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Procedures for assessment of exploration licence
applications and work programmes:
Notes for District Foresters

C. A Bacon

EXPLORATION LICENCE APPLICATIONS

Once application is made for an exploration licence, the
applicant is requested to complete a green ‘environmental
impact’ information form, which includes a very brief
outline of the work which may be done.

At this stage the applicant is not required to furnish details
of where such works will be done or when, as details are
usually not known until the licence has been granted and
the applicant has spent some (ime on literature review,
evaluating what work has already been done.

CIRCULATION OF APPLICATIONS

Applications arc circulated to all relevant agencies as
follows:

1 2 3

Crown Land / / !

Crown Land / f !
(E & P approval)

Crown Land / / / f
(Deferred Forest Land)

State Forest X / X !
{(Multiple Use Forest Land)

State Forest X / X f
(Deferred Forest Land)

‘ABC' Forest Reserve X M M M
(if included in EL)

‘ABC’ RAP / / / .
{Crown Land)

‘ABC’ RAP X / X /
(State Forest)

Conservation Area / M M M
(Crown Land)

Conservation Area ! M M M
{Crown Land — Deferred Forest Land)

Conservation Area X M M M

(State Forest — Multiple Use Forest Land)

Conservation Area X M M M
(State Forest — Deferred Forest Land)

‘ABC’ Mutton Bird Reserve / M M M

(if included in EL)

‘ABC’ Wildlife Sanctuary /I M M M
(if included in EL)

‘ABC’ Protected Area / M M M

‘ABC’ State Recreation Area ! M M M
(if included in EL)

‘ABC’ River Reserve / M M M
(if included in EL)

*‘ABC’ Lakeside Reserve { M M M
(if included in EL)

Land Vested in the HEC ! ! x X
(if included in EL)

Private Property X / X X

1. Environment and Planning: Property Services

2. Environment and Planning: Environmental
Management
Parks Wildlife and Heritage
Forestry Commission

. via Mineral Exploration Working Group

! circulated

X notcirculated

g &P

LAND INCLUDED IN APPLICATIONS

With each application is a list showing all the land types
included in the application and all the exclusions. There
are an enormous number of land categories normally
excluded from exploration licences. For the ease of
drafting, EL boundaries follow AMG metric grid and must
be marked out in square kilometres. Many small areas are
EXCLUDED BY DESCRIPTION. Forest Reserves are
excluded from exploration licences unless they have been
“brought back” under the Mining Act, 1929. Sec Appendix
2 for a list of exclusions.

RAPs are noted on the exploration licence description and
are marked on an accompanying plan. Deferred Forest
(Crown Land or State Forest) is also marked. National
Estate nominations, interim listings and registered entries
are noted, but not charted on the accompanying plan.

Having land classed as RAP, National Estate or Deferred
Forest is not reason in itself to disallow the application, or
to ask for the land to be excluded from the application, The
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Department is mindful of the values of RAPs, and has
access to the details of National Estate Listings.

REASONS FOR CIRCULATION

Applications are circulated primarily for the information of
the relevant land manager, and to give the opportunity to
flag any areas of concern at this stage, bearing in mind all
on-ground work will be done in consultation with the
relevant field managers,

The types of information which it is useful to flag at this
stage are:

+ harvesting operations, if over a large area
s plantations

There is no need to note RAPs or National Estate areas at
this point.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If any more data is required at the application stage please
request this from the Department of Mines, and do not
phone up the explorer for more details.

WORK PROGRAMMES

Before doing any work on the ground the explorer must
obtain written permission from the Department of Mines.
Conditions are formulated on a site-specific basis with the
relevant land manager. These are in addition to the
‘standard’ conditions (Schedule A) imposed on all
exploration licences. A copy of Schedule A is attached.

Please do not request at the application stage that explorers
“must obtain written permission from the District Forester”
before any work is done; this simply requires the explorer
to obtain two lots of written permission when one will do.
Approval for works is never given without consultation
with the relevant District Forester.,

Explorers are asked to give detailed information when
requesting approval for works which will involve ground
disturbance, using the work programme (pink) form,
accompanied by a legible map.

On receipt of a work programme the Depariment checks
the following:

s Land status (to ensure activity is on land included
within exploration licence and is not on a mining lease,
or a reserve category which is excluded from the
licence).

s Reserve proposals (RAPs, any other proposed
reserves).

