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A lOTION T1II REPOR'BJ) TIN LODE :lEAR BATHUaST HAl@OUR 

As a result ot Mr. H.I. Brook's intention to 
undertake the testing and development ot a reported exposure 
at a tin lode ot oonsiderable dimension, said to be exposed 
during eluioinc operations oarried on by the New Harbour 
(Onelopment) No Li •• nUT, .hut the end o~ September last, 
the wrIte~aooompanied Mr. Brook's party to the area tor the 
examining and reoommending the best method ot testing the 
ooourrenoe. 

The area is situated in the isolated south west 
ot Tasmania, West ot )Joth Oreek and about halt a mile south 
ot the lagoon at the ~a.d ot Melaleuea Inlet, a part ot 
Bathurst Harbour and reaohed only by means ot ... 11 ,,,hine 
boats. At tha preaent time the area aotuall1 workftd by the 
OompaDT is Inoluded in a mineral lease ot 80 acres oharted 
in the name ot H. E. SYenden, whilo the surrounding ground is 
held under a Speoial Prospeoting Licence ot 2,000 acres 
oharted in the name ot B. Morrison. 

The only rook types exposed in the area are the 
Proterozoio sohists and allied types. The most oommon type 
is a white quart. sohis t , with abundant development ot .ioa 
along tha sohist planes. Another promlnent type ually 
associated with the quartz sohist is a dense, compaot white 
quartzite. Argillaoe,oUB sohists are also present. ere 
exposed in the workings the sohist. haTe a general north­
north-east strike with a south-south-east dip at very hign 
angles. Owing to the distortion aooompanrine minor tolding 
and puokering there Is oonsiderable variation both in strike 
and dip. 

The ground worked 8Y the New Harbour (Development) 
No Liability Comp~, during sluioing oper.tionB tor alluvial 
or more oorreotly detrital tIn, is situated on a low promin­
enoe with a pnel"al north-south trend, approximately ten chains 
west at Moth Oreek. The extent ot the ground treated would 
not exoeed one aore while tho ayerage depth i8 about eight 
to ten inche •• 

Bumerous shatts and pits haTe been put down to 
test the e~tent ot the detrital deposlt and lt 1s reported 
to ooyer an ~ ot approximately s 1x chaine wlde by a mile 
in length. Although tair prospects ot detrital tin were 
obtained trom the tew shatta tried, the observed depth ot 
material to be treated did not exoeed one toot. It waa thi • 
• hallowne.s, ooabined wlth the dltticulty ot oleaning up the 
rough bottom presented by the upturned edge. ot the sohi.ts 
that torced the OompaDT to abandon operations. 

Although speoimen tin is tdrlT a8U nd ant in the 
detrital material, not the alighteat eyi_ence ot a tin lode 
in place could be observed. The reported "lodelt apparently 
being masse. ot the dena., oompact wh1te quartZite assoolated 
with the quartz sohists. 

Theretore, as the aource of the detrital tin appear. 
to be in numeroue Yeinlets, rather than In yeina at econ~o 
importance, the only ohanae ot looating a depo.it ot sutfioient 
ai •• and value to warrant further exploitation would be to 
disooyer a stookwork ot velnlets ot suoh inten.ity that they 
would be mined as a whole. 



However, the proepects are not sufflolently 
enoouraglna to warrant anT are at expenditure In the search 
tor euoh a deposit, ~ut as the ground would be suitable tor 
a small working part7, sluicing operations ma7 ultimately 
expose such an occurrence. 
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