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PROGRESS OF TH~~ 

MINERAL INDUSTRY OF TASMANIA 
FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 81sT MARCH, 1004. 

Launceston, 
11th J un" 1904· 

THE following Table shows, as far as can be ascertained,. the quantities 
and values of Metal. and Minerals raised and expoTted during the 
quarter ending 31st March, 1904, compared with the corresponding 
quarter in 1903, and the previous quarter ending 31st December, 
1903:-

I During the During the During the 
~uart{'r ending Quarter t!luling Quarter ending I 31st March, loo4} 318t March, 1903. :l18t Deer., 1903. 

Qoan"tY'1 V.I"~ Quantity. Value, ,Quantity. Value. 
------

• £ .,~ £ 16,090'': 
£ 

Gold won ...................... OZ8. 14,2M·m 60,468 14,167'1 00.178 68,349 
Aurifel'oufl Quartz and 

Pyritel!l exported .......... tons 35 . 81(1 84 790 511 1096 
Gold Quartt exported .•. .•. 

" 61 223 13 21> ... ... 
StIver Ore exported .......... 

" 
40971 41,717 45451 '1:),434 38M! 41,412 

SUver·lead BullilJnexported 
" 

1694 42,!J70 20051 70,41P 1896f 58,130 
Zinc Ore exported ....... .. .. 

" 
.. ... 1021 300 1070 3284 

Zinc Blende exported ... ... 
" 

12U5 <IOOS 1 60 ... ... 
Bli8ter Copper exported .... 

" 17M! lOb,446t 755 35,_" 15M 92,580' 
Copper Matte exported .... 

" 
... ... lIH2 39,208 ... ... 

Copper f'xported 
" 

9 '94 ... 1601 11,288 
CoI'J>er Ore exported ....... 

" 261 155 ... ... .. . ... 
Tin Ore tixported ..... .. ...... 

" 481 2160 761 8464 9S1 2764 
Tin (metallic) exported .... 

" roO! 71,620 6161 66,738 668 7S,612 
Iron Ore exported .......... 

" ~4501 1738 310 310 26661 1597 
Coal raised ....... ....... ...... 

" 
11,873/u- 10,092 1O~'.14 , SS::2 0088 7721> 

Kaolin Ore ..... ................ 
" 

... ... 41 14 

TOT£L VALUB .......... ... £ 341,292 ... £ 13211,493 ...£ 366,751 

• Fine gold, including gold cootained in blister cappel' and .ilver-lead bullion. 
t Value of gold contentA deducted. 

B357 
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·GOLD. 

During the pao!, qua.rter 6169, "" .. of gold 'Were obtained from 
quartz, 243 ozs. from alluvial, 1196:/ oz •. by means of tha cyanide 
and chlorination processes, 5281 ozs. from blister oopper from the 
Mount Lyell Mining and Railway Company, Limited, 940t oz •. 
from the silver-lead bullion from the Tasmanian Smelting Com­
pany's Works, Zeehan, and l069! ozs. from the sulphide ores from 
Mount Read, valued at £60,468: . 

The following Table shows the quantities obtained from the 
various sources on the different fields during the period under 
review, together with the totals for the corresponding period of 
1903, and the previous quarter ending 31st December, 1903: -

• 
Totals 

Gold obtainedduringthe Quarter ending 3lat Mch., 1004. (0' 

Totals QuarteT 

e~ ~ 
... e i ~ .; corre8~ ending .a §~~ e~ :g;::g >10 ~l!! ~ ponding S18t 

~& " ~2;:; ';~8 ~~~ >&,:0 
TOTAL. 

Quarter, Dec., :;: !:its .';p:j ~ 1903. 1903. 
~ ----- -- --I- -- ---

• U. OU. ou. . ". ."'. ."'. 0%8 . 0" . OZ8. 

BeltColisticld 2355 12 535\ ... ... . .. 2902t 45181 4698 
lIathinuA. ... 3234 . .. 602 ... ... . .. a836 3043 4542 
Mt. Victoria I 601 12 72. 129 98 
WtA.rrel.tililltl \ ... ... . .. ... 
Lefroy ...... 403 . .. 59 . .. ... . .. 462 382 482 
Lisle ......... I 162 162 159 218 
Golco,.d&. ... \ 

... . .. ... . .. . .. 
MtA.II~n&. ••• 117 ... ... ... . .. . .. 117 14 4811 
Bell j 1ount. ... 12 ... ... . .. . .. 12 16 8 
MiddlestJx ... ... ... . , . ... . .. . .. ... . .. . .. 
West COtA.st. ... 45 . .. 5281 940 ! 10691 7336 6632, 693411 

---- --------------- ---- ---
TOTALS 6169, 248 1196\ 5281 940,1069. J4,9OO-1 ... ... 

Totals cor-
responding 
Quarter, 
1903 ......... 6129, 219! 1931 4896 653 1065 ... 14,894 . .. 

Total@. for 
Quarter 
endint 
3lst 00., 
1903 ......... 

1 
81891! 347 1623 4777 106211 980 ... ... 16,979 

Value £60,468 j equal to 14,235'379 OZ8. fine gold. 

BEACONSFIELD.-Four hundred and eleven men were employed in 
this district during the quarter. TwentY-Eix of these were pro­
spectors and tributors. 
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At the Tasm.ania Mine 3395 tons of quartz wore crushed, and 
2767t ozs. gold obtained (by amaJga.mation and chlorination), being 
a total under the old and new companies' of 511.,056 tons quartz 
crushed, and »82,461 ozs. 13 dwts. 17 grs. gold obtained. The new 
company .is busy enlarging Hart's shaft. 

