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I have to report that I made an examination 
of the workings of ~ .G. Bond, Prospecting Claim at 
Strathblane on the bth instant in connection with hie 
applioation for assistance under the provisions of the 
"Aid to Mj n 1ng Act, 1927" to enable him to develo~ a 
ooal seam occurring thereon. 

SiliQtion and Acqess. 

The claim is situated four and a half miles 
south/west of a jetty on the southern shore of ,ort 
Esperance to whicll it is conneoted by horse tram laid 
in alter.r.ate se~tions of steel and wooden rails, The 
tramway with a li tUe attention in the way of maintenanoe 
work should prove suitable for transporting a reasonable 
quanti ty of coal daily from the Mines to the Jetty. Good 
facilities are stated to be provided for loading coal at 
the jetty to freight shipS of fairly large capacity. 

The distance from Hobart by road where it is 
orossed by the tramway leading from the mine to jetty 
18 57 mile., The distanoe by water is approximately 
40 miles. 

General Description. 

A general description of the area 1s inoluded 
in Mineral Reoouroes No. 7 of the Geological Survey. 
The pos1 tion is praotically the same now as when that 
was compiled. A limited amount of work hae been 
oarried out recently by the applioant by driTing a 
tunnel a distance of 100 feet in a southerly direotion 
at a point a short distance east of the old workings. 

The workings are situated on a ridge rising 
trom the general level of the oountry traversed by 
the tramway the last section of which for a distance 
of a few chains assumes a fairly staep grade to connect 
wi th the b1ns on the hillside. 

The applioation for assistanoe is tor the 
purpose of extending a low level tunnel whioh l~ow 
in a distanoe of 300 feet to 500 feet when it 1s 
expected that the coal seam would be interseoted. 
This tunnel is driven through a fairly solid sandstone. 
It is of roomy dimensions excepting for the last seotion 
of 50 feet whioh was oontracted to small size. 

The tunnel is considerably silted with sand 
caused through a vent to the surface allowing SIlr:t'aoe 
water to entsr it. ~he tunnel is at an elevation of 
from 50 to 60 feet below the old workings. It is 
driven almost due west, its direction passing to the 
west of the latter by 100 feet or more; if, ex1endea 
would serve a very useful purpose in prospecting the 
coal seam at a deeper level than it has hitherto been 
cut and in addition drain the workings, thereby facilitate 
the extraction of the coal without having to resort 
to pumping which was necessary undltr the former soheme of 
working. 

The old workille;s consist of a dip tunnel 
following the coal seam in a southerly direotion • 
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These workings being filled with water are inaocessible. 
The ~~el is stated to have been extended a distanoe 
of 90 feet. 

A short distanoe ~asterly the applioant drove 
a turmel, in a BouDhsrly direotion ~ distanoe of about 
100 L-et. At about §O f66t from thl': I':ntl'l:cIlOe the ooal 
seem v:~s intersected 1i,L(; thtlIi ~ollowe<i on the dip of 
cppro:ld.JLe.tely 1 in 7 for a &1m11ar distanoe. The coal 
bed here rar~ed up to a trucknees of 4 feet, in the faoe 
of the tunnel it had oontracted to a little over 3 feet. 
The accumulation of surface water necessitates the 
l'I'OviJilion, of a small hand /to urain the tunnel. 

Quality of the Ooal. 
pump 

There appears to be no doubt regarding the 
favourable quality of the coal reoently mined from the 
tunnel referred to. The correspondence on the file 
her~with deals with that question. 

Application for A.Jsis'tance. 

Taking all factors into oonsideration the 
conclusion I lmve oome to is that to open up and 
otherwise develop this coal bed ie beyond the resources 
of a party of men without the neoe.ear" oapital to 
oarry out the work. The p~ount that could be advanoed 
under th~ provision of the Aid to ~!ining Act would 
probably prove to be inf)ufficier.t to develop and put 
the min" in a pos:!. tiol!. tlmt would ermble a regular output 
of ooal to be drawn theref~m. 

I am of the opinion that an undertaking of the 
kind is one which calls for control by a OompaIq' or 
Syndicate with financial resources sufficient to meet 
all expenditure necessary as well as to organise the 
sale and distribution of 'the coal produced. The 
quali ty of the coal and thickness of the seam warrants 
i tB further lleveloplaent. 

,.tines Department. 
HOBART. 

21/10/31 


