
U.~//SCcj73-76 
~. 73 

If 
P L 
Y 

" 
Letroy. 

To Mr. Leslie Jolly, 

Leunceston. 

Dear Sir, -

At your request I have.twice visited the property 

at Uathinna known as the "October" gold lII1ne, on thll first 

occ8sion the shattw.s down soae ,0 ft., and the prospects 

encourag1ng eDOusb to warrant the work 10U subsequently 

performed. On IIY s.cond vis! t the shatt had been sunk 

to 100 ft. and the lode driven upon soae 40 tt. each way. I 

was especially plea.ed to see the marked improvement gained 

in depth and noted that the footwall was.remarkab1y clean end 

well defined, 1ndicatinc pezomanencT. The quartz was so11d 

and of payable quality. I am in tavour ot pu~ti.ng in an 

lid it because it would Pl'08pect likely looking lOde country 

all .the distance, and atter the "October" lode was eut you 

could seleot a point in your adi t tor your Main Shatt, haul 

all mullock to surfaoe, and yOur quartz only to ad it level, 

truckinc direct to batter,.. 

The . paranent .work could be carried on whilst stop1ng 

and crushing the stoneob1:a1ned above adit level, and if 

required could be paid tor out of the proceeds of the gold 

so won. I have rea4 the various reports that 10U have 

obtained upon the proparty and quite agree with thell that the 

mine is a aoo4one, has peat possibUities., and can quite 

advise the proposed 1nves~t ot capital for the proper 

development ottbe ~, tor I really think that under care-

t'ul and skUtul management the property should become a 

divident payS.nc conoern. 

October 6th. 18«}8. 

I remain, ' 

Yours respecttul1y, 

(SCd.) j. G. Payne, 

)lin1ug Managar. 

Volunteer. Q. )I. Co. Letr01. 
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Leslie Jolly, Esq., 

taunc.ston. 

Dear Sir, -

7+ 
taunt.ston, 

September 8th, 1898. 

In accordance with your instruct10ns I have v1sited 

and carefully examined the gold mine known as the "October" situated 

near 1!athinna and beg to submit the following report. 

Situation and Area. The property cons1sts of th1rty 

acres ,held under lease from the Crown in three ten acre blocks 

numbered officially 1192/93, 1084/93, 1083/93 and is distant 

four m1les in a straight line north west of Mathinna. 

lature of c0watrx rock and work done. The country rock 

cons1sts of lower silur4an slates, s~hists and sandstones and 1s 

a portion of the auriferous belt of country extend1ng from tefroy to 

J!t. V1ctoria. The outo:ilOp of _in lode can be traced through, 

section 1083 and 1084 a d1stance of nearly 1,300 feet,and 1t has a 

general bear1ng of 1.20 W. Trenches have been cut across the lode 

at 1ntervals, exposing a strong 'body of"stone of low grade. Th~ most 

1mportant development was on section 1083 about 200 ft. from the 
o ' • 

boundary of 1084, good stone WlS cut through at th1s point and it 

prov~d to be 20 ft •. long at surface. A shaft was started in the 

centre of this shoot and carried down upon the stone, which proved 

to be of variable width, f100m 6" to 20". The shaft is small and 

crooked and 'w1l1 be of mo'use for future work. The f1rst 60 ft. ,was 

sunk by the original prospectors and the present owners have done 

quite right in not wasting money on the attempt to make a working 

shaft of it. The stone obta1nedfrom sinking to a depth of 75 ft. 

viz. 23 tons was crushed at the O'Brien's battery and gave a return 

of 2~ ozs. of retorted gold. I have s~en the mint returns of the 

gold obtained and find ~ it realized £3(10/6 per oz. The stone 

was crushed under the supervision of the late battery manager'of 

the VolUnteer Gold M1n1nB Coy. The tailings were carefUlly sampled 

during the progre.s of the crush1nc and the, following assays were 

made by the chemist in charge· of the 'Volunteer Cyanide Works 

v1z :-
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OBS. dri.s. grs. 

tailings 0 6 14 per ton 

Blanket Sand 7 16 0 " " 
concentrate 21 13 0 " " 

, 
the battery returns plus tailings show that the stone contll1ned 1 0 

9 dris. 8' grs. per ton having a cash value of £,/3/2 and was equal 

an extraction ot 76~. !he concen~ratesconta~ned in the blanket 

sand were equal.to 7, per cent of t~e stone crushed,and hence with 

proper application there should be no difficulty in extracting from 

90 to 9, per cent of the gold. 