North Tasmania }Jine.-Six-tributors crushed. 17 tons quartz, for 
51 ozs. gold. 

Tasman Ophir Mine.- -Twelve men were employed here, but 
productive work' has been stopped, pending the obtaining expert 
advice for future operations. 

LEFRoy.-Seventy-five men were employed, 43 of whom were at 
New Pina.fore. This company produced 190 ozs. gold. The total 
quantity of gold obtained from the beginning is 49,710 ozs. 16 dwts. 
21 grs., which reaJised £193,063 9 •. lld., and from which £71,500 
was paid away in dividends. Although the shareholders have paid 
many calls, the total of these has only been £24,222. Crosscuts 
are now being driven at Nos. 3 and 1 levels, to prove Richard and 
Bain's and the Hit or Miss reefs. 

Digney and Casey's Syndicate is still winning payable stone from 
the old Volunteer Mine. For the last half-year its production has 
been 268 ozs. 

LIsLE.- The Lisle Dredging Company raised 162 ozs. gold with 
21 mOOl. Its working-account for the half-year shows a &mall loss, 
but the last paddock worked gave a profit, and the ground 
now being worked shows better prospecta. From various 
causes the barge has not been working continuously, the principal 
trouble being that of getting sufficient fuel; but to remedy this, a 
tram is being laid down. 

GOLCONDA.- At the New Enterprise the water-race has been 
cleared, excavations for pump-plant completed, site for shaft cleared, 
and contract let for sinking 112 feet. This mine was worked some 
years ago. Levels have been driven at 80 and 115 feet from sur­
face, on a reef averaging I! ft. in width, and proved underground 
for a length of over 1200 feet. The major portion of this is valued 
at about 14 dwts. per ton, a small block of about 100 feet long 
being poorer; but absolutely authentic information as to the yield 
is difficult to obtain. The promoters claim that at least £20,000 
worth of gold haa been taken from it. Their intention is to sink 
and prove the reef below the old workings. The reef is in granite, 
and bears N. 90 E . 

.The Pana.m.a Creek P.A. has a tunnel which is driven 287 feet, 
leaving 85 feet to drive to inter~t the reef at a depth of 100 
feet from shafkolla.r. The shaft is now down 44 feet., and the reef 
is said to average 1 foot wide, and to be gold-bearing. 

At Jack's Claim., at Panama, a shaft is! being sunk. 
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MOUNT VICToRfA.--Seven claims are being mined. The produo. 
tive ones are as under:-

Crtubed. Gold produced. Men. 
t008. .'". 

Long Struggle .......... 20 26 4 
Short Struggle ......... 20 34+ 4 
K rushka's Alluvial .... 12 1 
Other Claims ............ 17 

40 72+ 26 --- --- ---Attention is being drawn aga.in to the old Una field, a. few miles 
south of Alberton, where a long and peroiotent reef run. through 
severa.l properties. Many years ago some good crushings were 
obtained from it. It is understood that the Una. and Hinemoa 
properties are about to be amalgama.ted. The Hinemoa. has more 
than one reef, and is situa.te a. little over half 'a, mile south-east of 
the U n3. A tunnel has been driven 'on one of these for a. di!Jta.noe 
of 200 feet, disclosing gold-bearing quartz of variable width, mostly 
between 1 and 2 feet, but some of it 4 feet and over. A published 
crushing of 70 tono returned 8 dwts. per ton. Another long lode 
on this property has been discovered, and trenched across at various 
poin~; assays of the quartz ha.ve varied from 4 to 11 dwtB. per 
ton. The width of reef io from It to 3t feet. Attempt.. are being 
made to carry out a programme for working the Hinemoa and Una. 
as one undertaking. 

MATHINNA.-The statistics for the field axe as follow8:-
Crushed. Gold produced. Men. 

tons. ozs. 
New Golden Gate ........ 4:690 tons quartz ~8811 170 

" " n treated 8896 
" 

sand 602 
Volunteer Consolidated ... 160 

" 
quartz 90 36 , 

" Extended ...... 170 
" " 

60 15 
Volunteer ................... 

" " 
11 25 

New Golden King ......... 189 
" " 

142 23 
Miners' Dream ............ 10 

" " 
W 2 

Prospectors and others ... 
" " 

29 

Total. ........ n836 304 - --
~N ew Golden Gate.-The directors, in their report for the half­

year ending 31st Janua.ry, state that 9325 tons were crushed, from 
which 5500 008. of retorted gold have been obtained at the battery, 
va.\ued at £20,549 16 •. 8d. Eighty-one ton. of pyrites were a.\90 
obtained by concentrating tables, containing 412 ozo. of gold, va.lued 
at £1521 90. 4d.; and 19,127 tooo of tailings and ,limes have been 
treated by cyanide of potassium, which produced 910 ozo. of 
gold, va.\ued at £3620 80. 7 d.; making a toW revenue of £25,691 

' 14 .. 7d. 
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The cost of raising and crushing quartz, treating concentrates, 
repairs and renewals of plant, progressive and surface works, and 
all other expenees incidental to working the mine and managing the 

. company, amoul)ted to £13,136 le. 3d., or £1 8 •. 2· 08d. per ton 
of quartz crushed. This does not include cost of stores and labour 
at cyanide plant, which amounted to £2361 Os. 5tl., or 29. 5· 62d. 
per ton of tailings and slimes treated. The total quantity of qua.rtz 
obtained from the mine to 31st January was 231,431 tons, which 
has yielded 199,952 oz •. of gold, an average of 17 dwts. 6 gr •. per 
ton, realising .£762,641 16s. 7d. The total amount paid in divi­
dend. is £334,400, or £10 9s. per share. The profit for the half­
year was '£10,194 12s. lId., a.nd four dividends, amounting to 
£8000, were paid. 

