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REPORT ON A.L. FOWLERS ALLUVIAL DEPOSIT. ALBERTON. 

Looatioa and A90ese 

This deposit b inolude.d in lease 1b!' of . 
7 acNe held in the name of A.L. Fowler. T s lease fDrms 
pan of the purohase blook of 19 aores oharted in the name 
of L.P. Burr. 

It is situated on the eaetern side of the Dorset 
R. about half a mile north of the t01fnehip reserve of 
Alberton. 

A0ge8s is gained by good motor road from Lege1'Wood, 
a station on the State ra1lw~ from Launoeston to Herriok. 

lh.niographT 

The seotion embraoee the flats along the lower 
portion. of the R1ngarooma and l'oreet Ring Oreeks. Theee 
oreeks rise on the respeotive leases to whioh they own their 
names on the high ridge s.parati~. the Forset and the 
New liv.rs. Th.y flow in general westerly direotione and 
unite about 10 ohains east of the Dorset Uver. The oombined 
stream haa an ill-defined oourse over the flats sloping 
to this riv.r whioh 11; ultimately joins. 

GeologY 

Th. greater part of the surface of the lease is 
oocupied b7 alluvial material along the courses of the 
Ringarooma and Forset Ring Oreeks. This material ooours in 
the form of a IlIU'l'01f and ehallow d.posit. The bedrook 
and the sides of the valleys are oomposed of Oambro­
Ordovioian slat.s, sandstones and quartzites. These are 
the typioal rooks found in all the North-Eastern goldfielde 
and oontain the gold-bearing quartz veins. 

The alluvial oonsiets of the soU derived from these 
rooks and also amall partioles of them and the oontained quartz 
veins. In addition larger pieoes (pebbles and boulders) 
also ooour and form the lqers of "wash" oontained in the 
alluvial deposit 

Eoonomic G!9lw 

Along with tHe pieoes of slate, sandstone, 
quartzit., quartz etc. washed down the valley Of the above 
cre.ks, gold must also haTe been .arri.d from any outcropping 
quart. reef, parts of the above lI:Ocka and minerals haTe gone 
to fom the alluvial d'poaita which must therefore oontain 
some gold. By Tirtue of its greater specifio graTity the 
gold would tend to be conoftntrated in the alluvial material 
and wash being formed at any partiou:ar time. 

The alluvial depOSits are essentially oonneoted with 
the present streams and so are directly assooiated with 
the development of the present drainage eyst~ The 
district was or.Lg'nal 17 muoh more el.vated and oovered 
by strata of the P,8:rmo-aarbOniteroue and possibb Tria-Jura 
systems remnanh of which are found aro~' the tl.anks of 
Mount Viotoria. When these were more or less completely 
remoTed by denudation the aurfe4e then oonsisted of re­
exposed pene-plain of Oambro-Qrdovioian rooks with a general 
altitude of 2.500 feet. The streams started tc corrode 
their oourses in these rooks and on the aboTe lease have 
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reached an altitude of 1.000 feet above the sea. ~hus a 
thickness ranging up to ',500 feet of these rooks and their 
oontained quaM_ reefs has been removed and passed down the 
streams. Considerable quantities of gold must therefore have 
pas_d Gown the valleys of the Ringarooma and 1!'orest Ring 
Oreeka. 1I'0t ... all of th1a would be retained in the ex1ating 
alluvial depo.ita and indeed only a emell propoMion may be 
oontained therein. but even thia may render the deposita 
of economio value. 

nne Worldnea 

A deep tail-raoe naf, been out from the Dorset R1ver 
in an easterly direotion for 12 or 13 ohains to the oentral 
portion of the northem pan of the lease. It 18 intended to 
open out froll _hie a faoe about 20 feet wide and to oarry 
1t in & genera: southerly direotion. 

