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NOTES ON A GOLD PROSP~CT NBAR 1,'fERRY CREEK FlO 

IN THE VICINITY OF !~ATHINNA - WOODS AND PARTY 

Introduction 

I have to report that on April 19th Last I 
9xamined thi6 prospect in oonnection with an application 
for assistance under the "Aid to Mining Act" for the 
purpose of further prospeoting it by means of an adit. 

Location and Acoess 

The prospect is situated approximately five and 
a half miles west north west of the Mathinna township 
and may be reaohed from two plaoes on MoKerohers Road. 
This road branohes from the old Mathinna-Blessington 
Road about three and a half miles from Mathinna. It 
croGses the Tyne River and then follows, on the south 
side of the river the South Esk, to MoKeroher's property. 
The prospect may be reached either from W. Cockers 
homestead, six miles from f.1athinna by a traok which runs 
in a general north easterly direotion over theateep 
ridge that rises between Merry Creek and the South Esk, 
or by. following the valley of Merry Creek a distanoe of 
over two miles from its confluenoe with the South Esk 
approximately one mile below Cookers. 

Geology 

Cambro-Ordovioian slates and quartzites of the 
Mathinna series are the only rooks exposed in this area. 
The general strike is north west, with steep north 
easterly dips. 

Prospeoting Operations 

Three trenohes have exposed quartz in a general 
north easterly d~reotion. The oentral one, No.1, on 
a bearing of 250 is approximately 20 feet long and has 
unoovered a formation of about 3 feet 6 inches in width. 
From east to west it is made up as followsl- 19 inohes 
broken quartz and ohlori te, 16 inohes of mullook mainly 
ohlori te and 6 inohes quartz. Pyri te and ohaloopyri te 
were observed sparsely disseminated throughout, the 
former predominating. 

The easte;:e limit is marked by a hard olean wall 
ooursing north 15 east, while the western extent is not 
so well defined but shows silifioation approximately six 
or seven feet. 

Assay results from ohannel samples taken aoross 
the formation indioates its value. 

l!2.. Looation A!@ay Result 

ozs. - ~. tml!!. 

1. South Wall No. 1 Gold 0 0 19 
trenoh Silver 0 0 6 

2. 6 it aoross South Gold 0 0 19 
wall Silver 0 0 6 

3. 1 1 it along Gold 0 0 19 
bottom Silver 0 1 7 



A sample of selected quartz;ave gold and silver 
nil. 

Two trenches, one to the north and the other to 
the south were opened up on what was thought to be the 
extension of the lode in No. 1 trenoh. 

No. 2 trenoh is looated one and three quarter 
ohains south of No. 1 and although put down in line 
failed to expose more than a few quartz stringers. 
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A grab sample from this gave the following result:-

Gold 
Silver 

Nil 
Hil 

-, 0 
One chain, north 15 west from No.1 another 

trench was cut across the supposed continuation to the 
north but revealed only a few" stringers of quartz in 
the form of lenses, 

Conclusions and Reoomme~~ons 

Although a relatively large "formation" was exposed 
in one trenoh, other trenohes failed to locate any oontin­
uation of it. This "formation" undoubtedly represents a 
bulge on a lode chann for quart. occurs on each side of 
a mullocky band oomposed mainly of chleri teo '''h11e the 
eastern wall is well defined the western one is indeter­
minate, passing by almost imperceptible graduation into 
the slate • 

There!'ol'e j n view of the nature of the deposit 
and the exceedingly low gold content, it is evident that 
the prospect does not offer sufficient encouragement to 
warrant fUrther exploration. 

Mine. Department, 
Hobart. 

27th August, 19~6. 

ACTING EIELD G~LOGIST 


