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PROGRESS OF THE MINERAL INDUSTRY 
OF TASMANIA 

FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 31sT MARCH, 1901. 

• 
Launceston, 16tft llIay, 1901. 

, TREJfollowing Table shows, so far as can be ascertained, the 
quantitIes and values of Metals and Minerals raised and exported 
during the Quarter ending 31st March 1901, compared with 
the corresponding Quarter in 1900, and the previous Quarter 
ending 31st December, 1900:-
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TOTAl. VALUB .......... 

During the DUI'jng the I During the 
Quarter emling Quat'tel' ending Quarter ending. 

31st Mal'. , 19<.11. :lIst Mar., 1900. 31st Dec., 1900. 

Quantity, Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
--- --- ._- ---------

£ £ £ 
1<1,443 46,661 1l,726i 43,974 15,071! 66,518 

i>3 1255 120 497 58} 873 
2291 39,120 2.>321 30,940 4462 72,332 
2257/, 209,9.58 19"61 178,316 2457i 228,098 
3650 50,049 10 159 4041 I 61,831 

... . .. 1366 1366 6,')~ 2132 
3396 2716 11,284 9u27 12,356 10,502 

208 7:l80 340! 13,087 ... ... 
2; 121 2 69 10 500 

... ... 2 30 ... ... 
435t 52,617 474! 62,681 58,)! 73,015 
... ... :!4f 1056 31 88 
36' 37 51 40 22 2'2 • 15 79 ... ... 20 86 

I 10 ... ... 5 12.'> 
--------------------

... £ 409,803 .. . £ 341,242 ... £ 006,122 
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GOLD. 

During the past quarter 8572 ounces of gold were obtained 
from quartz, 202 ounces from alluvial, and 3669 ounces by 
means of the cyanide and chlorination processes, valued at 
46,661. 

The following Table shows the quant.ities obtained from the 
va.rious sources on the different fields during the period under 
review, together with the totals for the corresponding period of 
1900, and the previous Quarter ending 31st December, 1900:-. 

Gold obtained during the Quarter Totals Totals for 
ending 31st Marcil, lOOt- corres· Quat'ter 

Cyanide & 
ponding ending 

Quartz. Allu'Ylal. Chlorlna· TOTAL. Quarter, 31 Dec., 
tlon. 1900. 1900. 

--
o'-S. OU. OZS. ozs. ozs. ozs. 

Bettconsfield ............... 5776 ... 2733 8509 6737 6507 
Mathinna .................... 258~ ... 714 3297 41201 6962 
Mount Victoria, 'Vtt.rren-

tinna, &c. . ............ .. 36 80 ... 116 31 488 
Lefroy ...................... 29 ... 222 251 603 178 
Lisle lmd Golconda. ....... ... 100 ... 100 150 229 
Mangano., Fi~l, &C .. ,_ 1<8 ... ... 148 9 689. 
We!t Coast, iddlesex, 

&c .......................... ... 22 ... 22 76 18 
----------

TOTALS ... ....... .... . 8572 202 3669 12,4"3 . .. . .. 

TOT A.LB for corresponding 
Quarter, 1900 ............ 68441 383 4499 ... 11,726. .. . 

TOTALS for Quarter end-
ing 31st Dec., 1900 ... 10,52" 2451 4802 . .. . .. 15,0711 

BEACONSFIELD.-At the Tasmania Mine, during the quarter 
ending 31st March, 6050 tons of quartz were crushed for 5776 

, ozs. 9 dwts. gold; 2783 ozs. 13 dwts. gold were obtained by 
chlorine, making a total of 8559 ozs. 22 dwts;·· ·· ·From the for­
mation of the company, 428,735 tons of quartz bave been 
·crushed for 511,896 ozs. 14 dwts. 5 grs. gold. The dividends 
distributed since the commencement of the company amount to 
1£139,071 158. A crosscut N. for the reef has been opened 
out north at a depth of 1000 feet in the new shaft. 

The Moonlight-cum-Wonder mine has received a further 
grant of £500 from the Government to assist with. the sinking , 
of the main shaft. From this shait deep crosscuts will be driven 
to intersect tliereefs. Thtl total subsidy granted to the company _. 
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for shaft-sinking, DOW amounts to £1000, and for crosscutting 
below 600 feet, £500. The shaft was down 708 feet at the end 
of March. The south crosscut was extended to 52 feet at that 
date. 

