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The present COItp ny baa functiooed a1nce 1903, 
hen the to r ount Lyell Co p DY 19 ted ith 

the ort Lyell Copper Co. Ltd . Capi 1 1a £5,oeo,000 
in , , 000,000 £1 a res, ot wlich 2,325,COO ~ve been 
i.sued . 

The ount Lyell mlne was dlscovered In 1 83, nd 
a origIn lly orked by v rioul ass ci tiona a a gold 

mine. The to r ount Lyell Coa DY took ov r t he 
property in 1 92, d treatlll nt orel" tiona w " begun 
in 1 94. 

Pr10r to 1935, und rground oper tions prov1~ed 
t e lk of ore xtr cted, but si&ce th t ,. r e 
est Lyell Open Cut 1ne s been the In ore pro ucer. 

ntil 192, the bllst r copper roduced W • sent 
to the wo ot t e ectrolytlc efi~ln« nd eltlng 
Cor~ t Po t K bl tor retln1n, . !his terl 1 1. 

W el ctrolytlc 11y retined a t I U4~~stow in the Co p~ny '. 
own 1 nt, fch co nced oper. tIona In y, 192, ,d 
hleb p roduces e thooe copper ot the hl h· at gr. de . The 

g ter po ion of c thode tput Is se~t to Port embl· 
to be de i nto c e rei 1 wire nd other l40p 1'0 , r.d 
the lanee ja Bent to the Au t 1 ronz" C p ny at Fo rt, 
f r king cop er cd non-ter~u. strlps , Inly b~s ea 

nd bronzes . esldo a from the electrolytlc process, 
c t inlng the slIver and cold content. of the bllster 
cop art re sent to Fort e bla to recover the precl u . 

t Is. 

e ~uct1on orks re sl ted t eenst"wn. 
arrl ge ot are to the cor.e.nt~ t1ng alII ls over 

electric tr ~y sy~te., through tun e1 6, 952 teet in 
1engt .. Treat nt ot the ore is carried on at a 1'; te 
ot over 4,500 t ns per d y . F~ the al11 rea1 as , 
pyr1t s concentr te 1. recovered shipped f e ~rahan 
to th inl nd for sulphur1c cid nut e reo 

he In motive powe r 1. electrlclty, h7 ro-
1ectrlc inst 11 ticn utlli es • tel' powar av llab1e t 
LeI' ret, se.e a11es fro the works . (L e aret , 
wlth n annu 1 l' int 11 of 146 lnches, Is the ettest part 

·a LJ:::ioIJ'Ill) . This I n t llation 1r a co pI ted during 1914, 
nd s c paclty ot ,0 horsepo er. A supplement ry 

er st tion w • 1 tel' i n lIed on the Yol n e i.er. 
ddit1ona1 0 81' needed is pure sed troa t I e Hydro- leetrle 

..... ,"""la 10n. 

the Comp ny 0 ns nd opel' tes 3 tt . 6 inch g uce 
r llway fro the o .e to n red cUon ork. to e t 
Oint , opposlte tr han, nd ha~ de u te whart t cl11tle •• 
he 11ne 1. 21~ 81les lon . Tot 1 number of pe s .ns 

e ployed in 11. ctions ot the C n1 Is b ut 1,5 • 

Fro the inceptlon ~t operAt1 n. to 31 t ceebe r , 
1955, 0 tput has tot 118d:-

Copper 
llver 

Gold 

482 , 273 tons . 
15,66), 910 oune s . 

541 , 507 ounces. 



The lectro17tlc Zlne Co. ot ustr 1 .1 • 
the ount Lyell Mlnl nd 11w 1 Coa n1 L • 
eng ,ed in aine I ex.plo tion ot tb re be een 

uee town nd Fort 'ley . Y" pooled tell' 
• rces, nd w111 8 re In tha expena.. of explo tion 

nd In tbe re ulh chl .. e. sped 1 prospectlq 
11c nce 5 recently b en issued t o the. tor rea ot 
21900 squ re alles . Under e te 5 ot the llce ce, 
£,0, 000 5t be sent on explo tlon In 19,6/57. 

Tbe re under U"'1' 18 unl . bl te, nd the 
known .1ner 1 in the rea are , lIl, copper nd os 11'1d1ua. 
The ownt Lyell Co. 15 • Inl1 interested 1n tiDdlng n 
ext n510n ot the eat Co t cop er fleld . Geophyalc 1 
prospe tlng ethads re beine 8ed, nd t s ort pro Ie s 
are beine allev1at d by tb use of hellcopter. 