Mr. T. Andrews, the mine manager, report6: - That no work 
was done at the 1600-feet level, owing to new developments in upper 
levels and to the delay in the erection of the elootric pump. Above 
the 1500-foot level the reef was divided by a horse 30 feet wide, and 
both blocks are expected to produce a large quantity of fair crush­
iag-stone. A winze from the 1400-feet level showed the reef 5 feet 
wide, payable stone, estimated to open a fair block of stoping­
ground. In the 1300-feet level, south, beyond the slide, a nice 
body of clean gold-bearing stone was struck. At the 1200-feet level 
the first shoot of stone BOUtJ:t of the slide was struck, and proved 
60 feet long, with an average width of 8 feet, and of pa.yable 
quality. At the 700-feet level the first make of stone was discovered 
south of the ma,in slide, and driven on for 30 feet; average width 5 
feet, and of good quality. At the 600-feet level two short shoots of 
good stone were discovered south of the main slide. At the 500-feet 
level a large quantity of stoping-ground has been opened up. All 
the stopes are showing large bodies of dividend-paying stone. 

Volunteer Gonsolidated.-During the half-year ending 31BtMarch 
525 tons of quam were crushed, from which 496 oz •. standard gold 
were obtained, averaging 18 dwte. 21, grs. per ton. The total 
crushings to date ha.ve been 585k tons, which yielded 562 ozs. 
gold, equalling 19 dwts. 5 grs. per ton. The south drive on No.5 
lode, which has an average width of 4 feet, with two good walls, 
and carries occasional bunches of stone very rich in gold, but not in 
payable quantity, is being pushed forward, in order to rea<:h the 
junction of the eastern and western legs of the Black Boy reef. 
The No.2 lode in winze is 2 feet wide, clean stone, and payable. 

Volunteer Consolidated Extended.-Sinking the main shaft' has 
been proceeded with. 

Volunteer.-A start has been made with deepening the main 
shaft. . . ' 

Miners' Dream.---Stevens and Dick ha.ve ra.ised a. crushing of 
5-028. stone, and are still sinking on. quartz of equal value. 

Dan Claim.s.-The Carnegie and King Edward claims have been 
raising: a little stone. This locality, in which are situate the Have­
lock. Lady Havelock, Starlight, Strickland's, Laranda, and O'Brien 
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Company's sections, is attracting atte~tionJ as possessing numerous 
reef9, all of whioh ha.ve been fairly gold~bearjng, producing from 
!-oo. to l-oe. stone. Work W1\8 formerly carried on intermittently 
and with ina.dequate capital, and subsequent abandonment did no 
good to the reputation of the field. But it is beginning to he seen 
tha.t there are as encouraging prospects here ae anywhere in the 
auriferous slate belt, and endeavours a.re being made to enlist the 
aid of English ca}>ital for some of the more promising properties, 
e.g., Havelock, &c. 

MANGAN,\, &c.-The statistics for the quarter are:-
Quart:l crushed. O.,ld obtaIned. Men employed. 

tons 01:8. No. 
'fower Reefs 20 23 6 
Golden EotrtLDCe" .... 125 94 6 
A bbotl!fortl Creek ....• 4 
Pro8pectors ............. 5 

Totu!... ............... 145 117 21 -- = = 
\VEST COAST.-At the Coronation Mine during the quarter work 

has been confined to the moving and erecting of an overshot wa.ter· 
wheel, and the placing in position of an 8·inches column of pump. 
The water has now been overcome, and the work 8.t present is the 
cleaning out o.{ the lower level, which for several years has been 
standing untouched. A start to break quartz will shortly be made. 
Men employed, 10. 

WOODY HILL.-Opetrations oonsisted of the construction of dam 
and 10 chains of water-race and flurning, and the erection of a. 
JO-head battery. Men employed, 5. 

FLANNICAN'S FLAT AND MT. DARwIN.-From 20 to 30 m.en were 
engaged on alluvial work, with fa.irly satisfacl.ory results. Forty­
five ounces of gold were sold to the local banks, the value of which 
was £170. 

TIN. 
The output of tin ore at \Varatah during the qu~ W8.B as 

under:-
To",. Men employed. 

I\iount Bil:K:hoff .......................•...... 318 220 
\Vombat 1\1ine ............................. . 2 4 
""arntah Alluvial .......................... . 
Stanhol)e ........................ " ........ .. 