¢ Vegetation type (rainforest/Huon Pine/King
Billy/heath),

e Any other significant features which have been flagged
at the application stage:

- archaeologically interesting areas or sites

— populations of rare piants or animals

2\ b
— forestry plantations, grazing leases, forest licences

— licences from the Department of Environment and
Planning for any purpose.

LOW IMPACT WORK

If the work is of low impact (e.g. using existing access,
mapping, taking s¢il samples, stream sediment samples,
gravity or magnetic readings) the explorer will be asked to
contact the relevant District Forester prior to the work
commencing,

GRIDDING

The location of the proposed grid is checked against maps
of rainforest, King Billy Pine and Huon Pine distributions.
On occasions maps are drawn delineating areas of
environmental sensitivity, and additional conditions (e.g.
no cutting of gridlines) placed on the work.

All gridding must be in accordance with the Department’s
Cut Line Specifications; however even siricter conditions
are sometimes imposed on explorers, allowing only
pegging and flagging of grids but no or minimal cutting.

EARTHWORKS

Prior to approval being given for most earthworks a field
inspection is arranged between the Department, the
explorer and the relevant land manager. Conditions are
designed on a site-specific basis, taking into account ail
concems. A copy of the written approval is given to the
relevant land manager.

An exception to the requirement for a field inspection is
sometimes made where the work requested involves minor
upgrading of an existing track, the use of an existing drill
pad, or is in an area of existing disturbance (e.g. a gravel
pit).

CODE OF PRACTICE

There is now a Mineral Exploration Code of Practice which
is compatible, in so far as is possible, with the Forest
Practices Code. All wotk must be in accordance with the
Mineral Exploration Code of Practice. Requests that a
condition be that work be in accordance with the Forest
Practices Code are unnecessary. Copies of the Mineral
Exploration Code of Practice may be obtained from the
Department of Mines.

SENSITIVE AREAS

‘Work programmes involving work in sensitive areas are
forwarded to the Mineral Exploration Working Grounp for
comment. This group comprises one nominated member
from the Departments of Mines, Environment and
Planning, Parks Wildlife and Heritage, and the Forestry
Commission. Additicnal agency staff attend as needed.

The function of the committee is to investigate the impact
that any works may have on the historical, archaeological,
botanical, zoological or ecological significance of the
place, and if need be advise the Departraent of Mines of
conditions to be placed on the activities so that these values
are not permanently adversely affected.
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AREAS FOR WHICH WORK
PROGRAMMES ARE SENT TO MEWG:

Conservation Areas All work
Protected Areas All work
Reserves brought back under the Mining Act  All work
e.g- Forest Reserves, State Recreation Areas

Coastal Areas All work
RAPs Ground disturbance
Deferred Forest Ground disturbance
Areas subject to Tasmanian Ground disturbance
Aboriginal land claims

(as recognised by PWH)

Rehabilitation areas Ground disturbance
(e.g. Greening Australia Project

Area, South Mt Cameron)

Any other area for which special, Ground disturbance
natural or cultural featores

are recorded.

The agency representative on the MEWG liaises with
relevant staff within each agency and reports back to the
MEWG. Any activity involving earthworks requires a field

inspection, and the District Office representatives usually
attend this meeting in place of the Head Office
representatives.

EL MAPS

Every three months each District will be sent a set of
exploration licence charts showing current exploration
licences. This is to keep each District informed of what
licences are in force at any one time. Remember Districts
will be contacted prior to any ground work,

FUTURE WORK

The holding of an exploration licence is no guarantee that
mining will be permitted should an orebody be discovered.
The EL holder has priority to apply for a mining lease,
ahead of other persons, over ground within his EL, but this
does not convey any automatic entitlement to the granting
of a lease,

LICENCE TO OPERATE

Any exploration activity which will involve the
disturbance of more than 100 t of carth/stone/etc. must be
licensed by the Department of Environment and Planning,
and go through the wsual procedures for obtaining a
Licence to Operate Scheduled Premise. Small operations
may end up being registered rather than licensed; but the
point here is that exploration is not exempt.

[14 October 1992]
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APPENDIX 1

Environmental impact forms

This appendix contains copies of the following forms:

¢ Environmental impact information to accompany Explomation Licence WORK PROGRAMMES (pink form);

* Environmental impact information o accompany Mineral Exploration Licence APPLICATIONS AND RENEWALS
{(green form)
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ﬁ TASMANIA DEPARTMENT OF MINES

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT INFORMATION TO ACCOMPANY
EXPLORATION LICENCE WORK PROGRAMMES

Requests for approval or work programmes may be made using this form, or by letter addressing all the
points listed below.

