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INTRODUCTION 

The basic tenet, which is central to the approach adopted by the CEG, 

appears to be that: 

the currently existing data on the various areas, is at a 

sufficiently high enough level to allow responsible 

assessments of prospectivity, with acceptable levels of 

associated risk. 

the data sets used to make the assessments are 

representative of current knowledge and complete enough to 

make these assessments. 

As stated in the introduction to their report: -

"Clause 1 of the Draft Forest Industry Strategy requires the 

identification of ' areas not required by the mining industry'. To 

fulfil the clause requires a determination on the basis of 

currently available information and subjective assessment of the 

likelihood of an economic mine being developed. II 

The Division of Mines and Mineral Resources has grave reservations on 

the completeness of the currently available data and believes that any 

final assessment based on it is fraught with danger. 

Furthermore, the Division also suspects that the CEG has not used the 

best possible available data to make their assessments and so the 

associated risk is increased. 



QUALITY OF AVAILABLE DATA 

The general area under review is probably one of the geoscientifically 

least well known in the State. 

The geological mapping comple ted over it would, because of 

its age, scale and method of acquisition (largely photo­

interpreted), be at the lowest level of certainty defined 

within the State (Figure 1). 

The geophysica l data base comprises regional aeromagnetics 

at 1500 metre line spacing and widely spaced gravity data 

(Figure 2) . 

There have been no regional geochemical surveys completed 

over the area . 
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COMMENTS ON DATA USED 

"Department of Mines Metallogenic Mapll 

This 1:500 000 map was published as an illustration for the 

Bicentennial volume of the "Geology of Tasmania ll
, 

It does not indicate "all known mineral deposits in Tasmania that have 

been identified or worked in the past and those currently operating". 

It actually contains : -

Approximately 10% of the metallic mineral deposits 

currently known. 

No construction material deposits locations . 

No non-metallic deposit locations. 

The MIRLOCH data base better illustrates the location of mineral 

deposits within the areas being considered. 

Figures 3a and 3b indicate the currently known mineral deposits within 

the areas under consideration . 

Tasmanian Chamber of Mines Maps 19.4 . 90 and August 1990 

Extremely small scale maps which would not normally be used for serious 

scientific purposes. 

Mineral Deposits Map - S.W. Tasmania Resources Survey 

Mineral deposit locations rather more comprehensively indicated than on 

the 1 : 500 000 metallogenic map. 
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Bureau of Mineral Res ources Survey 

Preliminary assessment of part of the area under consideration. 

Dr Ross Large. Figures 5 and 8 

Two figures from the paper "The Mineral Wealth of Western Tasmania and 

the Potential of the S.W. Conservation Area", at extremely small scale 

which would not normally be used for serious scientific purposes. 

Dr Geoff Green - Report 1985/47 

A Departmental paper "The potential for discovery of economic mineral 

resources in South Wes t ern Tasmania". The paper only deals with the 

southe rn areas under consideration. 

Green et al . 1982 

A submission to the 1982 Senate Select Committee which concentrates on 

major prospects. Again this paper deals only with the southern areas 

under consideration. 

Inter -Departmental Working Group 

Applicable only in two of the areas considered. 



COMMENTS ON THE ASSESSMENTS 

The CEG report states:-

"The 'proposed c onservation reserves' fall into the following two 

Categories: 

(a) Category 1: Indicates that all or part of a 'proposed 

conservation reserve' not required by the mining industry based 

on the area's non -prospectivi ty or non - feasib le prospectivity. 

(b) Category 2: Indicates that all or part of 'proposed 

conservation reserve' is feasibly prospective but not required by 

the mining industry based on the area's overwhelming conservation 

value." 

The CEG findings and inputs from the various documents are tabulated on 

Table 1. 

Wi th two exceptions, the CEG conc l ude all the areas are 

Category 1 - not required by the mining industry . 

The two exceptions are: 

* Picton-Huon-We l d 13 which is partly Category 1, 

partly Category 2 but not required by the mining 

industry . 

* Weld 12 which is not categorised but which stated 

to be "not required by the mining industry". 

The rrCategory I" areas include : 

Ar eas with mineral deposits on the metallogenic map. 

Areas which are prospective and partly prospective on 

the Chamber of Mines - Apr il 1990 map . 

Areas which are prospective, partly prospective and 

unknown on the Chamber of Mines - August 1990 map. 



AREA CO DE METALL. COM . COM. SW SURVEY UMR LARG ~: LARGE GHEEN GR EE N et IOWG CONS. CONCL-MAl' AP IU l .. AUGUST 1982 Fig.8 Fig . 5 1985 al 1982 STAT. USlON 

S.o E.o Cape 20 - l't·os- Unknown Coal V.Low - Prosp-- - N/A C-l Cat-l pect- ect i ve N.orequ. ive.o 

en tam') r ;111 19 - - Unknown - V. Low - - Sma l l Coa l N/A C-2 C" t-l 
area 
V.prosp.o 

Lc pr ena 18 - - Unk now ll - V.Low - - Prosp- - N/A C-3 Ca t - I 
ect i ve 

R;lm i fica 17 Silica - Unknown Silica V. Low N/A - Prospect N/A C-2 - Cat-l Dcposit 