2! 4 
4 

Totul ............................. . 322* 232 
= = 

Mt Biscl~off.-The general mine manager's report for the six 
months ending 31st December (published in J ,nuary), shows that 
636 to~s tin ore were obtained, making a total since the formation 
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of the company of 62,230 ton, 18 cwoo. 2 grs. 2 lb.. The quantiti"" 
dea.lt with during the six months were--
6O-head btt.ttery, 3fl,7f:19 tons stuff, producing 368 tons 17 cwt. 0 qrs. dressed ore 
15 " 11,302" ,t 164" 2" 3" " 
Slime sheds ... . .... ... ...... ..... .... .... ..•.... . 80" 13 " 1" " 
Ring-tail sheds .... .... .... .......... ........... 22 " 7" 0" " 

Total................. ... 636 " 0" 0 1) " , 
The average per cent. of ore obtained from the whole mine is 

1 . 322. The reduction of ore by stampers equalled 4' 546 tons per 
sta.mp-head pe.r twenty-four hours. The cost of mining, crusping, 
and dressing a ton of stanniferous material is as follows:-

fl. d. 
Mining, including new works and maintenance .. . 
Fittin~, hauling and emptying trucks ............ . .. 
Crushmg, dressing, and maintenu.nce of plant .... .. 
Slime sheds ......... : ..... · ... ···· · ··························· 
Ring-ttl-il sheds ........................................... .. 
Management and supervision .......................... . 
Plant ........................................................ . 
Development and progressive work ................ . 
Waterworks ............................... .. .............. . 
Ore bu.!!ging .............................................. .. 
Slores ... ...... ........................... .... ... ............ . . 
Sundries .................................................... .. 

Total... .......................... . 

2 11'836 
o 5'258 
o 11'439 
o 1'372 
o 2'325 
o 6'776 
o 1'530 
o 2'304 
o 0'036 
o 0'476 
o 4'193 
U 0'706 

6 0 ' 251 

NORTH-EA.STERN DIVISION.-The output in this division has been 
317, t.ons tin o.re, with 575 men. For convenience in collating 
statistics, the divisions may be sub-divided into five districts, viz., 
Ringarooma District, Pioneer and Gla.d9tone Dietrict, Moorina. 
District, Derby District, Branxholm District. 

The raisings' for the past quarter in the Ringarooma District 
were as under:-

Tin ore obtained. 
toos. cwts. 

Hope Creek leu.ses .......... .. 
Dorset claims ............... .. 

2 4 
o 13 

Cascade claims ........ " ... .. 
Star of Peace l~se .... ,. .. 

2 8 
o 3 

M llurice leases ............... . 1 3 
Star of Peace Co ...... . 11 5 
Mammoth Co ...... ......... . 
Black Crepk lease .......... .. 
New Hope mine ............ . 
Nugget mine ................. . 

o 5 
o 6 
o 1 

Tota.l ................. .. 18 8 

Meo employod. 
Europeans. Chinese. 

3 
3 
9 5 
2 
5 

25 
10 
2 
6 
2 

67 5 

A good deal of preparatory work bas been proceeding on Mr. 
Gerald Walker'. Mammoth property. A 5·heads battery i, being 
oonstructed,. to be driven by a 15·h. p. Pelton wheel. A .tart i. to 
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be made sinking to 50 feet at first, and if results are satisfactory a 
main shaft will then be sunk. 

PIONEEIt AND GLADSTONE DISTRlcT.-The recorded returnsare:-
Tin ore obtamed. Men employed. 

tons. cwt. Europpau8. Chinese. 
Pioneer mine .................. 79 0 60 
Garibaldi and W yniford 

claims .............. . .... .. . .. U 17 5 50 
Little Mt. Horror claims ... 3 5 7 
Ringu.rooma River ......•..... 3 6 10 
South Mt. Cameron .......•. 7 15 25 17 
East Mt. Cameron 2 6 8 
M us~l ~oe~River ............ 4 1 6 
Scotia mlne_ , .................. 28 10 13 1 
Gladstone c1aims ............ 4 6 17 
Mount Cameron ........... 1 14 3 
Tho8. lUounteny (Pioneer) 0 7 2 

- ---
Total ................... 149 7 143 80 

At the Pioneer Mine the groun¢l is stilI being worked III two 
benches. The lead appears now to be widening out, the portion 
worked being about 12 chains in width, with an average depth of 
over 50 feet. The amount paid in dividends during the quarter 
was £5400. 

At Gladstone, attention is being paid to the high-level drift 
between the Ringarooma. and Mussel Roe rivers. There is a large 
area. of these gravels above the level of the Mt. Cameron Water-race, 
and it is thought that they would repay the expense of pumping 
water from the Ringarooma River, and washing them on an 
extensive scale. -

MOORINA DIS'fRlCT.-The registered output is as follows:-
Tin ol'e obtained. 

tons. cwt. 
Native Youth Tin Mine ..•• 2 9 
Moorinn Tin Mi'ne ........... . 3 0 
Weld . .. ........................ . 4 15 
Mos. ............................ . 5. 10 
n:t1.nd A. Barnes ........ .. .. 
P.l'llurm ...................... : . 

o 9 
o 4 

AhlWo.h ....................... . o 3 

Total ................. .. 16 10 

Men employed. 
Europeans. Chinese. 

7 
6 
9 
8 
2 
1 

1 

33 1 

DERBY DISTRICT.-The production this quarter was as follows:-
Tin ol'e obtained. 

tons. cwt.. 
Briseis ....................... .. 108 0 
Cascade claims .............. . 3 7 
Main Creek claims ......... . 1 15 
Tin Pot Creek ............... . 1 2 
Low Chang (Derby) ........ . o 16 

Total ................. .. 115 o 

Men employed. 
Europeans. Chinese. 

