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ore is obtained
traverses shale beds.
uranium is deposited
fault plane, but also close
ormity. A‘ Rum Jungle there
mineralised area. At
faults been mapped but
been intensified along two
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un mineralization

ranging from mi ic amounts at most prospects (and
incidentally at Rum Jungle and Mary to pleces
weighing up to one ton at El Sharana, Pitchblende 1is

the air, pitchblende

o
o¥idises rapidly and haleoes of minerals such as carnotite,
gunmite and the ochres form round cores of pitchblende.

8
fairly common, and is the normal oxidised mineral at
George Creek Prospect. An unusual mineral, well developed
in eracks and joints at El Sharana, is kasolite, a
silicate of lead and uranium,

As may be expected, the ubiguitous

most commonly associated mineral; but
copper is usually a good indication except in ¥t. Isa -
Conelurry Field where copper and uranium minerals are
found in different prospects. Lead is often present but
at Rum Jungle it is considered a different generation
from uranium and copper. Quartz is not common. A
curious association occurs at Mary Kathleen where the
uranium is loecalised in a garnet rock and associated with
rare earth minerals orthite (or allanite) and a newly
discovered one, stillwellite, a boro-silicate of

lanthanum ete.
mll all instances, uranium mineral-
zation ' ted instrumentally, geiger counter,

or se¢intillometer, for seldom can any uranium mineral be
located in outerop. The oxidised minerals grow quickly
but they are usually fairly frail and soluble so that

rain washes them away Just as easily. In old workings

secondary minerals often form on the walls.

e s 1,12 s estabiinned o os
um i visit has established two facts.
l. In Neorthern s although uranium has been found
in granite, no major development has been undertaken in
these rocks and it is a general opinion that the uranium
mineralization found in shears and joints in the granite
shows no continuity of size or grade.

2, No spectacular outerop showing uranium minerals led

prospectors and %s to the discovery of any of
the mines and pros 3 but by patient gridding by
seintillometer and geiger counter. The secondary

uranium minerals form easily and qguickly and migrate
from the primary ore but they are easily washed away
and although in some instances were found in old
workings they rarely can be seen in outerop. The
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uranium minerals at Mary Kathleen are associated with
very characteristic outerops of rare earth minerals

but that association, until recently was not

and the area had been well prospected for othnm
before the uranium was discovered by geiger counter,

In the past too much attention has been
areas, in the search for uranium.
Qmumt

1. The first uranium mineralization in Tasmania
was found in granite at Royal George.

2. All t urenium has been found in
granite at Rossarden, Blue Tier and Heemskirk.

3« The airborne scintillometer shows most of the
anomolies over granite areas.

Now it may be that commercial guantities of uranium
nuurmnamuuw But for future
prospecting awﬁhm rocks
uaum t:omnlu. an anomaly has been indicated by
iliegraph, so much the better., From
munmmm«mm&nun
would seem that black shales or slates, possibly in
association with limestone, should be present. Two
areas that are worthy of further prospecting are to
the east of the Heemskirk granite and east of Tullah.

gy e - el
(z.D. m’ji

The Department of Mines,

P e, 1956.

(1) Bureau of Mineral Resources Records 1955/56.




