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J. Curtain' B Scheeli te Pro.pect. King Island. 

Several years ago, when the prioe of scheelite 
wa. low, Messrs. Curtain and other., who were 
carrying out development work on same tin lodes 
situated near the oentre of Kina Island, identified 
this mineral in their workings and regarded it as a 
nuisance in tue reoovery of tin. Now that tungsten 
is in such great demand, Messrs. Curtain and Scott 
have again turned their attention to this area. 
They have cleaned out an old prospecting shaft to a 
depth of 18 feet and exposed a tourmaline lode which 
carl 'ies some scheeli te, 

The area may be reached by turning off the Worth 
Road to the east at a pnlnt some fourteen miles from 
Currie or two miles alo the long straight. From 
here the road may be comfortably followed by ear for 
a oouple of miles but it rapidly deteriorates. At 
3t miles an unformed track leads south and east for 
1~ miles to the old dam and juat beyond here are the 
most northerly workings (D. orkings) of the tin lodes. 

To the geologist , this area reveals little or 
nothing from rurface indications. 'rhe topograph;r 
of King Is land i s of great monotony and represents 
an old peneplain worn down almost to base level. 
Consequently, except round the coast where are few 
rOOk outcrops on t~ Island. In this· particular 
looality, the ground is very flat and no outcrop 
may be seen for many miles the surface being covered 
with sandy soil whieh carries bracken and light scrub. 
Here and tnere on the surface are broken pieoes ot 
quartz ~~d it is tnese that prospectors have 
assooiated wi t h hidden lodes. 

Several. shafts and numerous trenches have been 
sunk but any workings put down to bed-rock have caved 
and are now quite inaccessible. Ho "ever spoil on 
the ~umps gives an indioation of the country rock. 
The main sedimentary f ormation occurring at Ki~ 
Island is a suite of schists, slates and quartzites 
asuigned to Camorian Age. During the DevonIan , these 
were intruded by granite which introduced the various 
metals (tin and tungsten notably) that have been found 
on the Island. In t his area, it appears frOB the 
dump spoil that the prinoipal rock type is a micaceous 
sohist. Five miles to the west occurs the closest 
observable granite in a ~uarry near the North Road. 
Granite has also been reported about the same distance 
to the east. 

Near the eastern oundary of old mine 91 £ection 
8uIK. and on land on which P. Soott as a per,nl t to 
euter, Messrs. Curtain and Scott have cleared out an 
old shart to a depth of 18 teet. No so~id rock has 
been encountered to this depth and the walla consist 
ot a clayey weather ed schist. Traversing this schist 
on a bearing of 3150 is a reef of soft black material, 
consisti of tourmaline and a little quartz and 
containing a soft orumbly greyish white powder which 
under the Fluorescence Lamp proved to be soheelite. 
The reef here is nine inches in width and dips 
steeply to tile West at BOO. A sam:v1.;; ta\ten aoross 
I t contained , on anal ysis 2.1% of tungetic aoid and 
no tin. The acheellte glowed under the lapp with a 
golden light, showing it contatned a percentage of 
molyllden 
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Mr. Curtain reports that "C" shaft about 50 chains 
to the Uorth, when sunk to 65 feet ad crOS8 cuts 
driven to the East and to the West. That to the 
west cut some tin lodes but the one to the East 
int ersected a soheelite formation. This shaft is 
now fallen in and full of water so no personal 
investigation could be made . 

The absence of any outcrop, and i08coessi ility 
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of any workings preclude the postulation of any struotural 
interpretation of this area. All that can be said 
is that here is an area of Cambrian roc.;o Intruded bY' 
granite wh i ch has been responsible or the formation 
of lodes of' tin and tu~sten; and apparently the 
soheellte lodes are separate from thoa containing 
t in. 

It is intereating to oompa e what is known of 
this depoait with that at Grassy. The latter is a 
pyrosomatic deposit formed oy the replacement and 
al teration of certain l'.mestone beds, caused oy and 
situate~ c ose to a granite intrusion. Theae beds 
are t e principal source or soheelite out +he mineral 
does also occur in lode fo::omatio, Whether 
such replacement beds occur in thia ar ea is yet to 
be disoovered. . he. earest 0 cervable granite is some 
five miles distant but oecause of the sandy COTeI' 
of the ~lat oountry it i s unpossible to say if it 
is any closer. 

The amount of work done is too superfic ial to 
warrant any det'inite conolusions. dowever it l,s 
definl to that ccheeli te oocurs in this [ll'en and the 
geological set-up is sucl, that Im'g r (l e"osi ts could 
quite easily oocur eneath the olank sur~aoe . It 
18 an arG tb t stroll6ly reco ~nds itself or a 
bori~ c~paigu aa apart from the possibllity of tne 
location of valuaole soheelite depOSits, the tin 
l odes also may well crove payaole. At taM stage 
it is dirficult to plan a etalled boring campaign 
and tnis should ue developed as the evidence of the 
oore8 l~r ases. I would first suggest a site a ~ew 
ohains trest of either "C" shaft or the sampled shaft 
trith an inclination of about 600 to the East. If any 
favourau e formation were out I would Bugge t an 
extension IT rth and South and later explora ti n to the 
West to try and locate the granite contact. 
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