160 
3 14 
8 
2 

173 

1 

15 

1 
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BRANXIIOLM DISTRICT.-The raisi,ngs have been as follows:-

Arba. Tin Mine ... , ........ , .. , .... . 
Ruby FJat Claims .............. . 

Tin ore obtained. 
tons. ewts. 

16 Ii 
2 0 

18 5 

Men employed. 
EUl'opcans. l'hir.ese. 

35 
5 18 

40 18 

EASTERN DIVISION.-The quarter'B statistics are as under:-

lYeldborough lJlines. 

\VeJrlhorough Tin Mine ...... 
Weldbrook " 
R. B. Ingli •...... ............... 
Elnn 1\fine .....................•.• 
Chinese cla.ims ................ .. 
Other cltt.ims ................... .. 

Total ..... : .......... .. 

LlUalt and Blue Tier .hfines. 
Anchor Mine ................... 
Liberator and Cambria ...... 
A ustraliliou Tin Mille ......... 
~~lvie's Lease .............. '" 
\ ite tl.l1d Kirwan's Lease ... 
Chinese Cht.ims .................. 
Millers' claims .................. 

Total .................. 

St. Helen's Mines. 
Royal Rubb ..................... Thurean's eep Leu.d ......... 
Hunt P.A ......................... 
Other clailns ....................• 

Total .................. 

Avoca .Alinett. 

Tin ore obtained. 
tOllS. cwts. 

4 0 
2 U 
2 0 
I 5 
5 18 

14 1 

29 18 

69 10 
2 2 
0 8 
0 8 
0 5 
0 .13 
3 1 

66 7 

5 I 
1 16 
1 6 
6 10 

14 18 

Mount Rex (3800 tons cruShP-d) 46 0 
South E.k . ... ..... . .... .......... 4 10 
Eclipse ........................... 1 0 
Excelsior ....................... . 
Prospectors ..... . .............. . 

Total ................. . 51 10 

TOTAL EASTERN DrVISION 162 8 
s= -

Men employed. 
EUl'opeans. Chinese. 

7 
5 

2 

27 

41 

120 
6 
6 
2 
2 

5 
o 

55 

60 

o 5 
18 

149 ; 5 

II 
5 
9 

84 1 

59 1 

55 
12 
8 
4 
4 

78 

827 66 - ... 

• 
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WEST COAST.-The output for the quarter was:-

Maynt"s Tin Mine ........... . 
Ta.sman Tin Mine ........... . 
BirthdtLy Tin Mine ......... . 
Other claims ................. . 

Total ...... : ....•....... 

tons. cwt. 
13 · 15 
o 12 
2 15 
6 0 

23 2 

Men employed. 
14 
2 
6 

22 

Mr. W. Fisher reporte that hands were employed at the Tasman 
Tin Mine till the end of February, in cutting new wa.ter-race and 
moving plant. The ground worked at this mine is reported hy him 
a. averaging 6! lb •. per cubio yard. 

A good deal c>f ground haa been taken up recently on the Stanl.y 
River Tin Field, from 19 to 24 miles north of Zeehan. Extensive 
alluvial deposits, with rich wash and a.bundant boulders of tin-stone, 
border the river and creeks. 8tanniferous quartz-tourmaline lodes 
also occur. The prospecting work which is DOW going on all over 
the district is locating some of these lodes, which vary greatly in 
value, and is showing that the aJluvial deposits a.re of a very favour­
able character. It is expected. tha.t outside capital will be intro­
duced alInC>8t immediately. 

SILVER. 
WEST COAsT.-The recorded output of silver ores from the mines 

In the Zeehan and Dundas Di.trict fc>r the q'uarter ending 31st 
March was as follows;-

Zeehan Mines: 
Mount Zeeban, TliS. 
Zeehu.n-Montana 
Zeehan-Western 
Oontlh 

galena 

" 
" 
" 

Ore. 

" 8il ver ore ........... . 
" fluxing ore .......... .. 
" stannite .............. . 

~lr~:~:rMine gal:na:::::::~ .. ::::::::: 
N ubeens. " ................. . 
teehan-Queen " ................. . 
Silver Queen Extended " ................. . 
Silver King gossan ................. . 
Florence ga.lena ................. . 

Dundas Mines: 
Hercules 

" Comet 

" Ring Valley 
West Comet 

zinc-lead sulphide .. . 
zinc-blende ......... . 
galena ................ . 
gossan ............... .. . 
fu.hlore .............. . 
fluxing ore .......... .. 

TOilS. 

1863 
847 
157 

9 
76 

103 
73 
36 
23 
33 
19 

6 
12 

140 

2474 
1334 
U3 

lI98 
106 

2350 

Total •........... 11 ,272 

Value. 
£ 

16,258 
11,375 

1260 
89} 

670 I 
7l{ 

580} 
239 
276 
349 
128 
39 
56 

1522 

3164 ( 
3515 \ 
2083 ( 

809 i 
1806 
1050 

45,339 

Men. 

193 
209 
45 

30 

18 
6 
9 

37 
11 

3 
32 

110 

66 

10 
20 

799 
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MOUNT ZEEHAN (Tasmania).-Mr. T. Vincent, manager, re­
porls: - No. 13 lode, No.1 level, wiuze down 50 feet-rich lode. 
Spray, No.4 level opening up well. No.3 level, crosscut to No.3 
lode extended 300 feet. No. 3 lode, upper levels producing good 
quantities of first and aecond cia .. ore. No. 6 shaft, No. 3 lode 
driven south 100 feet, and north 150 feet-payable; 8 men stoping 
on this lode. N08. 1 and 2 lodes driven upon 360 feet, and 141 tons 
ore obtained r value £1533. Outlook promising. 