LEF Ro¥.-Exploratory work at the New Pinafore has heen 
continned at the 1200-feet level without payahle results, '0 far. 
The footwall in the western drive on No.3 reef carries small 
bunches of likely-looking stone. Surface prospecting has also 
heen carried on, and a north hranch of Chums reef heen 'toped 
on at 40 feet, yielding a little gold from numerous small veins of 
stone. White Pinafore has an average width of stone 2 feet at 
No.3 level, 272 feet from surface. At No. I level the stone 
was only 6 inches; at No.2, 200 feet from surface, it averaged 
12 inches; at No.3 it was cut 2 feet 6 inche. in width, 15 inches 
of which were carrying gold. This shoot cut out and a new 
make of clean stone has now come in, not yet pa.yable, but show­
ing every indication. By surface prospectmg, gold has been 
traced for 200 feet east of main shaft. Prospecting shafts to 
the west of main shaft have al,o shown and produced gold on 
this property a, far west as within 50 feet of the westerri 
boundary. A small Launceston syndicate has initiated pros­
pecting near the old Industry at the Den. The party of cyanide 
workers at Sludge Creek has been engaged in sati.factorY 
operations. 

L1SI"E.-The transport of the dredging plant is going on by 
rail and road. The company has a considerable area of ground, 
which has heen tested by shallow shafts, with good results. Small 
parties have been working outside the company's boundaries, 
making good wages. 

GOLCONDA.-Small trial crusrungs from prospecting claina& 
have been made, and have proved encouraging. An attempt is 
being made to re-float the old Enterprise Mine. The yield; 
in former years reached £20,000 from a reef averaging 14 dwts. 
gold. This output was from above water-level. Capital is now 
sought to sink a main shaft and open out at a greater 
depth. 

MOUNT V ICTORIA.--The Alberton Company's battery engine 
has been removed to the Royal Rubr Tin Mine near St. Helens. 
The Mercury Tribute has been raisrng stone, and crushed fl7 tons 
for 30 ozs. The Caxton is erecting a five-head battery. , 
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MATHlNNA.-At the New Golden Gate all the stapes bave 
given their usual quantities of dividend-paying stone. Tbe old 
City of Hobart has commenced working, Excavating bas been 
started for the new sbaft about 200 feet west of tbe old one. 
The N or til Gate shaft is to be sunk anvther 100 feet. 

Th. Volunteer is raising g-ood stone from a north and south lode 
cut at the 150-feet level. Cross-cutting at 350 feet for the east 
and west lode is also going on. Battery race is being snn'eyed, 
tenders are invited for erection of battery and cyanide plant. 
Tbe East Volunteer has purchased the Old Boy's leases north 
()f and adjoiniog the Volunteer, and it is intended to shift the 
machinery from Lefroy, renovate the sha.ft, and crosscut at the 
4oo-feet level. Tbe Mabel has crushed 22 tons for 38 ozs. 13 
dwls. gold. The West Golden Gate is drh·ing adit fro III the 
west side of the hill, and bas intersected th. first of tbe four 
reefs. Hickson's has ha.d a few small crushings, with "arious 
yields up to 1 oz. The stone bas been raised from the shallower 
levels. Thurley and Dimmock's is a new claim 3t miles X .E. of 
Mathinna, on tbe side of a small SpUl' running down to the South 
Esk. A north and south lode has been stripped fOl' a length of 
50 feet, and is now being sunk on at the nortb end. It averages 
20 inches in width, and shows gold freely. 

The Miami is driving the bottom level, with occasional colours 
()f gold. Good stone is being stoped above tbe 200-feet le\·el. 
The West n.liami has put through a crushing. 

MANGAN A.-At the Mangana Gold Reefs (New Soyereig-nl 
sinking to the 600-feet is still proceeding. At the Golden 
Entrance the main tunnel from the north is being dri ven. Good 
quality quartz has been 'toped and bagged hom No.2 shaft. 

FINGAL.-A parcel of 4lbs. 10 ozs. of quartz taken from tbe 
cap of • lode discovered on the Fillgal Reefs has been crushed 
and treated, returning- 11 ozs. 13 dwts. gold to the ton. The 
concentrated pyrites assayed at the rate of 8 oz.~. 13 dwt~. :3 grs. 
to the ton. 