Zee n (the to ), 10 the 1 90 ' s, d even 
« tel' boOJl er10d than u.en to . lIver was 
dlacovered the In the 1 0'8, nd accordint to the 
then .1nlnc expert of the l! " ercury", the 
dlscovery ot the fIeld "bIds r 11' to c • a rlv 1 to 
the celebI' ted 11ver fIelds of t e United tes, exlco 
lid eru" • cb surf ce ore was a1n rut .ent by 

p .. ckbone nd d Y to Trial 'rb ur, 12 .11es ,..est ot 
Zeehan, tor export to u tr Uan 0411 s elters. 
oat ot the protlt tro. Zee n"s 411 1'17 e:zports wa. lost 

In t n8 ort costs. !be popul tlon of Ze. rose to a 
pe k of , 000 in A ust, 1 97, but It aa dlscovered th t 
the s11.,er lodes ere sIlo, d no p y. ble ore " s found 
below a depth ot 600 f et. '7 1901 Qu nsto n d 
diapl c d Zeehan as the thlrd rge t to n in la, nd 
there tter tbe popul tio of Ze .te dl1, decli d. 
decline .. st ed folIo e f o tion of the 
El.ctrolytle kine Co. ny ot Austr 1 51 L • in 1920. 

1'0- a7 there are onl1 six sWnc co ies produclnl 
ore on the eat Co st. They '0 t Lyell, leetrolytic 
Zinc (Ros.berr ~ 1111 sford) , eniso asoeiated tin 
(:enison 11), ount Farrell (Tullan) , the two Z eban 
eo panie., onta n4 Zee In s . Flfty 1e rs go, 
there .ere ore forty co p niea prod. ciog ore, 
'noth r a venty re explor1 their 1e sea. 

There are t ur Ie 0 n 1ron ore deposits on the e t 
Co_lit . The1 are Bio finto nd cky Elver (both t .en 

r. b d Corin ne r the Co ro en, 1ythe-
ps lre (ne r H pshire). ount cn •• (ne r Zethan). 

the pre e ce of these deposIts 8 been known slnce a~ut 
1900, but i80 tlon has re rded their develop. nt . 

teopbyslcal aUrTe1 • 8 carried out 1 at sua er b1 
t e Bure u of ne 1 as urc s t the request of the 
Dep rt ent of inn. the results tor t e RIo Unto- oeq 
Iver are. Indi ted the presenee of a pro. ble 1 r • ore 

body on known Rio Tlnto d oeky Rive r deposits, ad n 
dtH tio 1 three re s of potent! 1 ore ere 1so 
l8elosed • . 



~ lSuneya • 10 ic 1 p rU.. 111 be 
• in the co inc a e r IS on, to test t • slze 

nd gr. de ot the ore bldles , nd It s tist cto17, a 
rorr. e ot d1 ond dri1l.1nc "Ul f olIo • 

Tin W· discov red 1n the ng RIver 1n IP.90 , 
10 d to the discovery ot the pyritIc 10 e. on the 
Ren1so Bell le .. s . IUnlnc b s conti ued t ere 
ev r aince. 

During the 1914-18 war, tour 

.. ~ 

producera , who ere then tr. te 
to Ge nd Belgian zinc ne ny • 

• they d rga atocks ot tket bla concentr te 0 
d , t ay dec1ded to rotl e th ir .1 c. they built 

zinc orka at R1 on, De r bert, ob 1 ad c e hy ro-
elect'dc1ty troll tha Gove t, net sole! t eir 0 tput 
ot zlnc to the British Govel'nJll t r n e1 ht ye r 
eont~ ct. I 1920, they erged 1 t e ount e d d 
Rose 17 1n a, a d t e 1ectrol,tic 1 c Co P D1 ot 
uat ala s to ad . 

e 1 e res " a ot zinc ore ken ill n 
ny's 
Dia 

elsewhere on the u tr Ibn io1 , t the Co 
o e 17 d ere les Ginoa 0 the eat ~oast at T s 

ensure a supply ot r w tori Is try ye ra to co e. 