Zeehan-Montana.-Mr. John Craze, manager, reports: -No. 1 
ahaft, No.4 lode: No.6 level is being driven on north and south. 
Lode payable. No. 6 lode: No.6 level is being driven north, but 
so far without ore. At No. 5 level a crosscut is being driven east 
to cut No.8 lode, and at No.4 level the north drive on No.8 lode 
is highly payable. This part of the lode has been faulted down­
wards a distance of 200 feet. The laat level on which the lode waa 
worked was No.2, at 200 feet below the surface. The winze being 
sunk on No.6 lode below No.4 level is now showing ore, although 
the level at Nos. 4 and 5 was quite barren in the vicinity of the 
winze. No.2 shaft: the east crosscut, No.2 level, is now 750 feet 
from shaft. At 650 feet the crosscut passed through a. small vein 
of carbonate of iron and galena; but no work has been done on 
this yet.. The orosoout will be continued 300 feet furth er east into 
the Despatch section, and when the Despa.tcb lode is cut, ventilation 
wi1l be provided by rising through to surface. All the veins will 
then be taken in hand, and furtheir proved. The west or08BCut is 
in 450 feet from shaft. No.2 lode: Nos. 1 and 2 level. are both 
in payable ore, and stoping will be started at once, when it is 
proba.ble that this part of the mine will begin to pay its wa.y. The 
prospects of the mine are very good. 

Oonah.- Mr. W. Fisher reports: - The stannite lode averages 12 
inches good metal, but is getting limited above wa'ter-Ievel. Gosea.n 
tunnel lode is 30 inches of sulphide, with bunches of high-grade 
ore, carrying ruby silver. Salee up to 513! ozs. silver per ton ha.ve 
been made. The Junction main workings are being opened up for 
carbonate of iron flux. ~One hundred and three tons raised to date 
carried 18' 4 ozs. silver per ton. The lode is 5 feet wide, from 
which it is expected large quantities (100 tons per week) will be 
raised, with the chance of meeting with good ore a~ the mine is 
opened up. . 

Silver K ing.-Mr. W. Fisher, manager, reports: -Had to abandon 
working down shaft owing to increase of water; now on patch of 
gossan left in old stopes. About 700 feet south from main .haft 
on line of South King lode a nice=-looking formation was sunk on 
a. few feet; but nothing could be done with it owing to water. This 
is probably the' main lodt', which was lost going south in the ma.in 
workings, No. 1 level. 

DUNDAS AND MT. READ.-Ring Valley.-Mr. John Moyle, man· 
ager, reports : - All underground work bas been confined to No. 1 
tunnel. Thi8 was driven 45 feet north rm the fissure lode, pro-
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dueing very fair quality ore. Parallel to this lode a body of very 
dense ore has been disclosed. It consists principally of iron pyritee, 
with which copper pyrites and a good deal of pyrrhotite are ass0-

ciated. Fahl ore occurs in bunches. It is intended to push on 
with No. 1 tunnel, and connect: with the level above it, when pro-­
bably a good block of sb>ping-ground will be available. 

11 ercules Mint.-Mr. Sydney Thew, general manager, reports 
that 2474 tons sulphide ore were consigned to the Tasmanian Smelt­
ing Co., Zeehan, and 1334 tons zinc-blende exported to Europe. The 
directors' report for the half-yeex ending 31st January .tatoo that 
during that period 348 tons gossan ore and 5970 tons sulphide ore 
were sold to the Tasmania.n Smelting Co., and 1460 ton,s zinc ore 
were exported to Europe. The average assays of these were:-

Gold. IlZS. Silver,ozlI, Lead, per cent. Zinc, per cent. 
Gossan ........ ....... U'32 30'9 20'S 
Sulphide ..... ....... 0 ' 318 19'32 10'9 dry 
Zinc ... .... .. ......... 0'36 10'7 12-4 wet 44'4 

The total receipts (actua.!· and ~stimated) .from these sales were 
£14,383 10,. 7d., making a total to date of £76,410 13s .. Od. The 
general manager estimated that there were 4000 to 5000 tons of 
zinc ore in sight, carrying 38 to 45 per cent.. zinc, and that this 
quantity will be,ubetsntially increase<\ by developmental work. With 
spelter at £22 per ton, this class of ore shows a fair margin of 
profit. 

Tasmanian Smelting Company, Limited.-The managers furnish 
the following statistics for the quarter : -6428' 559 tons of ore were 
purchased, contsining 1921· 766 tons lead, 281,515' 01 OZO. silver, 
773· 822 ozs. gold. The export of bullion was 1864 ' 061 tons lead, 
275,298' 02 ozs. silver, 940' 427 ozs. gold. 

