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SUMMARY OF THE MAGNESIUM INDUSTRY FILE 

19th January, 1935 - Sir Herbert Gepp to Senator IlfoLaohlan 

Suggested certain developmental work be outlined. 
Oomments on proposals put up by /\.ustralian Magnesium 
Oompany. 
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Dr. Kurth has proved high grade magnesium 
metal can be produoed from Tasmanian 
(Smithton) dolomite on lines indio~ted in 
report on 'Tagnesium Industry by Gepp, 
Stilwell and Nye. 

World cnnsumption and produotion is inoreasing. 

Present price £170 per ton. Estimated cost in 
Tasmania £100 on minimum production 1000 tons 
annually - prioe not likely to fall below £130. 

Markets for disposal of a large quantity of 
metallic magnesium unknown. 

Of the opinion that the first staee of the 
suggested progrsmme be carried out by Kurth, 
or at least under his direct supervision. 
DoubtfUl whether the £800 - £1000 sufficient, 
as not persuaded the production of pure magnesO 
ium oxide by ignition of magnesium sulphate is 
eoonomioally practicable on a large scale. 

'I/i th regard to the second stage with estimated 
expenditure of not less than £6.470. 
Comments: (1) Believes any early est5.mate 
must be doubled or trebled for inevitable 
contingenoies. 

(2) Opposed on general prinoiples 
to carrying out experimental work in suoh a 
direotion when all the knowledge and exper­
ienoe required is available in the world 
provided an agreement with existing manu­
faoturers oan be made. 

3ven the first sta~e should be oarried out in 
conjunotion with a'British firm. 

Reoommends: 

(1) Australian Ilfagnesium Company be asked to submit 
detailed memorandum for oonsideration and study. 

(2) Question of finanoial and other co-operation 
be 

22nd October, 1935 - Australian Magnesium Company's 
Estimate Submitted. 

Required £5,000 grant for fUrther research. 

Plant to produoe 3 tons of metallio Nagnesium per day 
from 27 tons dolomite, 

Eleotrio power required - 5,000 h.p. 

Men employed - 100 directly and 50 indirectly. 

~stimated oost per ton - £95 (Aust.) 

London prioe - £140 (stg.) 

Estimated oapital - £300,000 



103 
rUnister for }Unes in !>!elbourne waited on Senator HcLaohlan 

Iritish Magnesium Corporation sending expert W.S. 
Robinson to Australia, who will visit T~smania. 

4th November, 1935 - Senator MoLaohlan to Minister for Mines 

rodhunter of Imperial Chemioal Industries Ltd. 
suggests 5 ton paroel of Smithton dolomite be sent to the 
British Magnesium Corporation tor experimental purposes. 
4rrangements were made for this to be done. 

12th November, 1935 - C.H. Grant to Minister for Mines 

Useless appro~ohinR Robinson beoause iritish Magnes­
ium Corporation have refused to co-nperate (letter 24th 
October 1935). 

26th november, 1935 - Senator MoLaohlan to rUnister for Mines 

Not disposed to support applioation for grant of 
£5,000. 

British Magnesium Company have already carried out 
extensive experiments. Looal Company m~ only duplicate 
or alternatively experiment in wrong direotion. 

Awaiting results of work on 5 ton paroe1. 

24th February, 1936 - C.H. Grant to Minister tor Mines 

After oonference with Robinson, 3ri tish ~iagnesium 
Corporation oannot give finanoial assistance but willing 
to give technical aid. 

They have not met with any sucoess, therefore, 
information of little value. 

Australian Magnesium Company olaim to be as far 
advanced as TIri tish ~'1agnesium Corporation. 

Eno10sed copy of letter to Prime lUnister with 
regard to ~e~ting quota in ~np.1and for, say, 750 tons per 
annum for 10 years. 

Points out :n'Jotrolytic Zino Company established 
under Similar oonditions. 

24th June, 1937 - C.H. Grant to Minister for fiines. 

Agent General and Sen. C.',I. ·'}rant met ,)ir~otors of 
British Magnesium Corporation in London last month. 
Dri tish !1agnesium Corporation definitely antagonistic to 
establishment i'lagnesium industry here. 

Two main objeotional 
( 1 ) llectrio power cheaper in En "land from coal 

than in Tasmania from water power. MoLean 
thinks this e.tremely unlikely and must add 
exohange 2~ before oomparisons can be made. 
Poasibly a saving of £10 a ton on power alone. 

(2) Electrolytio prooess turned down by Germans 
in favour of Distillation prooess. 
From private and reliable information learn 
Germans arc now ereoting ~lectro1ytic process 
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plant in Lancashtre. therefore. hardly 
place reliance on their other ,,,) tatements. 
Present consumpt:!.on of !'I'1gn,)sium metal. is 
30.000 - 35.000 tons. a~d is increasing. 

10th July. 1936 - Senator."cJ,achlan to C. ~T. Grant. 

Report by Sir Herbert Gepp. 

Huch, if not al.l, of the information which your 
proposed investigntions \~ould ::-eveal. is al.ready available 
in TIritain, Germany and North America, therefore, Common­
wealth subsidy uot justifled. 

£5,000 quite inadequate - at least £25,000 to carry 
inv'3stigations to pOint where even a semi-oommeroial unit 
would be justified. 

Suggests oonference. 

11th november. 1936 - ,esult of Conf'~rence 

Commonwealth Government not able to make deoision 
before ,Tanuary or February, 1937 - awai tin" Sir D!lvid 
lUvett's return from 'Norld Science Congress. 

varch, 1937 - C. H. G:'ant to ?remier 

Advanced sJveral stages fllrther. 

Strong financial. syndioate on mainland has commissioned 
Sir .John :3lltters to inv.lstigate our proposals with view 
to flotation of a new Compaily. 

G3sture from Oommonwealth Government needed to help 
inauguration of propo8ed scheme. 

250 people directly employed. 

Heard on good authority another Company contt1l1'plates 
establishing industry based upon imported materials. 

----------------------------

.. 