Return to the Department of Mines,
PO Box 56, Rosny Park, 7018

1. Applicant:
Company
Project Supervisor Position
Address
Telephone No. Fax No.
2. Exploration Licence:
No. Location
3. Land Status of area of proposed works:
4, Present Land Use of area of proposed works:
6. Description of proposed works: (Attach a legible map) Location of works should be related

to AMG not arbitrary datum. Preferably use plans of 1:25 000 scale.
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10.

11,

12.

13.

Soils: Describe type (e.g. organic, mineral, sandy, clayey), of soils to be disturbed by any
proposed earthmoving operations {such as tracks, pits, costeans, drill-sites, etc.)

Flora: Describe vegetation which will be affected by proposed operation (Rainforest/
Wet Eucalypt/ Dry Eucalypt/ Light Scrub/ Coastal Heath/ Coastal Scrub/ Wetlands/
Buttongrass Plains/ Alpine vegetation)

Fauna: Any known rare or threatened species or significant populations or wildiife within area
of proposed works:

Historical: Any sites of historic or archaeological significance in area of proposed works:

Equipment:

List of all mechanical equipment/vehicles, to be taken on site, and their proposed use:

Accommodation and Staff Numbers etc.:
Number in team:
Period of project:

Accommodation type: hotel /hut /tents:

Hazardous Materials:
Quantities on site:

flammable liquids:

explosives:

noxious chemicais:
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14, Environmental Impacts:
Program features likely to affect the environment and precautions taken to limit the impact,

{nolse, erosion, waste disposal, water poliution, fire etc.)

(a) significant visual impacts
(b) poliution of water course from tracks, earthworks, drilling etc.
(c) disposal of waste, litter, toilet refuse, etc.

i5. Rehabilitation:
Proposed methods and extent of land rehabilitation to be completed:
(a) progressively

{b) prior to abandonment

All correspondence sHouId be addressed to:
Director of Mines
PO Box 56
ROSNY PARK TAS 7018

Enquiries:

Environmental Management Section:

Supervising Geologist: (002) 33 8326

Field Ofiicer: (002) 33 8367
Registry Section:

Registrar of Mines {002) 33 8341
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ﬁ TASMANIA DEPARTMENT OF MINES

MINIMUM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT INFORMATION TO ACCOMPANY
EXPLORATION LICENCE APPLICATIONS AND RENEWALS

The purpose of this form is to outline works which are, or may be, proposed during the term of the

exploration. As soon as exact details of the work program are known these should be submitted to the

Department of Mines, on the appropriate form (pink) together with a map clearly showing the location

of any proposed grids, tracks, costeans, drill pads and so on.

Heturn to the Department of Mines,
PO Box 56, Rosny Park, 7018

1. Applicant:
Company

Name of Representative

Addressfor Correspondence

Poslition

Telephone no. Fax No.
2. Licence Application:

Appiication no. Date

Location Area
3. Commodity being sought:

Base Metals/Alluvial Tin/Alluvial Gold /Construction Materials/

Industrial Minerals/Coal or Shale/Oll

4, Land Status:

Uncommitted Crown/State Forest/Forest Reserve/Protected Area/ Conservation Area/Other

Reserve/World Heritage Area/Private Property

5. Present Land Use:

Natural or Undisturbed/Grazing/Cropping/Forest Production/Recreation
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6. Outline ot Proposed Work Programme
(Work which may be undertaken during the next 12 months)

Literature Review Yes/No

Field Work Yes/No
7. If field work is planned please complete the following:

Access: to be used/developed:

Walking

use existing access

cut new survey lines, tracks*
Wheeled Vehicles

use existing tracks

renovate old tracks*

construct new tracks*
Tracked Vehicles

use existing tracks

renovate old tracks*

construct new tracks*
Aircraft

use old airstrips

construct airstrips*

use old helipad

renovate old hellpad*

form new helipad*

* As soon as the exact location of such proposed sites is known a request for approval should
be made to the Department of Mines. Enclose a legible map, preferably at 1:100 000 or 1:25 000
scale.
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8. Prospecting Methods: (which may be used during the next 12 months)
Geological Survey

Cutting Survey Lines

Geochemical Survey

Geophysical Survey
type (P, UTEM, gravity, etc.)
by foot/vehicle access

by air

Manual Digging

Manual Drilling

Mechanical Digging

Mechanical Drilling

Blasting
Butk Sampling
9. Earthworks and Land Disturbance planned during the next 12 months
{To be undertaken only with prior written permission)
Costeans: : Yes/No
Pits : Yes/No
Drill-holes : Yes/No
Vegetation clearing Yes/No

If Yes answered to any of these questions details of proposed work to be forwarded to
Department of Mines as soon as possible.