NORTH-WESTE.RN DrsTIUcT.-Magnet Mi·ne.-During the quarter 
1714 ton. (dry weight) ore, net value £2572, were consigned to 
Dapto, N.S.W., and 10~5 tons, value £1764, were sbipped to New­
castle, N.S.W. One hundred and thirty*seven men were employed. 
The No.5 level crosscut, at 60 foot below No.4, has cut the lode 
and exposed good ore, which, since the close of the quarter, has 
been driven on for 70 feet. The lode in the southern part of the 
nortbern block beld by .the company has absorbed a largo amount 
of the mine's earnings, owing to the unsettled nature of the ground. 
but the directors anticip&te winning yet a considerable quantity 
of pay or~ from this portion of the ore depoeit. The lode continues 
still further BOUth, and will be explored in that direction in due 
time. The directors' half-yearly report to 29th February st.a.tes 
that during this period a regular output has been susta.ined, and 
5500 tons of ore sold, containing nearly 5t tons silver, with 362 
tons of lead, and approximat.ely 2000 rons of iron and manganese 
oxides. Anotber dividend of £2000 (equalling Is. per share) was 
paid on lot February, waking £4000 for the half-year. The com­
pa.ny haa still to deliver 20,000 tons of ore under contract to the 
Smelters in New South Wales, and this will be eent forward at the 

., 
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usual rate o! 1000 tons per month. The foundations of a. small 
ore-dressing mill a.re being started, 80 that the treatment of the 
milling-ore accumula.ted on the dumps, as well as seconds coming 
henceforth from the lode, may be taken in hand when thouglit 
desirable. 

HEAZLEWOOD AND WHYTE RtVER.-Ore--winning has started at the 
Long Tunnel and Victorian Ma.gnet mines. Exploratory driving 
has also proceeded at the Godkin Extended. 

MT. FARRELL.-The North Mt. Farrell Mine reeumed work 21st 
February, and 210 tons of ore 'W~re dressed, containing 60 per cent. 
lead and 60 ozs. silver per ton. Ninety men employed. The Mur­
.chi90D Mine produced 27 tons silver-lead ore. Fifteen men. 

Devon Mine.-Sha.rt-sinking is proceeding, with a view of open­
ing out on the lode at 60 feet below the present level. 

COPPER. 
Mount Lyell Mint.-The following are the returns of ore treated 

at the Reduction Works for the quarter ending 31st March :-
Dry weight. 

hit. Lyell Mine ore ............... . 
Tone. 
73,257 
~4,5S9 

cwte. qrs. lbs. 
1 I 13 

N ortL Lyf'1l Mine ore ............. . 
Purchased ores ...................... . 155 

o 2 17 
2 2 26 

97,951 4 3 0 
By product from Crotty 

Smelters .......................•••••• 9 2 2 1 
Metal-bearing flux from-

South Tharsis Mine •........••• 16 1 1 
--------

97,962 

1'he metal produced WtLS-
Blister copper, 2138 tons, l"ontaining­

'Copper, 2106 tons, valued st. .......•..... 
Silver, tine, 224,009 OZS •• valued at ..... . 
Gold, fine, 5281 OZ8., valued at ........ .. 

3 2 

£ 8. 

120,609 u 
24,734 6 
22,444 5 

Tottil value ................. . £167,787 11 

Number of lOell ernplo~ed-
At the Compa.ny 8 Mt . Lyell Mine .............. .. 

" " North Lyell Mine ........... .. 
lleduct.ion \Vorks ........... . 

" " Mt. Lyell Rtloilway .......... .. 
North Lyell Railwtty ....... .. " " 

" " 
Total ................. . 

350 
450 

1008 
129 

19 

1956 

2 

d. 
0 
6 
0 

6 

Mt. Lyell Blocks Mining Go., N.L.-Mr. C. E. Nicholas, manager, 
'1."eports; -Men employed, 94. At the office tunne.l the main drive 
was driven 258 feet, making & total length of 399 feet; No.2 cro.s-
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cut, 78 feet; No.3 crosscut, 89 feetj No.4 cr088Cut. 51 feet; No. 
5 crosocut, 2 feet;; air-.ha.ft risen 57 feet. At CoDllOI. main tunnel 
driven 203 feet; prospecting, 51 feet; "ir-ehaft .unk 10 feet; 
balance .ha.ft sunk 154 feet; and opening-out sets put in at 86 and 
148 feet. The concentrating mill building has b .... practically com­
pleted, and the machinery is now being placed in position. 

Crown Lyell Copper Mine.- Eight men employed. As a result 
of the prospocting and development work in No.3 level, the manage­
ment decided to sink the' main engine-shaft another 100 feet, and 
work is now oonfined to the sha.ft, which is down 480 feet. It is 
proposed to open out for No. 5 level at 512 feet. Mineralised 
quartzitic ..,bi.t in bottom of sha.ft carri .. very fair grade copper 
pyrites. 

Mt. LyeU C071",tock MiM.- A dl'Cieion haa not yet heen arrived 
at as to the treatment of the ore, and consequently work has been 
confined to prospecting. Five men employed. 

Talman and Crown Ly(ll Exttnded. - The work for the quarter 
consisted of the sinking of No.1 winze from No.2 tunnel to &. total 
d~pth of 72 feet. At 66 feet a cr09&Cut was opened and driven 
south-westerly for 50 ' feet. Four feet of .ulphide ore, worth from 
at to 6 per cent. copper, was passed through, and also" second 
band 12 feet wide, aEl!&ying up to 7 per cent. These pr06pects were 
sufficiently good to wa.rraut a rise being put up from the Np. 3 
main tunnel that is 160 feet deeper to intersect and further operate 
on these developments; the latter work is now in hand. Six men 
employed. 