"'V AltHENTDINA.-On Bayley 's leases nine men are employed 
sinking the shaft. Three other claims employ four mell. A 
trial crushing of 5* tons of quartz from a. claim called" Governor­
Gelleral " yielded 6 ozs. 2 dwts. gold. 

~ORTH-WEST COAsT.-The Bell ~10unt Company ho- been 
busily eDga~ed constructing its races, and a start will 800n be 
made to s]Ulce. 
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The Whyte River Company's dredge, which sa.,k some time 
ago, has been floated again, al}d the proprietors iniend to take it 
down below tbe junction of the Rocky and 'Whyte river •. 

WEST COAsT.-The King River Mine bas been let on tribute 
to a small Queenstown syndicate, and a ra.ce is being cut (a.bout 
a mile in length) preparatory to sluicing the ground en bloc. 
Dish prospects of the decomposed rock ha.e been good. 

At Harris' Reward 20 tons of quartz have been crushed for 
200zs. 12 dwts. gold. This was derived from the prospecting 
winze. Drh'ing from the main shaft 80 feet deep will be 
resumed when the pumping machinery is erected, after completion 
of the bridge o,'er the King River. 

The Queen Rh'er Gold Dredging Company has successfully 
lallJ1chea its pontoon, and the erection of the machinery is pro­
ceeding apace. The dredge is ex pectcl to be at work shortly. 
Prospects taken from various parts of the claim have gi \'en good 
results. 

The Mount Black Proprietary Company has decided to 
ascertain defi nitely the value of the mine, and the best means of 
treating the ore, before it proceeds further with opening up the 
lode. . 

TI~. 
The Mount Bischoif West Company reports that it has tin­

stone in sight above No.3 tunnel, of the value of £25,433, apart 
from its exten,ive alluvial deposits. The mill is to be worked 
by water-power, and is expected to treat 300 toni of ore per 
week. 

The dry season has materially res I ricted the outpnt of tin on 
the East Coast during the past quarter. 

At the Briseis Mine the removal of overburden has been con­
tinued, and good progress is being made with the race. 

The Pioneer Tin Mine is being skilfully handled. It has just 
completed nine miles of race (5 feet in bottom by 6 feet on top 
by 2 feet), laid a 2U-inch syphon-pipe 3000 feet across the 
Ringarooma Valley, and a pressure-pipe column 2600 Ieet long, 
1600 feet being 26 inches diameter, and the remainder 20 inches. 
During the quarter about 40,000 cubic yards of drift have been 
pumped, and about 30 tons of tin ore produced. During the last 
seven months 62 tons of tin ore have been produced from 90,000 
cubic yards of dirt. Machinery for the centrifugal dredging 
plant is now arriving. In addition to thi::;, an hydraulic eleva.tor, 
the largest in Tasmania, is being put down, which will take 20 
cubic feet of water per second. 
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The Scotia alluvial mine a.t Gladstone is coming to the front. 
It consists of a terra.ce of wash north of the Ringarooma River, 
and at one time returned a good quantity of t,in are, but, becoming 
poor, was comparatively neglected uutillately, wh(>o a good run 
of orc was found heading straight for the deep ground to the 
north. The ground ahead of the face is being tested by bores. 
An improved tail-race is being constructed, which will be shorter 
than the present one, a.nd gi,'c greater depth in the face. 

At the Crystal Hill, at Lottah, prospEcting is going on well, 
and a large formation of tin-bearing stone being exposed. 
Samples from nine cuttings, for about 30 chains, have bulked 2t 
per cent. The 801bs. of samples are reported to be a fair 
average of stone exposed. 

At Mount Rex Mine the crosscuts in the No.2 level are open­
ing out well and exposing good stonc. rl'he work in conllcctioll 
with the battel'Y is being puslled forward. The large dam is 
over 30 ft. fLOlli the bottom of the foundation. Th. ironwork for 
calcining-furnace has been recei,"ed. The mine now possesses a. 
20-head battery, with stampers of 950 Ibs., jiggs, classifier, and 
slime-tanks for first treatment of the ore; jiggs and classifiers for 
the second treatment after calcining. The main shaft is 8unk 
east of the ore-body to a depth of I 50 feet, which gives S~ feet 
of hacks from No. 2 level to the floor of the chamber No. I 
level. The chamber, with the exception of a large central 
pillar, has been worked 70 feet every way, and 4000 tons of stone 
have been crushed from it, ~iving 251 tons tin are. TheOl"e has 
been proved down to :II o. 2 level by a willze from No.1. Highly 
payable stone has lately been str.,ck in No. I tunnel. 