II;! rt z lI o le 16 - - Unknown - Low - - Prospect "No.oRe s - C-l Cat-l 
impact 

Pi c ton 15 - - Unknown - Low - - Port i on N/A - C- l Cat-l 
VI! pros-
pects 

Middle Huon 14 - Part . Unknown Do l omite Low/ - - lI .prosp. Coa 1 N/A C- I Ca t-l 
prosp.o V.Low - - Oil Sha Ie 

Dolomit e 

Pi c ton 11 . Weld 13 Sil ica - Unknown Sit ica Low/ - - Prosp- caovers N/A c-2 Cat - l 
V.oLow ective 131uff Cat-2 
Low-Mod. Pt.Pot. Not req . 

Weld 12 - - Unkno wn Nt Low - - Prosp- - N/A C-I Not req.o 
ective. 

L Snowy 11 - - Unknowll - Low - - Prosp- - N/A C-l C<.It- 1 
cctive. 

N. Snowy 10 - - Unknown - Low - - Prosp- Oil Shi.ll c N/A C- 2 Cat-l 
cctive 

Styx 9 - Prlrt. P;l rt.o - L.ow/Hod . - - Prosp- S i lica N/A C-l C<lt- .l 
prosp.opr.osp. ective Oil Sh:lle 

part. uH k. 

Mt Wedge 8A - Prosp- Prosp- - Unknown - - VII pros p ~ - OK Eo, C-.1 Cat-l 
active cctive lI .pros p . j Wit. 

Upper FLo re nt . 7A - Prosp- Pro s p- Osmirid i um High lIigh ly High VII pros p~ - N/A C- \ Cat-l 
ec t ive cctive Chrome minera 1 pot. I -

High ly I Tim Shea 7B - Prosp- Pro s p- OS/Cr High High VII prosp. - N/A C- 2 Cat-l 
ective ective mi nera 1 pot. I 

Upper Calc 6 - Prop- Prosp- - Mod. - - VII prosp~ - N/A C-4 Cat- l 

Bl ue Creek 5 - - Unknown - Mod. - - VII p,o, p~ - N/A C-3 Cat- I 

Blue Creek 4 - - Unknown - Mod. - VII I - prosp. Sn. N/ A C-.1 Ci1 t- l 
I km 

Beech Creek 3 - - Unknown - V.Low - - N/A 1-4 km N/A C-I Cat-l 

N"va rrep. 2 - - Unknown - V. Low Gra n ite N/A N/A 4 km N/A C-1 Cat- l 
Sn 

Cl arence 1 - - Unknown - N/A N/A . N/A N/ A N/A N/A C-2 Cat-I 

Nole Creek 2 1C - - Unknown - N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A M/A C-l Cat- l 

NeIls utu ( f 22 - - Unknown - N/h N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A C-4 Cat-l 

J;lckeys N<)l.""sh 23 - - Unknown - N/ A N/A N/A N/A N/ A N/A C-2 Cat- l 

D,"ys !Huff 24 - - Unknown - N/A ·N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A C-4 Cat- .1 

I-lothcr Lords 25 - - Unknown - N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A C-.l Cat- l 

Gunns Lake 26 - - Unknown - N/A N/ A N/A N/A N/A N/A C- I Cat-l 

Ni ller B 27 Little - Unknown - N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A C-2 C<lt- I 
Don 
Gold fj eld 

East Uppel" M SO - - Unknown - N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A C-2 Cat-I 

w. Uppe r M. SI - - Unknowll - N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A C-2 Cat-I 



Areas with major deposits of coal, silica, dolomite, 

nickel, osmium, iridium and chrome in the 1982 South­

West Survey. 

Areas with assessed prospectivity of very low, low, 

low-moderate, moderate, high and unknown from the 

B.M.R. report. 

Areas assessed as being prospective. very prospective 

and very highly prospective by Green 1985. 

Areas containing deposits of coal, oil shale, 

dolomite, silica and with potential for platinum 

group metals , nickel and chrome cited by Green et al. 

Only two areas which have been considered by the 

Inter-Departmental Working Group, i.e. Hartz Hole 16 

and Mount Wedge 8. 

Areas with PETWOG ratings of C1, C2, C3 and C4. 

Ten of the areas considered, i.e.:-

Clarence (1) Mother Lords (25) 

Mole Creek (21) Gunns Lake (26) 

Nells Bluff (22) Mil ler Bluff (27) 

Jackeys Marsh (23) East Upper Mersey 

Drys Bluff (24) West Upper Mersey 

are not included in the assessment by:-

The Bureau of Mineral Resources 1989 

Dr Ross Large 1987 

Dr Geoff R. Green 1985 

Green et a1 1982 

(50) 

(51) 



CONCLUSIONS 

The areas reviewed are consistently considered to be "not 

required by the mining industry!! . 

The geoscientific data available on the areas considered is 

of the lowest level available within the State. 

The data used is not the best data available. 

The findings appear to ignore the assessments in the data 

used . 

The data used appears to contain no relevant information on 

ten of the areas classified as Category 1. 
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