Copper Mines 0/ Mt. Lyell IV .. t.-Work h ... been confined to 
surface prospecting, to the exportation of a. quantity of sa.mplee to 
London, and to the extension of the Razor Back croescut in the 
main tunnel to a total of 100 feet. At present, negotiations are 
proceeding, with a view to carrying out a.dditional and more rapid 
prospecting by mesns of the diamond-drill. Three men employed. 

Lak. JuktB.-Mr. H. S. Muir, manager, report.:-Proepecting 
work has been confined to driving a low-level tunnel at the south 
end of ore-channel, to meet; its oontact with the porphyry rook to the 
west; distance driven, 80 feet, through altered felsite. Al90, a 
high-level tunnel was commenced from the north (lake) end, along 
the porphyry contact; distance driven, 22 feet. It is believed 
that the moot enriched ore will be met; with a.long the contact <>f 
the ore-bearing metamorphio rock with the quart.z porphyry, and 
exploratory work to prove this is being ca.rried out. Five men em­
ployed. 

MT. DAltWIN.-Findon's SectwnI.--Owmg to the non-attainment 
of satisfactory results, the Tasman Syndicate, Limited, of London 
suspended operations on these sections during the quarter. 

BLYTBE.-At the Rutherford Mine, 9 miles south of Burnie, a 
shaft haa been sunk 32 feet, and & crosscut west driven acrees the 
lode at 15 feet. The lode w .. then driven upon .outh-.... t for 120 
feet, the average width of ore being "foot. An "v'!'"&ge ..... y by 

, 
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Mr. C. E . Nichol ... at this depth returned 5' 6 per cent. copper; 
3 ozs. 5 dwU!. 9 gro .• ilver, and 10 grs. gold per ton. At the 32-foot 
level the lode is stated by the syndicate to be 8 feet wide. Ten tons 
from the 15-foot level were tested at Mt. Lyell, and returned 8' 45 
per cent. copper, 3' 6 ozs. silver, and O· 03 ozs. gold per ton; and 10 
tons at the Dapto Works, New South Wales, returned 7· 2 per cent. 
copper, 4 ozs. 11 dwts. 4 grs. silver. It is intended to develop this 
mine at a g,reat.er depth. 

Prospectmg is going on at other points in this belt of copper­
bearing country. and the discoveries which are being made fore­
shadow possible profitable copper-mining at more than one place 
between the Rutherford and the coaat. 

COAL. 
The output this quarter was 11 ,873 tons 8 cwts., against 9088 tons 

the previous quarter. The production of the respective collieries 
was as follows:-

Colliery. 
Cornwall ..................... ... .. . 
Mount Nicholas ................ .. 
Dulverton ........................ .. 
'feasdale's ...................... .. 
Spreyton ......................••... 
Bound's (I118,matha) ........... . 
York Plains ..................... . 
l\lariulva. .......................... . 
s..ndfly .......................... . 
Mt. Cygnet ...................... ~ . 

Total ................. . 

Tone raised. 
6397 
4511 

62 
73 

194 
70 
70lcr 
40 
20 

436 

11,878A 

Men employed. 
68 
54 
6 
2 
4 
2 
3 
3 
8 
4 

149 

At the Cornwall the 6-feet seam is now divided into 18 inches of 
coal below the band, and 3 feet 6 inches above it. The work is 
being carried on in the upper part of the seam. 

At the Dulverton Colliery a new tunnel has been started parallel 
to the old one. Teasdale and Co. have· opened upon the same seam 
on the opposite side of the vaney. It is 18 inches thick, with floor 
and roof of hard sandstone. A tramway from Dulverton Station 
to the mine, 1 ~ mile, is being built. At Spreyton the same seam, 
18 inches, is being worked by Mr. Allison on the west side of ths 
valley. The Illamatha Mine i,s also on the same seam, and close to 
the Spreyton Colliery. 

The Marialva Mine at Colebrook has changed hands, and work is 
going to be carried on more systematically than hitherto. 

Mount Cygnet Mine has a nice payable seam. The settled country 
beyond the fault has .. now been reached. 

IRON. 
The Tasmanian Iron Company, at the Penguin, raised 2200 tons 

high-grade hematite ore this quarter. Twenty·nine men were 
employed. 
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CONCLUSION. 
The total value of minerals ra.ised and exported this quarter was 

£341,292, as compared with £329,493 for the corresponding quarter 
of the previous yea.r. The increase baa been mainly in copper and 
tin, reduced to some extent by lower exports of silver-lead bullion. 
The exports of bullion in a.ny given quarter, however, are a.ffected 
by accidental circumat.anc€6, and for exports generally, the first 
quarter of the year is by no means the hea.vieet. 

Return showing the average number of men employed in or 
about the min .. during the quarter ending the 3bt March, 1904. 

District. European. Chinese. Total. 

-
North and South ...... . _ .. ............ .. 568 ... 568 
North-East .............................. 494 119 

I 
613 

East ....................................... 774 66 840 
North-West ............................. 379 . .. 379 
West ...................................... 3552 . .. 

I~~ Total ............ .... .. 5767 185 5952 

Value of the mineral output per man employed, £57 69. 9id. 

The dividends paid during the quarter were:-
£ ,. d. 

From Gold Mines........ .... ... 5774 14 6 
" Tin Min'es . .... .......... 18,925 0 0 
" Silver Mines ............ 9626 17 0 

Tota!........ ...•.. .. .. £34,'126 II 6 

.IOHN VAIL, 
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