All correspondence should be addressed to:
Director of Mines
PO Box 56
ROSNY PARK TAS 7018

Enquiries:

Environmental Management Section:

Supervising Geologist: (002) 33 8326

Field Officer: (002) 33 8367
Registry Section:

Registrar of Mines (002) 33 8341
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APPENDIX 2

Land available for exploration

Exploration Licences are marked out according to the
Australian Map Grid, in 1 km? blocks. There are, however,
a number of land categories which are not included in the
licence, and are not available for exploration.

Land which is EXCLUDED from the licences includes:

» All forms of mining tenements and water licence,
including leases, water licences, easement licences,
special and exploration licences, prospectors licences,
miners rights, pemmits to enter, owners consents and
owners rights which were in lawful possession or
marked out prior to the date of application.

* Land exempt from the provisions of the Mining Act
1929, such as ‘Exempt Areas’, which are declared
usually to allow for geological assessment of an area
by the Department of Mines.

» Fossicking areas: the top two metres of land which is
set aside as Fossicking Areas will be excluded. Land
beneath this depth will be included. Fossicking Areas
will be formally declared under the new Mining Act.

¢ Land reserved under the National Parks and Wildlife
Acr, 1970, having the status of State Reserve and in
practical terms not being subject to the Mining Act,
1929:

— State Reserves
— National Parks
— Historic Sites

— Namre Reserves
— Aboriginal Sites
— Game Reserves

¢ Land reserved under the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975,
such as Protected Archaeological Sites,

¢ Pyblic and municipal reserves under the Crown Lands
Act 1976, such as:

— State Recreation Areas

— Coastal Reserves

— River Reserves

— Lakeside Reserves

~ Some roadways (such as highways)

— Crown Reserves for conservation purposes, €.8. Mt
Nelson Signal Station Reserve

— Crown Reserves such as cemeteries.

— Crown Reserves for construction materials and
water (Crown ballast pits, quatry reserves, water
reserves etc.).

Any of these public and municipal reserves can be brought
back under the Mining Act to allow for exploration if a
sufficiently good case can be made. This is generally
relatively straightforward when explorationists require
access to Crown gravel and quarry reserves and ballast pits,
butis not commeon in any of the other categories which have
usually been set aside for conservation purposes. Any
exploration which was permitted in any of these areas
would have to be first approved by the Mineral Exploration
Working Group.

s Forest Reserves: these can be brought back under the
Mining Act to allow for exploration if a good case for
this can be made. Any exploration which was permitted
would need to be first approved by the Mineral
Exploration Working Group.

o HEC vested lands which cover lakes, dam sites and
work areas.

The following land categories are INCLUDED in an
Exploration Licence:

» Crown Land (if uncommitted),

e Crown Reserves (if not proclaimed. Technically
speaking these are still yncommitted Crown Laod, and
are known as ‘notary’ reserves).

e State Forest (if brought back under the Mining Act after
dedication of forest).

* HEC vested lands (exceptlakes, dam sites, work areas),
e DPrivate Property.

« Conservation Areas (except the Central Platean
Conservation Area).

» Protected Areas (if brought back under the Mining Act
after being proclaimed).

» Forest Reserves (if brought back under the Mining Act
after being proclaimed).

+ Wildlife Sanctuaries: some have management plans
which specifically prohibit exploration; in others
approval for exploration is not likely to be given.
Usually excluded from licences by agreement with the
applicant.

* Muttonbird Reserves: approvat for exploration not
likely to be given; usually excluded from the licence
application by agreement with the applicant.

Lands leased to the Commonwealth (Military Areas) such
as the Stony Head Artillery Range and the Buckland
Military Training Area,
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APPENDIX 3

SCHEDULE “A” (Revised March 1992)
Conditions of Exploration Licences under the Mining Act, 1929

Oporational:

1. The licensee shall conduct operations so as not to
disturb the environment except in so far as this may be
necessary to undertake the programme of exploration
required by this licence,

Specific written approval is required for any of the
following activities:

e All wack construction, repair or restoration whether or
not the activity includes moving earth and cutting
vegetation including ‘one pass’ traverses off formed
roads by either tracked or wheeled vehicles.

e All drilling activity, whether or not drill pad
construction, involving steipping to bare earth, clearing
or flattening of vegetation, is required.

e Helipad construction.