At the Australian a considerablc (luantity of overburden has 
been removed. Both faces are looking well, but water is scarce. 

WE~'l' COAs'l'.-At Heemskirk Dwyer's tribute, 011 the 
Federation 'fin Mining Company's western lease, has been 
doing well, having won a l'eturll of £783 6s. 2d. from 720 tons 
lode-stutt" treated at the company's battery. 

From the Renison Ben Tin Mine a parcel of 5 tons ore-stuff 
has been treated in Melbourne with satisfactory results. This 
parcel comprised ore from the face at river, from the railway­
cutting, and from the Iron Blow. Some interest has been 
recently ta.ken to neighbouring sections also traversed by 
tin-lodes. 

NORTH-WEST COAsT.-The Shepherd and Murphy Mine 
has raised about 100 tons of ore during the past quarter, but the 
milling has been delayed by scarcity of water. The mine 
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·employs 13 men, but the creek does not contain enough water 
ill summer to drive the mill. A r.ce has been surveyed from 
-the Weaning Paddock Creek to bring in an adequate supply. 

SILVER. 

WEST COAsT.-The quantity of silver-lead ore raised b{ the 
Zeehan mines this quarter is much under the output 0 the 
previous threc months: but the decrease is belicved to be due to 
only temporary causes. The output of the principal mines was 
as follows:-

British Zeehan ........... . ... . 
z,eeh&n-l't{olllall •...... , .......• 
'Vestern ........................ . 
Mount Reid .................. . 
Comet ..•...•..................... 
Silver Ki.g .................... . 
Silver Queen ................. .. 

1047 tons, net value £16,891 
846 n " 12,571 
586" " 6000 
734,. " 4:800 
330" ., 2600 
325" " 24:97 
254:" " 1896 

The usual steady productive and developmental work has been 
-carried on at a.ll the above mines during the quarter. 

Thc Hritish·Zeehan still employs 120 miners, and there are 
besides about 45 tributors workmg on various parts of the com­
pany's leases. The company in tbe quarter produced 522 tons of 
first class ore and 1441 tons of second class, which, on treatment 
by concentration, produced 260 tons of concentrates, making a. 
total of 782 tons of saleable ore, containing 87,2330zs. silver, 
and 494 tons of lead, of a net value of £13,797. The tributors 
raised 235 tons of firsts and 144 tons of seconds, which, on treat­
.ment, produced 30 tons of concentrates, making a tot.1 of 265 
tons of saloable ore, containing 19,871 ozs. silver and 162 tons 
Jead, of a net value of £30901. 

At tbe Montana 4294 tons of second class ore were treated by 
:tbe concentrators, producing 448 tons of saleable ore, containing 
35,5860zs. silver and 782 tons of lead, of a gross value of 
£7850. 398 tons of firsklass ore were raised, containing 
41,1440zs. sil ver and 258 tons of lead, of a gross value of 
£8549. The mine employs about 200 men. The main shaft is 
being sunk from the 400 ft. or No.4 level. 

The Western Consolidated has, during the quarter, continued 
developmental work, and has employed, on an average, about 24 
men. Nine tons of ore, assaying 55 ozs. silver, 60 per cent. 
lead, and 2 per cent. copper per ton, were sent from the mine, 
·the gross value of which is ahout £14 per ton. Work has been 
principally confined to sinking No.5 shaft. Driving north and 
south on the course of the lode, and stoping, will soon be started. 
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The main trihute on the Silver Queen ceased work towards 
the end of the quarter, and, save for a few small trihute parties, 
the mine is practically idle again. During- the quarter an a,verage 
of 100 men were employed. 254 tons of ore were raised, con­
taining 12,837 ozs. silver and 122 tons of lead, of a net value of 
of £1896. 

The Colonel North mine has continued sinking the main shaft, 
and the tributors on the Spray lode have started a low tunnel to ­
intersect the lode below the oxidised zone. Only 3t tons of ore, 
assaying 47b ozs. silver, 55t per cent. lead per ton, and worth 
£46, were sent away during the quarter. Twenty men were 
employed, on the &overage. 

