
NOTES ON DOLOMITE DEPOSITS 

Of the known deposits, those on the Montagu River, 
Blaok River and at Nabageena have not been mapped. 

The Irishtown deposits is oovered to the south 
by bssalt flows. Apart from this, oonditions are apparently 
favourable for qparryins. Our knowledBe of the grade of this 
deposit reat. sole11 on the result of one sample. This is 
No. 14 of Bulletin No. 41, across 200 feet of a cutting on 
the Wiltshire - Irishtown railway. 

The 8ml~on (or Duck River) depoait is undoubtedly 
the larger ot the two .. pped deposits. It oooupies the flat 
country and is oovered by sands - up to 10 feet deep as far 
as proved, and exposures are limited to narrow strips along 
the rivers, to shallow road-metal quarries, and to narrow 
drains. The western limits of this deposit have not been 
mapped. 

The geological evidence of the extent of this 
deposit is baaed on a sound foundation, but evidence as to 
grade is limited to the shallow exposures which form a very 
amall and inadequate percentage of the total area. 

The information that is available shows that the 
dolomite grade is very high. It is stated that in the case 
ot the Irishtown depoeit that there are numerous veins of 
quartz reefs and that there are oases where the dolomite 
is part11 or wholly silioified. 

In the Duck River deposits, one large quartz reef 
has been reoorded and one of the shallow prospecting shatts 
bottomed on what was considered to be cherty material, rather 
than a quartz reef. 

The details of the shafts are as follows (v. Report 
by F. Blake 5/2/32) 1-

SHAFT DEPTH REMARKS BOTTOM liQ. 
1 7' sunk in sands,quartz 

gravels Dolomite 
2 9' .. " " Dolomite 
3 9' " " .. Dolomite 
4 6t' II .. II Quartz 
5 3' II If " Not bottomed 
6 4' " If If Dolomite 
7 12 ' .. .. .. Not bottomed 

The reaults of the sampling of the quarries is 
given in Bulletin 41. 

The information concerning the grade of dolomite 
is thus very meagre and additional information is neoessar~ 
to proTe that the known values extend to the depth to which 
it is intended to quarry. to determine the extent of the 
quartzose "banda and to supply a!Q" other information that may 
be of aid in mining. The depth of the Band covering shOUld 
alao be acourately determined so that the quantity of o,;er­
burden oan be aoourately assessed. Oore "boring is considered 
the "best method of testing the deposits. 



'I' ; , 

Aa the beds have a general dip ot about 400 to 
the weat, the bore holea should be inc.l.ined to the east, that 
is, at right angle a to the dip. 

The spacing ot the 4rill holes would be governed by 
the minimum quat1ty that 1t i8 desired to test. The quantity 
that 1. present in the deposits is apparentlJ ot such magnit­
ude that all the deposits cannot be tested in det811. 

SOBle ld. of III(I.gnUude of the depoBits oaa be 
glsaned trOBl the followlng (P.S. Nye - Typewritten Report 
5/3/32)t 

"pyok R1Ier P.po.l', At least five miles long and 
at lea. 2* milea wide, with a thiokness of appro~­
imatel1 9,000 teet. 

Ed1Sh Qr'tk: quarrying operations could be quarried 
over abou 15 aores. 

trlsht~ Oovers area of about 200 aores. It actually 
outorops only over about half this area. Part oould 
be .xtraoted by ordinary quarrying but greated part 
could be extraoted by sub surface methods." 

It Is stated that the Black River and Montagu 
deposita Ma7 be of the samemagnitude as the Smithon deposit. 

As far as available information goes, the dolomlte 
near Blaokwood Bridge la of very hIgh grade, and borIng could 
be oommenc.d here. Whllst this boring is in progress, the 
other depOSits oould be examined in detail. 

D.E. THOMAS. 
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