, which
is absolutely necessary for working that ground. The same
remark applies to the prospecting on the Boys ground, which
has recently been carried on by Messrs. Kitto and Thurley.
The Golden Stairs property is being held with a view of
proving the ground east of the main shaft, which is in the
Gate slate belt and was not traversed by any of the under-
ground workings. This task is a perfectly legitimate enter-
prise. Since the writer's inspection of the field, prospecting
operations have started on the ridge behind the township,
where gold prospects have been obtained. At the extreme
south end of the field, the Mountaineer property, though
held, is idle. Although some good gold was got here in the
past (Mr. Clark states that he crushed 100 tons of one-
ounce stone, and Mr. Turner says he got a return of 35 dwt.
per ton) the conditions are pecualiar, the mine being practi-
cally worked toa dead end against a slide, and no further
good work can be done without sinking. The slide here, as
in so many mines in this field, seems to be the factor con-
trolling the deposition of metal.

For some time to come, gold mining will probably possess
greater attractions than mining for base metals with their
fluctuating markets ; and there seems no good reason why
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the Mathinna field should not experience a revival to some
extent. In view of the properties on which deeper work is
warranted, it is perhaps not too much to expect that some
attention will be paid to its possibilities in the near future.
In time, no doubt, a strong combination will be found pre-
pared to give the Gate reef a thorough trial at and below the
present deep workings. Meantime substantial benefit is
being derived by the district from the operations of the
mining syndicates who are keeping the field alive.

W. H. TWELVETREES,

Government Geologist.

Launceston, 30th September, 1914,
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PLATE 1I

\ PLAN OF
THE GOLDEN STAIRS GOLD MINE

From J. M. Potter's Survey. 1893
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1400 ac.

Lot 27
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