The tributors on the Silver King sent to the Tasma.nian 
Sme1ting Company during the quarter 325 tons of ore, contain­
ing 9790 0". silver and 164 tons of lead, realising £2497. In 
addition, 500 tons of second class ore was raised and stacked at 
the mine, awaiting treatment. The concentrators at Fahey's 
tribute have been run with satisfactory results. Sioking is to be 
resumed from the No.3 or 2,, 0 ft. level. 

Good milling ore is being won from the Bell, where a hopper, 
witb a capacity of 200 tons, is in course of erection. 

The Oonah, owing to non-success at No. 6 level, is now on 
tribute. Eleven parties of tributors are at work. 

I t is anticipated that Section 3604, formerly the King Ex-­
tended. will shortly be floated with a good working capital. 

The Western mine has, during the half-year to 31st March, 
raised 12,570 tons, of which 422 tons were firsts and the balance­
second~, from which 804 tons of concentrates were obtained,. 
containing, by mine assays, 400 tons of lead and 63,341 ozs. silver, 
being one ton of concentrates from 15'1 tons of ore. The 
working costs have averaged £1 128. 3d. per ton of ore, includ­
ing delivery of the marketable ore to Zeehan. This mine has 
produced since its commencement 37,000 tons marketable silver­
lead ore, containing by assay 3,599,344 ozs. silver and 19,717 
tons lead, of a total net value of £466,659 lOs There has been 
a decrease this half-year ill the output of marketahle ore by 439 
tons, but an improvement is hoped for in the coming half-year. 
The ore reserve at the main shaft remains the same, and the fact 
that some first class ore was met with at No.8 level increases 
the likelihood of good ore heing found at depth. Good stoping 
ground is expected to be opened up above No. 5 level. The­
general manager re~orts that over 16.000 tons of good ore still 
remains at Simson s shaft, and the output from that part is 
steadily increasing. The stopes are in good condition, and a 
little improvement in the metal market (of which signs are 
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noticeable) will revive the prospects of this mine, .. mch 
the directors state has paid £102,000, or 34s. per share, in 
dividends, and has expended further, about £375,000, of which 
over £253,000 was paid 8S wages. without. until no,,", making 
any call on its shareholders. 

The South Comstock Mine has been purchased by an English 
syndicate. The Comstock Tribute Association has been carry­
ing on work at the Comstock. The intention of the G O\'ern­
ment to establish tramway connection with the Comstock district 
bas bad the effect of directing attention to this field. The Tenth 
L egion to the 30tb March had advanced its tunnel into the 
ma_gnetite formation 44ft. 

Tbe Tasmanian Smelting Company has been given a two 
months' option to purchase the Mariposa section., and has pnt on 
about a dozen men to open up and test the nlue of the lodes. 

At Dundas the Comet sent away for the quarter 330 tons of 
ore of a gross value of £12 15s. 6d. per ton. The total con­
tents were 13,860 ozs. silver and li8 tons of lead. The mine 
employs an average of 63 men. No mine, other than the Comet, 
in the vicinity of Dundas is doing much work, though there are 
a fair numher of men prospecting in various parts of the district. 
The Tasmanian Smeltmg Company has acquired the trihute of 
the Great South Comet, recently held by Waters and party. 
Some claims at the Carbine HilJ are coming into prominence, 
viz., Quinn's, Lue8!', and Hodge's sections, where lodes of galena 
and fahl ore were uncovered some years ago, and are now 
receiving attention again. The Fahl Ore Company has decided 
to suspend operations for the winter months. 

The Svengali Silver Mining Company recently sent a parcel 
of 2 tons 3 cwts. 2 qr •. 7 Ihs. argentifewus "opper ore to th .. 
Wallaroo Smeting Company of South Australia, and it returned 
6'4 per cent. of copper and 85 ozs. sil.er per ton, the total value 
of the parcel being £30 15s. 7d. 

At tbe Mount Reid Mine the principal work dODe has been 
the breaking out of the ore at the ""rious henches. The miDe 
sent to the Tasmanian Smelting Company during the quarter 
734 tons of ore, containing 290, ozs. gold, 16,210 ozs. si],.er, 93 
tons of lead, 5t tons copper, and 186 tons of zinc, the gross 
value of which is £13,879. The company employs about 32 
men. It is intended to drive a deep tunnel on the western sid e 
of the property to intersect the ore-body. 

