
IN TASMANIA 

As far as the present knowledge extends the 
geolog~oal oonditions in Tasmania are untavourable 
for the occurrence ot petrol8WII. 
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The geologioal struoture ot Tasmania varies 
oonsiderably in difterent parte ot the Island. The 
'I/estern part is oocupied by the Pre-Cambrian and Lower 
Palaeozoio sedimentary tormations which have been intensely 
folded and taulted, and al80 intruded on a large soale by 
DeVOnian igneous rooks. The North-eastern portion oonsists 
ot Cambro-Ordovioian slates and sandstones together with 
intrusive granite ot ')evonian age. The earth movements 
up to and including the Silurian were principally ot a 
oompresional type resulting in intense tolding and 
fraoturing of the strata. These strata are devoid ot 
organio or oarbonaoeous matter. The Midland and South­
eastern parts are oocupied by nearly horizontally bedded 
strata ot the Permo-Carboniterous and Triassio systems 
whioh have been intruded on a large soale by Upper­
Mesozoio dolerite. The same strata also ooour along 
portions of the Northern ooast. 

The Permo-Carboniferous system oonsists ot conglom­
erates, sandstones, limestones and mudrtones. It oontains 
beds ot ooal, oil shales and oarbonaoeous shales at two 

horizone. 

The Triassio system oonsists ot grits, sandstones 
and mudst~nes. It oontains 000.1 seams in the felspathio 
sand~tone series. 

Tertiary strata of lacustrine origin oooupy the 
f>1aoquarie River basin and similar strata of lacustrine 
and marine origin fringe the north coast and also the 
shoree ot Macquarie Harbour on the ·.vest Coast. 

The strata oonsist generally ot horizontally bedded 
olays and sands. Brown ooal and lign1 te ooour in parts 
of the Maoquarie River BaSin, at Haoquarie Harbour and 
elsewhere, while oarbonaoeous olays also oocur, prinoipally 
in the Sassafras (north west) district. The greatest 
thiokness (up to 1000 feet) of tertiary stmta oocur in 
the Maoquarie River and Sassafras areas. 

Sinoe the beginning of the Permo-Carboniferous 
period the earth movements have been entirely tensional 
with resulting block taulting and movements of direot 
uplift and downthrow, so that the rock structures are 
unsuitable for the formation ot oil reservoirs. 

Surtaoe Prospeoting 
Interest has been direoted to numerous parts ot 

the State mainly in oonnection with disooveries ot asphaltum, 
oannel coal, pelionite and other hydro-oarbons. Such 
looalities inolude Port Davey, New Tiver, King Island, 
Barn Bluft, l~aoquarie Harbour, Bruny Island, and the 
Mersey Valley. ~he prospeoting has generally resolved 
itselt into the pegging ot lioences and leqses, colleotion 
ot samples, and in a few oases ~eologioal reports have 
been obtained. The expenditure in this manner has been 
emall and prob!lbly does not exoeed £10,000 - £20,000. 

----- ---- --- .. 



Drilling 118 

The only looa1ity where any oonsiderab1e amount 
of drilling has been carried out is the Mersey Valley 
district. The Mersey ~al1ey 011 Company Limited drilled 
nine holes (total depth 5,781 feet) and a ten inch "well". 
Apparently about £50,000 have been spent. 

The Adelaide Oil 3xp1oratlon Company has drilled 
at least 12 holes with an aggregate depth of 8,507 feet. 
The expenditure by this Company in Tasmania oan only be 
estimated as between £20,000 and £40,000. 

On Bruny Island one hole was drilled to 430 feet 
depth in 1915. Several shallow holes were drilled in 
1930. 

In round figures it would appear, therefore, that 
the expen.iture on oil prospeoting has not exceeded 
.£100,000. 

no flow 011 has been disoovered within the State. 

The Mines ~epartment, 
HOBART 
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