» All costeaning and pitting.

* Augering either by hand or machine.
¢ AJl cutting of grids.

¢ Any movement of heavy machinery either wheeled
(cranes, rigs and trucks etc.) or tracked (dozers,
excavators, backhoes, traxcavators, rigs, bombardiers
etc.) on to a licence. This may include access through
other licences.

Conditions imposed on such works must be strictly
observed,

2. On the completion of exploration, all works (tracks,
helipads, drill pads, costeans etc.) are to be rehabilitated
to the satisfaction of the Director of Mines.

3. The licensee shall observe the provisions of Section 35
of the Mines Inspection Act, 1968, with regard to
notification of bore holes, preservation of cores and
disposal thereof,

4. At the termination of the licence or at any time at the
option of the licensee all drill core and samples required
by the Director of Mines shall be delivered in core
boxes 1000 millimetres long and 400 millimetres wide
to the Department’s Core Store at Momington at the
cost of the licensee unless the Director of Mines notifies
the licensee in writing that such core or samples are not
required. Where companies are still using stocks of old
core boxes (1050 x 470 mm for example) these will be
accepted by the Department.

5. The licensee shall observe any instractions which may
be given by the Director of Mines with a view of
minimising or preventing damage to public or private

property, and conform to the provisions of the Mineral
Exploration Code of Practice for all operations.

6. The licensee shall not light any fires without the
approval of the State Fire Commission or the relevant
District Forester when on State Forest, When on land
reserved under the National Parks and Wildlife Act
1970 or the Crown Lands Act 1976, the approval of the
Secretary of the Department of Parks, Wildlife and
Heritage is required. Precautions are to be taken with
fuel storage to minimise the risk of fire. The licensee,
agent and/or employees during exploration activities
shall be responsible for the immediate suppression of
non-permit fires arising from those activities.
Significant spillages of fuel or oil are to be reported to
the Departments of Environment and Planning and
Mines.

7. The licensee shall notify the relevant District Forester
of the Forestry Commission before entering on a State
Forest and shall comply with the reasonable
requirements of such officer in operations on any such
State Forest. Any commercial forest produce which is
cut down (with approval) during exploration must
either be paid for at current rates or removed for
salvage.

8. The licensee shall notify the relevant Parks, Wildlife
and Heritage Ranger or Property Officer before work
commences in land reserved under either the National
Parks & Wildlife Service Act 1970 or the Crown Land
Act 1976 (where such lands have been brought back
under the Mining Act 1929).

9. Where any aborigina! artefacts or objects of historic
interest are discovered, operations shall be conducted
s0:as not to damage or interfere with such site or object,
and the licensee shall report details of sach discovery
to the Secretary, Department of Parks, Wildlife and
Heritage and shall otherwise observe the provisions of
the Aboriginal Relics Act, 1975.

10. The licensee shall not interfere in any way with native
fauna or bird life.

11. Where investigations are undertaken in sensitive areas
(such as coastal areas, Conservation or Protected areas)
all exploration activitics must first be approved by the
Mineral Exploration Working Group.

12. All waste, rubbish and other materials produced or used
during the exploration and related works are to be
removed from the licence area or, if approval is so
granted, buried on site.

13. All licence holders must ensure that field officers are
fully aware of all conditions and schedules applying to
the licence. A copy of the licence is provided by the
Department of Mines for this purpose.
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Reporting:

1. An interim report must be lodged biannually with the
Director of Mines, Hobart (e.g. 30 June and 31
December),

2. This statement shall include a statement of expenditure
and a brief progress report of operations. The interim
report shall be lodged within 14 days of the above due
dates.

3. The licensee shail furnish the Director of Mines,
Hobart, with an Annual Report detailing all
investigations undertaken during the term of the licence
one month prior to the licence renewal date. This shall
include detailed reports, plans, sections, analyses,
metallurgical investigations and feasibility and other
studies. All plans must include transparencies unless
the Director of Mines advises in writing that such are
not required,

4. All information furnished to the Director of Mines

under this licence will be held in confidence for official
purposes:

(a) during a period of five years from the date on which
such information was furnished to the Director of
Mines; or

(b) until the areas to which the reports relate are no
longer lawfully held under the Mining Act, 1929,

whichever shall occur first.

. One month prior to relinquishment of any part of the

area described in the schedule hereto the licensee shall
furnish a report containing all information relating to
such unless the Director of Mines advises, in writing,
that such report is not required.
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