NORTH-WESTERN DISTRICT.-At the Mt. Farrell Mine a 
lO-inch vein of galena was intersected in the No. 2 adit. This 
has been driven on north for 27 feet, and galena is now freely 
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disseminated through two feet of the formation. A little fahl 
ore is in some of it . . 

At the North Farrell Mine the last 100 tons sampled returned 
£16 lOs. por ton gross. Two hundred tons of firsts are now 
bagged, but, as it would take several months to pack this to the 
Pieman, the company has ceased stoping till its tramway is 

-completed. The survey of the route is nearly complete, and the 
rolling stock is expected s:hol'tly at J)evollp0d" \'fhere it will be 
stored until the line is ready to receive it. The concentrating 
ore cannot be profitably dealt with till dressing floors are 
erected. 

Magnet Silver 1I1ine.-For the half-year ending 28th Feb­
ruary, 624 tons of high-grade ore were raised and bagged, of 
which 566 tons were exported; gross value £6565. Since the 
start, 2648 tons of ore have been shipped to 28th February, 
containing 233,880 ozs. of silver, 593 tons lead, approximately, 
300 ozs. gold, and 725 tons of iL'on and manganese oxides; 
gross value, £31,285. The mining manager estimates th~ quan­
tity of seconds at surface as over 11,000 tons. Dealing with 
the ore in sight as a whole, it is estimated tha.t the developments 
for the past half-year have added 4000 tons to the reserves, 
making a total of 64,000 tons to be raised upon tbe completion 
of the railway to '''amtah. This quantity is expected to realise 
£5 a ton gross, and to yield a good profit after paying mining, 
tl'RnSpOI't, and smelting costs. The shipments of first class ore 
for the half year contained from 85t to 89 ozs. silver, 22'1 to 
22'5 per Cent. lead, 4 to 9 gr •. gold per ton, and 30 per cent. 
excess of iron oxide. Shipments of the high grade ore have 
been suspended, it being more profitable to wait till the com­
pa.ny's tramway is ready to receive the entire output of the mine. 
A discovery of ore has been made, outcropping near the south 
boundary of the 20-acre block. It can be cut underl('round at a 
depth of 190 feet, the level of No.3. 

The North Magnet. tunnel has been driven 178 feet for the 
half year, a total vf 638 feet. The lode channel was intersected 
.at 630 feet, and driven upon south 87 feet. The drive shows a 
little galena, and is being continued south towards the A1:agnet 
1'line. fts extension in the Magnet property will constitute the 
No.5 ievel of that mine, giving 90 feet depth below the No.4. 

The Devon Silver Mine has, during the quarter, yielded 18 tons 
-of ore, which realised £258. This mine hIlS suffered much from 
difficulty of access. Owing to this it i. impossible to convey 
machinery to it, and the cost of packing out the ore to Sheffield 
amounts to about £5 per ton. It has, neverthelels, been sending 
·out regular shipments of ore since May, 1899. In all 172 ton! 
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have been shipped, realising £2153 lis. lid., excluding cost of 
packing, &c. The average assay value of the ore has been as 
follows :-Lead, 1)5'9 rer cent.; silver, 850zs. 10 dwlS. per ton; 
gold, 5 dlVts. 4 grs. per ton. 

COPPER 
)IOUNT LYELL MINE.-Nothing new has happened during 

the qll\\l:ter beyond cutting ore at No.7 level. A tcnder has 
been let for oinking a sh"ft fl'Om th e No.5 level. The Itoyal 
Tharsis has been acquired, and ",ill furnish the big mine with 
large quantities of fluxillg ore for years to come. It is under­
stood that ore-stuff win not be sent out until arrangements have 
been maue to do so without interierinj! with the tramway which 
carries the fluxes from the South Tbarsis. Some 1500 tons 
weekly arc being received at the furnace. from the North Lyell, 
Lyell Tharsis, and Lyell lllock.. The yield of blister copper 
for the quarter was as follows :-

O,·c. Blister Copper containing Copper. Silver. Gold. 
Tons. Tons. TOilS. Ozs. 07.8. 