1 r • Gi1l1 
sulphide orea d the 
c ncentr tea Is in ope 
produced 1 i1ed to 

pI nt tor the tre t 
rod ct1en ot Ie d , 
tion t Retaebery. 

urnie tor .hi II nt 

nt ot dnc 
z1 c nd cop or 

Z1nc conc ntr. ta 
to Is on. 

To- d 1, tl e ole or u.t 118' a require ents ot z1 c. 
Get 1 re aupp11ed f • the 1 don 1 nt , most of the 
• rplus et 1 Is ex orted to Ird the nited Co • 
Zlo production tor the t1 ncial ye r 1955/56 $ just ver 
100, 00 tons. 

peclQl co unity services , , d by elected 
co ittees, are ell est bllshad t 0 ebery d ion. 
The, 1 elude sickness , nd ccid.nt inau nc., deat.h. 

sur e , med1cal union , dent 1 serv1.ce, ortln nct 
rec re tio 1 ctivltles nd eo nity storea . 

Prior to the formation t t.he Co n1 1n 1920, th.e 
e • • or Zeehan h ur ed the Govo nt to a ist in 

est blishin zinc orks"t Zeehan. In 192 , t the ime 
ot the m. er, it 88 U or tood th t zi c ore ould be 

11ed r m Ro ebarr nd 11 · at to th site ot e 
Zee s elters, w ere a cr1 1, tlot tion 1 nt would 
p pare a .inc c c ntr te tor th1 nt to 0 • The •• 
pI ,bo ev r d1d not tu , nd with the et10n of t.he 
1 nt t e'bery, Zeehan bee e" e1 llcholy Chost to' , 

11.i on 1ts e ories" . 
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The t. e d nd sebe1'7 Ie d- zinc ore bodies 
.ere disc ve d in 1891 nd 1893 nd or ed tnte ittently 
until the rresent Co n7 took over. Tre t w· • 
not successtul until the flot tion process was applied 
by the , the T. ian Het ls ~tr: ction Co. t 0 ebery 
and the Ze.~ alters 1 vi flIed 1 thelr .ethods 

round 1913. 

The Rio into (ust . ) ty. utd . the Electrolytic 
Zinc Comp ny ot u tr lasla Lotd. re s riD« In neral 
explo~ tlon ot the North • t reclon. tip c1al 
pr~sp8eting licence haa en 1 sued tor n are of ,900 
.Q re mil.. . The re is ort of lteenston, d 
we.t of a 11 pprox1Ja tely jOining Queenstown nd yny rc:'I . 

lrborne geophys e 1 urvey ethods re belng used, 
1 eluding art 1 e1ectro- enetic ork hlch has previ usly 

en used only In C da. The Co p nie. re nt e ~ted In 
ore bod!e of usefUl et 1 th ten be worked on a 
1 rge c_le . Un er tete S ot the 11ce ca, t least 
ll50,000 aust be pent on preU.. ry ex lor tion in 
1956/57. 

In 1 71, "Philo ophe~1 ~ as ~mlth di8covered 
a~unt in of tin at ount Biachoff. This discov ry of 
the richest tin aine 1n tha world aark.d t beginning 
r the tre n oua ris. In est Co st mln1ng developa nt . 

Until the Burnie- ar tah r ilYa7 a opened 1 1884, 
t e rich ore w· a e rted by bullock t. s to Burnie nd 
ship d to Laune. ton . Thls ilw&y no tera~tea t 
Gulldtord , 11 aUes froa rat h tore proceed1 to 
ot~~r est Co s t cent s . By 1 88, the Mount 1 choff 
Tin ~e, t need 1th p id-up eapit ot £29 600 

d p 14 almost £1,000,000 1n divldends , and by 1E97, 
it d 1d £l,;CO, Coo in div1dends . The popul tion ot 
ara at that tia. wa b ut 2,000. 

The popul tion ot ratah t Wth June, 19;4, 
w s )2 , d C. ua public tions ahowed that only 17 
peraona .ere eng ged in ainiog ct1vlty 0 that d te . 

In 195;, 37 tons of met llie ore v luea t 'atg. 
28,176 ere ained in the ount isc of'f- tah a • 
t thi to 1, 32. 729 tons v lued t tat, . 24,93; .• 

extr cted by the 110 nt Disc oft Tin ine. ploym nt 
by the aioe during the ye r av ced 16, t he. 8 

orkel! under round . 