At the pre .. nt t1me the shaft, is down 84 ft. and is opened ou 

north and south at 80 teet. Levels have been driven 40ft. each way 

proving the lode to have the same course as at surtace of width 

varying frOID 6 tt. to 6". with an average of 21tt.and of fairly goo 

quality. stone is still showing at both ends but sma11,and it will 

noted that the shoo1; ot stone wliich at surtac.e was ol11y 20 ft.10ng 

is now 80 ft., it has lengthened both ways trom the shaft,prov1.ng ,I 
that this make ot stone is anticlinal, the stone in bottom of shaft I ' 
and level is strong aDd ot average "d:!Sth. 

I estima,te that there iii 100 tons of stone at surfac~ froll 

shaft and level arid that it prosp~ts worth froll 17 to 20 dris.per 

ton,alao, that there is approximately 400 tons in sight of 

presumably similar quality. 
I 

1UtuF' operation and proap,ct •• ' !he 'property is splendidiy 

situated tor economical working in as DlUch as a tunnel could be 

driven to cut the line of lode which would give approximately '240 

feet of backs for nearly 1,300 ft. :in length, and would alao 
,Iii 

intersect two other known gold bearing lodes. !he distance to be iii' 

driven to intersect main lode would be troll 290 to 300 ft. and I ~' 
estimate, it would be done on contract tor 1,/- per foot. IstrOngl,~ 
recommend the construction of this tunnel as the most economical 

way of developing the property. An air shaft would be necessary 

at say 200 tt. along'course of proposed tunnel. !he underlay ot 

all lodes is towards the point at which this work would be'started 

a~d hence the ques~ion of aite for main shaft should be lett in 

abeyance pending exploitation froll this-level, when :It 
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developments wore satlstactor7.the sbatt could be started 

from tunnel level. The debril trom level could be utlllzed· 

to torm an embankment acrosl the·guily from whlch lt would 

71:> 

be driven and so torm a reservoir tor the conservatlon of water 

tor batter7 purpoles. 

Water Rlght. Thls ls a water-rlght ot ~ Tasmanian slulceheads, 

upon a trlbutary ot the "Dan" Rlwlei: dlstant three mUes trom the 

proposed reservolr and to whlch the water could be brought 

by open race. • 

Tlmber and t1r!!Ood. There ls abundance ot splend1d mlnlng timber 

and firewood on the lectlons and .1n clole proxim1ty thereto. 

Conelu.lgn. Taking lnto conslderatlon the tollowlng tacts vlzl­

that t'il'aa surtace to 80 tt. the length ot payable stone has lncreased 

trom 20 to 80 teet, that the stone crushed trom shatt was worth . 
£5/3/2 per ton, that so tar as can be judCed the stone at_surtace 

and ln sight (approx1lllately 5'00 tons) is ot similar. value; that 

by drlving 300 teet at a total cost ot say £400 two other lodes can 

be lntersected and 160 teet addltional backs obtained on present 

one; that there 11· abundance ot tlmber ·and flrewood available and 

that a valuable water rlght has been secured,. I thlnk we may 

safely say that thls property has ver7 great possibllltiesand 

glves promise of becomlng a valuable mine and It the future operatlon 

are carrled out on the lines the"e sugRested, I strongly recommand 

the. property as a leg1tiate aWng venture possessing more than' , 

ordlnar7 facilltles for economical development and consequent 

success;, 

I· am, • 
Yours talthfUlly, 

(l3gd.) J. M. Potter. 

i 

i 
! 

I 
I 

i i 

• . , 