57,156 2169 ,,2143 145,246 5579 
During the same period 20,21 ~ tons of plll'chased ore were 

tren.tcd. Th e company's timber-supply tramwn.ys have been 
consiuerably extcndeu; one especially, which l'uns out to Mount 
Huxley, and is now withiu a.bout It mil es of the .J uk es Consols 
~Illle, at the nonherl1 foot of ~1ount J likes. Large qua.ntities 
of pine are brought ill by this tramway for delivery to the eO In­

pany 's saw-mill. 

liT 01<'1'" M OUST L,' ELL AlI" E. - Over 300 men arc employed 
regularly, and great activitr prevail.. The No.2 ore-bench is 
producing very rich erubesClte ore. The hugc eastern ore-body 
has improved, and large quantities of orc al'e still being des­
patched from it to the Mount Lyell Company's smelters. At 
the bornite body a bench has been opened down to No. 3 level 
of the mine, and high-grade ore i. being broken and Eent to Kelly 
Basin for shipment. The branch Ii lie of railway from Linda 
Valley to Gormanston is nearly completed, and a start \VilI 
shortly be made with the erection of the station buildings. 1 t is 
-expected that the company wi11 complete its first nest of 
smelters during this year. The construction of the loop-line to 
connect with the new smelting site is being proceened with prior 
to the erection of the smelter •. 

MOUNT LTELJ~ BLOCKS.-l'his mine may now be classed as 
;the third of importance Oil the field, for it has out-distallced the 
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Lyell Tharsis, owing to the even richness of its ores. AU 
through the past quarter a steady output of about 50 tons per­
day has been maintained, the ore being worth 8 to 10 per cent. 
copper. The main shaft is down 240 feet. The plant, which is 
now nearly erected, is capable of working to a depth of at least 
1000 feet. The state of the road from the Gap to North Lyell 
is such that the company cannot get its ten-ton hoiler to the 
mine. though it has offered as much as £100 for the job. 

At the Lyell Tharsis steady work has been continued all 
through the quarter. Latterly, the mine has been showing an 
improvement, especially at the north end of the open cut. From 
the ,topes and open cuts from 50 to 100 tons have been 
de, patched daily to the Mount Lyell smelters. 

At the Crown Lyell t.he exploratory north-west driye at No. 
3 I","el is bein!! extended. and is now in 383 feet. It has been 
dl'ciuell to ('ro~:-cllt W. from this drive. 

At the Western Tharsis satisfactory exploratory work un a 
sma l1 scale is going on. 

The Anaconda tunnel, over 600 feet, has cut the so-called 
contact wall, and face shows schist with copper and iron pyrite~. 
A driye is t.o be pllt in off the tunnel in a southerly direc­
tion. 

Since the end of the quarter some seven or eight properties on 
the field have relinquished work, and others are carrying on 
operations with very few men. 

1IOI.:"T JUKES AND DARW,".-At the Jukes Proprietary 
steady driving is being continued, No.2 tunnel now being OYel~ 
500 feet in length. A copper formation has been struck, assaying 
about 5 per cent. copper. No.1 tunnel is also being continued,. 
a~d copper pyrites showing. Nine hands are employed on this 
mille. 

The .T ukes Consols Mine has driven a deep tunnel 140 feet,. 
and proved about 55 feet of ore-bearing country, in passing 
through which a 2-feet vein of rich ore was met with, having 
opened out at that depth (45 feet) from only I inch at surface. 
Average samples gave the following returns :-Copper; 16'37 
per cent.; silver, 0'95 oz. per ton; and gold, 0'02oz Another 
assay for copper only, gave 15'57 per cent. Samples of the 
surface ore assayed 11 per cent. coppel', 20zs. silver, 10dwts. gold 
per ton. 

At the .J ukes Comstock, the crosscut west in red felsite shows 
fair copper pyrites. On the ~astern formation the crosscut is 
also in felsite, with a little native copper: 8 men are employed 
on tI,e Comstock. 

j 
• 
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At Lake Jukes they are driving north from the adit, and the 
face of the drive is impregnated with copper glance and carbon­
... te: 8 men employed. 

At Mt. Darwin Proprieta,ry the tunnel is in 460 feet in quartz­
itic schist, and the south drive off-tunnel, 80 feet in same \!.chist: 
8 men are employed. 