At leaet nina shafte haTe been sunk on the lease. 
Two ot these were sunk on opposite sides of the oreek in the 
lOu~astem part of the lease to depths of 30 feet. ~hese 
were also on opposite sides of the gutter of the Ringarooma 
Oreek lead as proved by the dips of the "bottom" in them. 
It is stated that gold was obtained at depths of 5 feet in 
each of them and oontinued to 20 teet at whioh depth the 
higher parts of the "bottoll" was out. 

fo the north west three shafta (two being 10 feet 
deep and one be1ng 5 feet) were sunk in the valley of th~ 
Ringarooma Oreek and are stated to have given fair prospeots. 

Just near where the Forest Ring Oreek crosses the 
NOMh-eastern boundary the bed of the oreek oonsists of 
hard rook,_ no alluvial being present. Upstream from here 
all the aJ.J.uv1al is st,~ ted to have been worked. About 60 
feet to the nor\b-west of the rook bott~ a shaft on the 
toe of the hill re.lohed the "high reef" at 14 feet and it is 
stated that the material oarried gold. 

About 30 feet to the west a ten-foot shaft~d not 
bottOll. but it 1s stated that the ~hjngle enoountered 
yielded payable prospeots. 

Further west two other shafts bottomed on smooth rook 
at 30 feet. 

The plant ereoted on the mine oonsists of a 6th.p. 
oil engine and a 3 inoh oentrifugal pump. This will be 
used as a nozzle pump and it is anticipated that it will give 
a pressure of 25 lbs. per square inoh .. 

Objeot of the Above WOrkings 

The above workings have of course been oarried out 
to determine the oourse of the leads and to enable " 
tum to be worked. Shaft sinking has been diffioult on 
account of the water in the alluvial and suffioient shafts have 
not been sunk to determine the oourses of the leads in the 
nor\b-westem p~ ofhthe

j 
leElse. This sneoial tlointddes:lred 

to be eluoida:llet9- 18 t e uncUon or~he ~o "lefCd.s &n 'the 
aourse 01' the oombined lead. The present stream joins right 
at the toot 01' the hill but from the appearanoe of the 
spur between the two oreeks it.is possible that the "toe" 
of it ~ e.tend SOlIe distanoe west and so cause the 
gutter of the R1ngarooma lead to have a general westerly 
direotion for some distanoe at least. The present work 
viz. the working of the 20 foot faoe southwards is designed 
to out this "toe" it such exists and so endeavour to settle 
this point. This faoe will be 12 to 15 feet deep, the bottom 
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5 or 7 feet at least of which represents some gold-bearing 
wash. and so gold w111 be won during these operat10ns. 

The steep fall of the h1gh reef westwards on the 
north-eastern edge of the flat nea~ the Forest Ring Creek 
1s somewhat euggesUve that the Ringarooma gutter Is s1 tuated 
olose to the foot of the hill.. If suoh actually oocurs 
the gutter must be deep and narrow and exist between the 
14 foot and the more eastern of the 30 foot shafts in the 
northern part of the lease. If the above work fails to 
prove the existenoe of the spur between the two leads 
1t is possible thatth1s latter view will be the correot one. 

Conclusions 

Oonsiderable quant1ties of gold must have passed 
down the valleys of the R1ngarooma and Forest Ring Oreeks. 
Owing to the denuc1aUon of f .500 feet of Oambro-Ordovioian 
rooks and the quarts reefs oontained therein. Even if a smal.l 
fraction of th1* is oontained in the alluvial along these 
creeks the depoai ts mrq be of eoonomio importance. The 
:tinting of gold in the wash expoNd in the numerous shafts 
confirllls the fact that some at least of the gold has been 
retained. 

The present work is des18ned to looate as far as 
posaible the courses of the lead8 in the country at "the 
north end of ~ lease. Whe"ther the "toe- is out or not in the 
20 foor faoe the latter oan be oontinued until bedrock 
18 reaohed in the Ringarooma lead, and then continued 
upstream. all the wash in this part of the lead,_ then 
being worked. "or the deeper ground in the north-western 
part, a smal.l gravel pump or hydraulic elevator will be 
requl.red. 

Pioneer, 
Ootober 80th. 1926 