110UNT READ.-The Hercules Company has delivered O\'or 
1000 tons gossan and sulphide ore to the order 6f the Smelting 
Company of Australia, Limited. Ou the first parcel of go;.an 
ore, z45 tons 6 cwts. 2 qrs. 17Ibs., the assay return was-sih'er, 
270zs. 17dwt •. Igr.; gold, lOdlVts. 199rs. ; lead, 6 pel' cent.; 
iron, 32'4 per cent.; manganese,8 per cent. Its silica per cent­
age was ~6·6. The net return was £989 lOs. 5d., after deducting 
all costs, excepting 6 •. 6d. railway carriage to Zeehan. The 
actual profit to the company is about £3 per ton. The first ship­
mentof sulphide ore was 137 tons llcwt8. 2qrs. 6lbs. net, nnd th6 
assay-silver, 240zs. 12dwts. 7grs.; gold, IOdwts. 1991's.; lead, 
14 per cent. j zinc, :H'6 per cent. This has given a clear return 
to the company, less the 6$.6d. railway ca.rriage and mining 
costs of £3704s. The shipments have demonstrated that 
this ore leaves a substantial margin of profit. The following 
Eartlcu\a.rs of the conditions of ore sales are of interest:­
Delivery of the ore ;s taken at Zeehan ; all the IIereule. Com­
pany has to do is to mine, ba.g, and to deliver to that town. The 
return ing charge 011 the gossan is 328. per ton, which comprises 
railway carriage to Burnie, freight .Burnie to Sydney, carriage 
Sydney to Dapto, and smelting charges. On the sulphide ot'e it 
is 52s. pel' ton. All the silver is paid for, the golclle .. 1 clwt .. the 
lead less half a unit for wet assa.y and 10 units for smelting loss, 
and £3 per ton for realisation charges Three-pence u unit is 
paid for excess of iron and mangancse' oxide. In this instance 
It amounted to 3a. 2d. per tOil: nn importaut factur. }""i\re units 
of water are allowed in the gOS:.'oIli. The peualty for y,inc is 9d. 
per unit over 10 pel' cent. in the snlphidic ores. Thb price or 
lead is regulated by the market mlue of Spanish soft lend. 

N ow that the demand has set in for 'he sulphide, the local 
Smelting Compa.ny is negotiating' fot" a large parcel. OCcftsion­
ally very rich ore is met witIl at this mine, the sulphide going 
up to 4 ozs. gold, [Lod the gOB.an as far a. 7 oz •. , hut the precious 
metal contents are very variable. 

Work is to be resllmed at No. 5 level in the copper-bearing zone. 
An ofler has been receivell on behalf of an English syndic,'te 

to erect large works for the treatment of the refractory zinc-lead 
ores up to an outlay of £50,000 on a half-profit basis. 
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COAL. 
During the quarter 3396 tons of coal were raised, against 

11,284 tons in the correlpondiug quarter of 1900. . 
Work was suspended for ten weeks at the Cornwall and 

Nicholas collieries consequent upon a. strike, but 1\ settlement has 
been arrived at recently, and the output resumed. Prior to the 
.trike at the Cornwall, work was carried on steadily, and the 
leading headings were driyen into a field of good coal, with little 
or no trou hIe in regard to faults. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
A,besto8.-The Australasian Company's Mine has shipped 36t 

tons durin~ the quarter. Prospecting has be ell carried on at 
various pomts in the Company's sections. 

Monazite.-Prospectillg is still continuing on M t. Stronach 
claim. 

Return showing the average number of men employed in or 
.. bout the mines during the quarter ending 31st March 
1901 :-

District. 

)J orth and South ....................... . 
Jrlorth-West .............. ,. ............. . 
1iorth-East ............ .... .............. . 
Btut ....................................... . 
WiSt ....................................... . 

European. 

872 
300 
434 
643 

3934 

6183 

Chinese. Total. 

872 
300 

130 564 
61 704 

3934 
----

191 6374 

Value of the mineral output per man employed, £64 58. 10td. 

The Dividends paid during the quarter were :-

From Copper Mines ..................... . 
" Gold Mines ......................... . 
" 11n Mines .......................... . 
n Silver Mines ....................... . 

L 
27,500 

7800 
21,000 
nil. 

8. d. 
o ft 
o 0 
o 0 

TOTA.L ...................... .. £56,300 ij 0 

JOHN TAIL, 
GO'lIRNM.BNT PRINTKR, TASMANIA. 


	Cover

